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office, as thoy did, with not a dollar in the

treasury, a:id no present means of ruising

money, much nee<led public works to bo

done at once, and with no niunicipal i-x-

periance to guide them, would it have l)een

any wonder, even if tlie ytar had passed

without any calamity or st-t-backa, if these

pioneeri in civic government and contrtd

had been unable to cope with all the needs

of a new place grooving faster, and with

more rapid strides than any city on this

continei t had grown? But theat men were
not made of the material that weakens at

dithculties such as these. Having abiding

faith in the future ot the city they set to

work with a will, and with the assistance of

some of the public-spirited citizens of the

place, soon had work on streets and roads

goi.ig on; opening up the different portions

of the city where new bniUiings were erect-

ed, and generally doing all in tlieir power
to forward the city's interests at home and
abroad. This first Council was composed
of Mayo- M. A. Maclc-an: Alilernien Man-
nion, (iniliths.Nortbcott.Cordiaer, Hilfour,

Humphries, K. 1'. Hamilton, L. A. Hamil-
ton, ('. A. Coldwell and Thos. Dunn, and
just as they had fairly outdined a pi in ot

public improvement, andlisoal policy, Htteil

to the urgent requirements of the city, all

their higl) hopes and fond aspirations were
blasted by

rilK liKKAT Fir.E

which occurred on Sunday, June 13th,

1880, in which insiile of one lionr the city

was literally wiped out of existence, the in-

habitants bereft of all they owned, with noth-

ing left save smouldering embers, and the

blackened, begrimed site, of what had l)eeii

the i.udeus of a fair city. Three huiulred

aud lifty buildings were, as if in a Hash, des-

troyed; 2.500 people were rendered iltsti-

tute and homeless, and about ^H.oUO.OOO of

property destroyed. This catastrophe oc-

curred at about 'J pin., of .Sunday, and at

4 a. m., of the Monday following, before the

ground had fairly coolnl otf, the hum of the

hanilsaw and ring ot tlie hammer were heard

in various parts of the town, and it stands

recorded is a literal fact, fitly demonstrat-
ing the mettle of the pioneers of this city,

that at least in one instance the tables were
spread aud a meal partaken of in what is

now known as the Northern Hotel, on
Hastings street, the evening of tlie day
following the great tire. .So rapid was the

1UILI1!N<: Of TIIK CUV

after the fire, that on Decendjer .'list, 1S86,

there were estimated to be .'150 buildings on

the townsite and a resident populatimi of

at least 2, (KM) nouls, with an assesseil vaUia-

ticm of gl2,()3'J,87T.

From the date of the fire improvement
a.:J progress were the onler of the day.

Buildin^j went up in all directions, some of

large proportions and costly inatorials.

Krick and stone became of general use, ow-

ing to the setting apart of ample^tiie liniits

in the more central .pofttmiif /of, tli'tfcfty.

•School houses aiid'uthip puljlt^^.linihlryV'*

in keeping wit3r.it^\gr«)wt1i jiiid gVovVinV^'

importaHce were'ert!clt cl no tliiit atfjiu end

of 1H«7, '.(IM) Imiiriings wiMe.iMJt/n;«it^ witli

an assesse*! vji^uk ot..'<l{.ji.>lt,07>).aiicl a pcijiii-

lation estflultwtaf li.iliwJ. ; Jth/! C'anailtaii

I'acitic KaClw»y« f'lViTlJitliJ -utoJ . Jjjocetiileil.

with the erection of miitalile whiirves and
warehouses for tlie accommodation of the

China and Japan trade and a line of steam-

ers were placed on this route, thus adiling

another cnannci of trade to those already

instituted by way of I'ortland, Oregon and
California. The etfect of this was imini'di-

ately ftdt by the impetus given to building

in the vicinity of the docks and by the in-

tlux of tourists brought hither by the

knowledge that a new, expeilitious, short,

cheap and all-iiritish rail ami steamer route

had been openeil up between the Occident
and Orient. Tncse causes, together with
the establishmentduring this year of a num-
ber of other m.uiuiactuniig establishinentu,

principally in iron ,1101 wood, and the large

ex[)enditure made by the corporation in the

opening up of streets, and building of side-

walks, erection of public buildings, per-

manent system of sewerage, combined to

cause the year 1888 to be a continuance of

rllK KUA OF I'llOSI'KK fV

that had dawned upon the city after the

great tire, and this prosperity is amply
evidenced by the increase in the number of

buildings and population. The buildings in

Deccember 1H8S, nnmoeie.l ll.il), the popu-
lation 0,.")00, with an assessed valuation of

S(i.2.'i."),8.'i7.00.

The year KSSl) witneesed a repetition of the

former marvellous and unprecedented
growth of the city. Unddings of greater

beauty and value were erected tliaii in form-

er years, in fact some of these erected dur-
ing this period would rival iiriny of tlmse

in older and more pretentious cities, (i is

and electric lighting were introduced and
used for both pulilic and private use; new
lines of steamships were inaugurated and
placed in siieeessful operiition An agree-

iiient was entered into with responsible

parties for the iniiugiiratioii of an elHeieiit

electric tramway on the principal streets of

t!ie city and a system of waterworks put in

operation cr.":ible of supplying a city of

rO,(KK) inhabitants with pure water and
ample pressure for lire and manufacturing
purposes. With tliese additional advant-
ages is it any wimder that wi' timl the year
IS.SKcloseiiig with the nuiiiberof buddings in-

ereaseil to I'.l.'iti, the po|iulatioii increased to

l.'l.OOO and the assessed value ol property to

*i),.jl7,4Sl).

