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Ris Excellency (that is, the Japanese For-
eign Minister), produced a written mnemoran-
dum, tfle termis of whicli were to the purpose
that the Japanese government were willing to
agres that Canada, in sigîîîfving lier adliesion
to the treaty, iniglît do se wîtli a proviso that
the stipulations of the treaty shahl net iii any
way affect the lau-s of eltiier conntry in re-
gard to flic immigration ef labourers, and
turtlicr. that flic treaty slieuld cea-se te be
binding six montlis after notice te termnite
if bath beani given by eitlier side.

Se tîtere w-as a cexuplete agreement by
the Japanese gevernîncat te the dcmiaud et
flie Canadien geveranuent, exceh)t fliaf nI
tnat lie theY dlid net consent thaf tlie
word lahbourers ' sheuld bic cxpanded by
nadding thereto the word 'artisans.'

The Britislh ambassader, en February 10,
1896, follewing tue suggestion etf Can-
alla !ii that regard, matie an iîiqniry et te
g;overinieuit of Jani as te wliether- or net
that wlicli lied been dlemeindcdl by Canada
and cemwentcdl te by thec Jelienese geverti-
ment we lase be cenisentedl 10 bw fic
.Japaiiese gevernminent l respect te thc :ad-
luesien et tlie etier sclf-geverning depend(en-
dles ef the empire te the treaty ef 1894. On
thc lu0th et Mardil, 1896, tHe Japatiese gev-
erninlent i reply te tlîis demlanld of the
British alunassadeor expressed its consen4t t 1
tHe adfiesien et il flic othier self geveriiinig
colonies on flic saine terais as Canada. but
continut'd te ebjeel te fle addition e t fle
word artisans.

On the 1tfli et July, 189C). Mr. Clin-
berlain. then Secretaqry et State fer the
Coleniles. sent a dispetch te the Gex-
orner Ccirliiiquîring wvllether flic gov-
emmiiienÉ cf Canada weldadiere le tie
,Japauese treaty. The Ceniservative geovemui-
nient i that date lied just gene eut et
pewer and niy riglit lien. friend tlic Prime
Minister lied assnied flic reins et office.
On the '2Otlî et July Sir Richard Cartwîrighit
Ilion Minister et Trade and Ceinmerce, sub-
îniftcd a report te fie Privv Ceunceil. I will
neot read flic whele et fl report, but I
will renid a l)ertietn ef it, bceuise it is rather
importent ils indicetiiig the reasenis tîpen
w-hid i is gevertituient decliiied te accedŽ
te tlie treaty witli Japani. The repert et
tlic M %iniister- et '1'rade and tComcerce, i ils
preatel>le. retors le tlie trealy and te Varions
celidice t ia I .oin nli Ititlotis îvli liha 6ii
takexi place w%%ifl regard therete, aiid coii-
tinues as follew-ýs

The i inister iii rePorting tliereon lias the
honotir te sulimit for the censideration et lis
Exccllency the Govemnor C'eneral iii Ceunceil,
that' ulule lie fuhhy approves of the general
pievisiens of the treaty as nuodifled, yet con-
sideriaig tue interpretation put liv lier Ma-
jesty's government as wvelh as by those gov-
ernitients interested upon the intent and
ineaniiig ofet fli not favoured nation clauses,'

stly apea in treaties betweeiî Great Bri-
tain andi foreiga countries, wliil interpreta-
tien under existing circumîstanices would lie
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lield te lie hinding upon the Dominion of Can-
ada, aîîd in view et the provisions contained
iii article V. et the said treaty, and et ques-
tionis arising as te the exact meaning of pro-
lisions coîîtained in articles VIII., IX. and
XV., and considening fluat apparenfly under
tîme provisiens et these several articles the Do-
minion wouhd lie further liampered in any
effort fliat miglit lie made in connectien witli
the negotiatioti of arranigenients under w-hiclî
any concession niade for speciai equivalents
granted liy reason thereof te or with ether
ceuntries, lie dees net deeni if advisable fliaf
the Deminion sliould liecoîne a parfy te or lie
lieund liy the provisions etfflie freaty ia ques-
tion. Hie therefere respecffully recommentN
thaf if approved, R-is IŽçcellency the Governor
Goneral lie nîeved te cemmunicate b>' celle
te the Rt. lien. flie Secretary of State fer flic
Colonies the substance of flic minute et
couîîcil fennded hereen, ini erder that flic Jap-
anese governînient me' lie advhsed tliercef e ifli
as little dola>' as pos-ibile anîd w iftit li titie
limîit as per article XIX. et lthe satd treef>'.
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Flic lanaguag of4 eItis recotiiieîdlti i s
ver>' cotnfuse(]. Tîtere speins t, be a liiii
!'ietn iii eue par t. be; oteee et tlle seni-
teîce-s is appareti inîcemplete,; buit the pur-
pert et it is casil>' to e iuderstcedi. 'fli
gevernunctit w-cie eppresseti b> tîte fear tîtat
tue adîtiesien et Caniada te tintt treat>' iniglit
lie uiipýer tteiti iii Seule wav iii ceiilecticti
witli preferetil fmade. wlhic-h -as Ilion
1111(er discussion. For iii- part. I de net sce
whiat possible cifeet if oculd have in, tie
directieti indit-ated b>' îlis reîpert, because
flic Jaitatese treat>' didi tnt embedy flic
ptrevisions c-eîtaincdl !i the Germani anti
Belgian trc:tties. As ever>' eue acquainfed
-itb flic subjeet lcn>w-s. these treaties con-

taincd anu express stipulation tliat an>' con-
cession or advantae granted h>' Canada
te flic netîter ceutntry niust lie graiited ise
te Belghînî ami German>'. Tflere w as ne
sncb stipulation in tic Japanese treat>-, and
fer thiat reason if secmns te mie ne sucli
dliffictilty cenldi have arisen. Indleed, iii flic
fellewiuîg yea~r tic ('anadciati goî-eruîmcnr
jîscîf înîssedl an erdcr in cenneil declering
tilat aa -seiîtitled te tilie h:etîcIitsý cf
tic reciprocal or preferential tariff. The
Miiîister et Trade aîîd Commerce in is
report dldiio etfalce inte couîsideration the
labour questuonj at cli, buit id bave regard
te a couisideration w-hidli secuis te me alto-
getîter taliccieus, and vhicb sbeuldl net
have ittrfcred in flic sliglitest dcgree witb
flie aiiesien et Canadla te Ibis front>'.

Oui flic iSîi et September, 1896, Mr.
Chamberlain notficd ('aniada fliaf Queons-
land lias refused te ncepî flic front>' unless
givon freedoîn et action !l respect te flic
inmmigration et Japanese artisans. A furîber
erder lu council w'as passed on flic l5tli
et Oclelier, 1896, retusiuig te acede te
flic Ireaîy fer flic reasens already stated.
on flic 21sf et Octeber, 1896, Mr. Chaumber-
laiti comununicctcdl loe lcoviertior Ccii-
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