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might also be given off to some one company with monopoly

rights. Nobody doubts that seals landing on islands or mainland

shores, or swimming in water within the three-mile limit of

the coast, are the property of the landowners, but away at sea

there can be no more property in them than in the salmon

which come regularly to certain rivers and then become land-

owners' property, but are anybody's game when on their way to

the rivers and out at sea. This has been on other occasions in-

sisted on by American jurists.

Mr. Adams, of tho United States, in 1822 wrote: " The pre-

tensions of the Russian (Imperial) Government extend to an ex-

clusive territorial jurisdiction from the 45th degree of north

latitude on the Asiatic coast to the latitude of 51 north on the

west coast of the American continent, and they assume the

right of interdicting the navigation and the fishing of all other

nations to the extent of one hundred miles fi'om the whole of the

coast. The United States can admit no part of these claims."

A little later Mr. Adams again said : "The right of navigation

and of fishing in the Pacific Ocean, even upon the Asiatic coast

north of latitude 45 degrees, can as little be interdicted to the

United States as that of traffic with the natives of North

America." President Angell, a great American authority, says:

" On what grounds, and after what modern precedent, we (the

United States) could set up a claim to hold this great sea, with

its wide approaches, as a 'mare clausum,' it is not easy to see."

Again he says : "Our government has never formally set up

the claim that it is a closed sea. Governor Boutwell in 1872 said

:

' I do not see that the United States could have the jurisdiction

or power to dvive oil parties going up there for that purpose, un-

i
less they made such attempt within a marine league of the

: shore.'" He rightly concludes in reference to the preservation of

the seals: "It cannot be difficult to make some satisfactory ad-

justment of this question." Professor Geffcken, of Germany,

a most able and impartial critic, takes precisely the same view.

British seamen in the last century hunted and fished in Behring

Sea. The right was insisted on by Great Britain in the con-

vention made with Kussia in 1825 in connection with matters

affecting this very sea. The first article declared :
" It is agreed

that the respective subjects of the high contracting parties shall

not be troublev. or molested in any part of the ocean called the
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