
T!fK I.KAiJlK OF NATIONS

that solctioii of tlu' prchletn. iiml prcxntod it untlt-r

the in«)(l*rn lonn of how to croiitc j)i'acf out of the

conHict of national or dynastic anililtions.

The national Stat*' i-mergod from the Midrlle Ages

under the j^uise and guidance of personal monarchy

and ;imid the clash of religious wars which followed

upon tlie break-down of ('atholic unit} under the

Papacy. But Wars of Religion, despite the proverbial

bitterness of theological hatred, proved more amenable

to pacific treatJnent than dynastic or commercial

rivalry ; and, owing either to the competition of

these other antagonisms or to the realization that

war after all could not solve theological problems,

the era of religious wars closed in 164H with the

Peace of Westphalia. But the ink was hardlv dry on

that treaty of peace when two Protestant republics,

England and Holland, Hew at one another's throats

over the carrying-trade of the world, and the city

of liOndon responded to the cry deletula est CarfhiKjo

in the interests of the Navigation Acts. The com-

batants paid the price for their strife in the common
terror with which the dynastic ambition of Louis XIV
soon inspired them, and that danger was only laid,

after a generation of European war, at the Treaty of

Utrecht in 1713.

The cost of these wars had by now begun to produce

some impression on the minds of men. Efforts, indeed,

had long been made to limit the injury and the suf-

fering they involved, and early in the seventeenth


