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FIRST LECTURE.

Ladiks and Gbntlbmbn,—The subject to which I am, this evcmng,

to call your attontiou,—interesting in itself from its relation to tho

progress of our race and the providence of God,—must lo us have a

special interest, because of its reforonco to ourselves. My themo

is the growth and prospects of Canada—in other wordi, the ad-

vancement wo are ourselves making, with the anticipations we may
cherish for ourselves and our children.

By tiio excellent lectures delivered by Mr. Robertson, in tho

early part of the season, on the history of Canada, I am happily

relieved from the necessity of occupying your time with preliminary

details. Hence, with your permission, I will proceed at once to

tho topic announced, only premising that 1 speak chiefly, though

not exclusively, of Canada West. This I do partly because I am
better acquainted with it and have the materials relating to it more
within my reach, partly because it is newer than Canada East, partly

too because I think the comparisons so often made between the two
sides of the Line fair only when confined to Upper Canada.

The population of Canada at the time of its surrondor to Britain

in 1760 is variously stated at 60,000 and 69,276, exclusive of In-

dians. Of these estimates, tho former is that given by the Board

of Registration and Statistics, which I extract from one of Mr.
Scobie's very valuable Almanacs (that for 1850) ;* the latter tlvat

supplied by Mr. Smith, (in his excellent work on which I have taken

the liberty of drawing freely) j- from the report of Governor Murray.

With the exception of a few trading stations, of which Kingston

and Detroit were the chief, this population was confined to the lower

* Scobie's Canndi.nn Almanac and Repository of Useful Knowledge, for tiie year 1850,
containing Statistical, Astronomical, Departmental, £ccle8iattica4, Educational, Finan-
cial and General Intbrmatlon. Svo, pp. bU. Publisbed annually. Toronto: U. Scobie.

t Canada, Tast, Preaont, and Future : being a Historical, Geographical and Statistical

account of Canada West, containing 10 County Maps and one General Map, with a
tiuaineas Directory. By W. il. Bmith, autiior of the Canadi.in Gazetteer. Royal Sv9.,
VOL I., pp. cxziv, :i90, QOt & 34 sm 51.. Torouto^ Thomas Maciear, Publishor.


