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in Canada. Havmg formed bis own opinions of the people whom
lie had met, it was natural enough he should wish to see the coun

try where they dwelt. Thus it was thai Mr. McGoe, during one

summer vacation, taking a holiday after the manner of an editor,

found himself writing letters to his paper from the shores of Lake

Huron, at another from the solitudes of the Ottawa^ and at a third

from the scenic Provinces ofNew Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The

Provincial attractions were too much for him. He heard in the

Provinces what he did not hear in the States, honest opinions open-

ly expressed. He found in the Provinces what he failed to find in

the States, a tangible security for freedom. The promise of liberty

was no spurious or counterfeit debenture. It was impressed with

the stamp of law and endorsed with the sign manual of authority.

Whatever may have been the form of the fascination, we find that

in the early part of the year 1857, after, as wo have the right to

supjwse, a careful com|>arison of the two states of society, tire

American and the Canadian, Mr. McGee transferred, as he has

somewhere said, " his household goods to the valley of th St. Law-

rence," selecting the City of Montreal as the place of his abode.

We may here add that the City of Montreal lost no time in return-

ing the compliment, for on the first opportunity that city elected him

as one of its representatives in Parliament, and a little later his friends

and neighbors presented him with an exceedingly well-appointed

homestead in one of its most eligible localities. It was a hearty

Irish mode of making him welcome. Mr. McGee very modestly

sought only to be a citizen of the country ; his friends determined

that he should be a freeman. No doubt the gift represented a great

honor of no uncertain value to the object of it. But apart from such

considerations, the shape which the testimonial took, soothed and

flattered Irish sentiment. If there be one form of property dearer

than another to the oflspring of Erin, itjs that of a holding ; and no

matter whether it be a park or a potato patch, it is equally precious

if it promotes the possessor to the condition ofan estated gentleman

or a landed proprietor.

The old vocation was revived in Mr. McGee's new Home. To

write, to print, to publish are with him not only habits of life, but

they seem to be modes of enjoyment.

"The long, long weary day

Would pass in grief away,"
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