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ter for this teft. But they are not always to be

hadfrefh ; ]ackmus> a preparation of archil, is re-

commended becaufe it is not fo periHiablc.—In

want of thefe, during the winter feafon, 1 acci-

dentally made ufc of the red cabbage ; a ftrong in-

fufion of it in rain water gives a good blue,- and I

fince find this vegetable recommended in prefer-

ence to all others, foi: the trial of alkalies and

acids.

It is Timply prepared by pouring boiling water

upon the red cabbage leaves, cut fmall» and let

fland until cold, when it may be poured off for

ufc.

Any acid may be made ufe of, even vinegar.

,

The marine acid, called fpirit of Tea fait, as fold

in the apothecarys' fhops will be found prefera-

olc to any other, for the purpofe.

Add to one part of fpirit of fea filt, ten parts

of rain water, and the acid will be reduced to a

fuitable flrength for the trial.

To afcertain with the utmofl prccifion the ah-

folute quantity of what is purely alkaline in any

folution of falts, requires fo minute an attention

to every variation of temperature from hot to cold j

to the different degrees of prefTure of the atmof-

phere, in damp or dry weather, and to the precife

ftiength of the acid made ufe of, as cannot be

had witl-out the afTiflance of expenfive inflru-

ments ; and would prove much too tedious and

trpublefome for common bufmei^.
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