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A mm\ OF TIIK roSSIL OSTRFIDyE OF NORTH AMRIMOA;
AND A COMI'AKISON OF TliK FOSSIL WITH TIIK LIVIN(!
FORMS.

Hy v. a. WiitTi:.

INTUODIJCTION.

IJcciuise of the firoiit value of Mie coinnioii o.vster ns a fiivorito nrticlo
of food, iM'iIiaits 110 siihjfct connected with fossil coiicliolofry will bo
fouiul to possfss more iiiti-icst to the general reader than that of the Os-
treidu', or oyster family. With this siipposilion in view I propose to
present on the following,' jta^'es a },'t'"t'nil review of that family as it is
rejjresented anion;,' the eolleetioim of fossil remains that have been inado
from North Ameriean Htrata. In addition to a ffeneral statement of the
subjeet, with illustrations of the fossil forma, I shall {five, lor eomparisoii,
n^nires of the lending varieties of the oysters that are now found living
uiiofi oiir Atlantie eoast. 1 had intended to illustra.e the living oysters
of the Paeilie eoast also, but I found it impraetieable to obtain good
siieeiniens of tliem.

While much is known concerning the geological history of the oyster
family within the area that now constitutes the North Ameriean conti-
nent, that history is and will doubtless always remain incomplete. This
incompleteness is due mainly to the fact that among the fossil fori-"- it

is the sliolls aloiio tl 't are availuble for study and to the fnrthe ' :
that these remains a ) usually few and very olten too imiterfect >o ex-
hibit all the characteristics which perfect shells possess. Uesides this,
theextrenie variation in the form and other characteristics of the shell
of the fossil, as well as the living Ostreidrc, renders their separation into
species, and even into genera, a matter of much uncertainly. In the
case of most other bivalve shells there is a ciertain precision of symme-
try that is constant in every individual, from the earliest to the latest
stage of its growth

;
but among the Ostreidre, and especially in tho

typical genus (htrca, asymmetry of the shell is the invariable rule. To
what primary cause this a symmetry among the Ostreidic is due, it is

with the present limitation of oiir knowledge, impossible to say ; but it
is certainly a characteristic of the whole family, including all it.* genera
-ind its fossil as well as living forms.

The oyster family belongs to that division of the bivalve mollusca
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