The year 1890 found the City of Vancou-
ver in possession of a popul.ition of lo.COO,

with buildings iiumbei'iiig :.'04li iiid an ass-

essed valuation in round numbers of SIO,-
000,000 and containing within its limits

about 4.') miles of sidewalks HO miles of

graded streets, 7i miles of permanent sew-

ers, of the most modern design, 1 1 cliurches,

.) public si-ho(dliou.ses, City hall, jail, 2 lire

halls; a Well organized piiid lire department,

2 large inm foundries, 7 luinber mills,

sugar relinery, 1 sinelter. Provincial (iov-

ernment Imildiiigs and County court house,

3 chartered banks, .">o hotels, a complete

and etiicient telephone service, an electric

tramway on six streets, a rate of taxation

of only one per cent, and a tiitme before it

siieli as no ci';y has ever yet had, standing

as it does iiiidwav on the shortest route be-

tween lireat liritain on tlnone hand and
' li(>r niosi remote eobiiiies of Hong Kong and
• ^usU'ilia oil thi; otie-r— t route admitted

til 'r the sliortest, ajeeisiblo at all time.i of

the Ncaidii Ibitish snd its entire length

—

• lunt Ml x manner inuring the whole north-
• LVfrheiniiptliere tributary to it by standing

• if» tt "4 'Pes at the

i;aii;«av ok llIK I'ACIKIr

tbroiiiih which in time must come not mily

the .lapaii and China trad • for Canaila and
Britain, but also for the United States as

well as the trade of Australia, the Sknd-
wich and South Sea Islands, Horneu, the
riiillipine Islands and Malay Archipel«go.
This is no fancy sketch of the future, but is

based on the ordinary laws of commeroe
and trade, which must of necessity uek the
shorter, and consqncntly the cheaper, route
for its commodities to hope to compete in

the markets of the world. It is no n>or»

than Just to expect a repetition of by-gono
history, which in the case of this, the City
of Vancouver, wouli' warrant the predic-

tion that 111 the yeai 1010 where to-day
stands a city of 18,000 inhabitaats there

will be a city uneijualled in si/.c, importftnoe

and wealth on the shores of the Pacific,

with lines of ocean steamers plying to all

p( rts of the trans-Paciric, with railroads

ce itering here from all parts of the Paoitic

("o 1st and the North-west, extending from
the United States northwards to Alaska

—

a city second to none in the liominion of

Canada—a veritable modern shipping am.
eomincrcial Tyre.

LOCATION OF VANCOUVER.
Kveryone visiting Vancouver will admit

that it is difficult to conceive of a site more ad-

mirably adapted for the situation of a great

commercial ciiv than the peninsula upon
which this city is located. 5fature and the

development of commerce in the greater

part (d' thisliemisphere both point to Vancou-
ver as the inevitable site of one of the great

eommercial centers of the world. It is the

gateway through which must pass a lirge

slure of the enormous trallic of the globe.

Upon one side rolls the vast Pacific, bear-

ing from the distant shores of .lap.au and
Cliina, of Australia and New /ealand, of

the hundreds of isles of the southern seas,

the huge cargoes that go to swell the com-
merce of nations. Their destination is to

the uttermost parts of the worlil, but they

come lirst to Vancouver. On the other side

of this city is the great continent of North
America with its mines, forests, agricultur-

al lands, manufactures, growing cities and
unlimited wealth. Tlie location of this city

is one of the most beautiful that could be

imagined and its surroundings are a source

of neverfailing delight to inhabitants and
visitors. In this respect no other city of

the I'acitic coast of North America can
con.parewi h it. Ceutly rising from the south

shore of Uurrard Inlet on the north side,

and from the waters of False Creek on the

south, those of the two lulets beini; only

separated liy a narrow ne.k of Ian 4 almost

in the centre of the city, the site presents

every feature that is desirable, whether re-

gardeil from the immense importance of a

seaport, which its miles of water front make it;*

fro. II the convenience to the residents which
the shape of the peninsula affords as regards

business, or from the advantage—from a
sanitary point of view, tile laud rising with

a graceful inclini! from thl' water's edge,

it enjoys of a foresh ire clearly deliued and
allowing a facility in draining that makes
it one of the cleanest and most beautiful

cities on the co;itiiienl. Tnu scenery that

surrounds the city is migiiilicsnt Across
the harlior towers the grand range of the

Cascades, stretching far as the eye can reach,

snow covered in winter, and ou the loftier

summits wearing its snowy incntle far iuUi

the slimmer. At all seasons these moun-
tains are a beautiful oiiject fm- the eye to

lest upon, especially upon a clear day,

when thiir splendid panorama Is fully nn-
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