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cited, were at once for undertaking experiments to test

the nature of the process employed, but I withheld them,
My motive in so doing, at least, the only motive I now
need speak of, was the recollection of something I had
once read about the extent to which your contemporaries

had cultivated the subject of animal magnetism. It had
occurred to me as just conceivable that you might be in

a trance, and that the secret of your bodily integrity after

so long a time was not the craft of an embalmer, but life.

So extremely fanciful did this idea seem, even to me,
that I did not risk the ridicule of my fellow physicians

by mentioning it, but gave some other reason for post-

poning their experiments. No sooner, however, had they
left me, than I set on foot a systematic attempt at

resuscitation, of which you know the result."

Had its theme been yet more incredible, the circum-

stantiality of this narrative, as well as the impressive

manner and personality of the narrator, might have
staggered a listener, and I had begun to feel very
strangely, when, as he closed, I chanced to catch a

glimpse of my reflection in a mirror hanging on the wall

of the room. I rose and went up to it. The face I saw
was the face to a hair and a line and not a day older than
the one I had looked at as I tied my cravat before going
to Edith that Decoration Day, which, as this man would
have me believe, was celebrated one hundred and thirteen

years before. At this, the colossal character of the fraud
which was being attempted on me, came over me afresh.

Indignation mastered my mind as I realized the cnt-

rageous liberty that had been taken.
" You are probably surprised," said my companion, " to

see that, although you are a century older than when you
lay down to sleep in that underground chamber, your ap-
pearance is unchanged. That should not amaze you. It is

by virtue of the total arrest of the vital functions that
you have survived this great period of time. If your
body could have undergone any change during your
trance, it would long ago have suft'ered dissolution."


