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Treaties, which they hold to be fo prejudicial;

to us ? . , :

Hoc If^ 'cr^ velif, et tnagno merceniur Atrida.

I \\\ rhink they would venture to affirm,

that Vra/icc widics us the Continuance of tholc

Allies upon thole Terms j or, that fhe has

never attempted to prevent fuch Alliances, as

fo many Hinderances to the Execution of her

Schemes. Were they fo ruinous to us, as

fome would reprcfent them, and the Proceed-

ing fo irrational, the French would certainly

rather encourage, or at leaft would wink at

(uch a Procedure. We may know whether

any Step againft the Enemy be right, as well

from his Eagernefs to oppofe, as from our

own to take it.

Now if our wifeft and befl Princes, in all

Times, have judged a Connedlion with the

Continent abfolutely neceflary, and Alliances

there to be fo valuable, as to be purchafed at

the greateft Expence ; (hall we fuppofe, that

we are fo much more powerful, and France

fo much weaker, and the Nature of all Things

fo much reverfed, that we ought now to truft

folely to our own Strength, and fufFer the

common Enemy, by Force or by Manage-
ment, to make what Advances he can, whilft

we confine ourfelves to one fingle Method of

attacking him ? Again, if this Enemy abroad

has fiiewn, by his Oppofition to our Alliances,

that he looks upon them as prejudicial to him,

and of Courfe ufeful to us, what Jlmll we
. ,.. . think
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