
'Zbe Commercial
WINNIPEG, MAY '22, 1893.

MARLY OLOSING OF STORES.
A commercies' troeoller who bas rea thse

articles in Tita COMMERCIAL UPOn earlY closing,
etates thiat lu bis wanderinge throughout the
country, ho lhas oeerved that the best and
mont succeseful business mon are the firat te
move lu favor of early cîeslng, The towns
where early oloelng la in force, ho clafns, are
the brightost and mont progressive places, and
have the mont auccesaful buminess mon. The
towns whero the stores are kopt open the latent,
atre the slowest and puerent business places,
and have the fowost isuccosteful business mon.
These feutures, the travollor thougbt, forrn a
coincidonce wertby cf note, and ho was net
backward lu expressing his vlowis upon the
case. Acccrdlng te his idoso, long hours are net
in keopingwltbbusines bility. The proozreas.
ive, capable business min would ho the firat te
discard the long heuras systorn, hocause it
shows a bail business habit The more Incapa-
bIe business mon would ho more lkely te hold
te on obsurd ani( unhuisinos-like systeni. One
point the commercial traveller particularly
wishied taeomphasize le, that thse early uloslng
nieruhonts, he claimed, are the meut aucceseful
la making their collections, wbhle those who
are particularîy notoil for long heurs, are net
bucceseful. in this respect, He gave a rmason
fer this, that thoio who cloaeca np early, coulal
devote halt un hour or &se iu the evening look-
ing over their acceunts, andl planning te koep
up wltb their work.

Whatover truth thore may be la thse state-
mont, that the towns wbore early closlog la ln
force bave the beet business mon, Ti Ceasy-
3iaciAL bùlieves it shows good business policy
te close up stores nt what might bo calted an
early beur. It (allowe, that tu keep chien late
is peur businespolioy. Taking thse eIder cities
of the tait, it will bo (oued that thse tuat suc-
cesaful establishments bave been the firat te
ndept early closlng. In this j ournal laist week
ire gave thse experience cf twe ci thse largeat
retail bonu in Canada, upen this question.
Oue firni decided te close at six o'clochz lu thse
ovonicg ceu Satarday, the saine as other days
of the week, and thougis the lious was deing a
very large trade in.tho evenlng, the change id
net prove a disailvantage, but insteAd cf a
decreaie, business lacreased rigbit aloug, snd ut
leu expenso.

Most cf the argurnents advanced in faver oi
long heurs are nonsenBical. Thse publie can
very acon ho edecatea loito proper habits iu
buying their ordirzary store wares. If business;
places closeil at six o'clock every day ln thse
sveek, aud aIl the year arcund, we venture te
say that thse public would very san cosse ta
regard it as a hardsbip, ivhilo it wotild be a
great advantage te the merchant and a source
of joy te bis employcea. It cate moey te
keep stores open, andl the mat expansive tirne
la tIsa evonlng, when artificial light ha te ho
supplied. If mercbante can sherten their heurs,
wltheut malerlahly- decreasing their sales, thoy

wlll deoroase thelir exponse and inoroase thoir
profitis, boudesn rendorlig liec a more ploasant
exporlonce to themaelvos and thoso about thons.
That oarly oloslng dose net injure business, is
the exporienoe of thoso who have tested the
plan. __________

EANUFAOTURES IN NANITOBA.
At the prenent trnta WC hoar a great many

complaintes from residents of titis province, and
ispecially from reaidonts of the oity of Winnipeg,
about the lack cf manufacturing institutions la
the citiez and towns cf 'Manitoba. Witb those
complainte la often displayed a great shara cf
potulance and inclination to abuse local busil-
nesns mon, and capitaliste interested here bo.
cause thoy do nlot at once stai't industriel insti.
tutions, and sot thom lu operation. Often do
wo hear Winnipeggers aisrt that the city
neyer whll arneunt te anytbing, tntil it becornes
somewhat cf a mansufaoturlng contre; and while
this sweeping asertion cannot bc accepted in
full, it muet bo acknowledgcd that thero in
soine trutb lu It. The peoplo who niake the
complainte and assertions muet as a rule get
credit for having ýho welfare cf this and cther
citiezs nt heart, but thay are onutitled te very
littie credit for aither the knowvlodge they
poues, or te the enquiry they have made as te
the prospect cf manufacturiug concerne bocom-
ing profitable investments; and it is a note.
wortby frot, that from persans who are ini a
position te comprebend existing circumst:ànces,
the complaints are few, and are never made
unlesa accompiniod by an expression cf regret,
that the obstacles lut the way cf profitable
manufacturing are numerous, and the field for
engaging therein very liitcd indeod.

It would ho well if ail interested would make
a little study cf the obstacles in the way of
profitable inantifacturing; for, without douht,
if the public generally dia understand thuse
obstacles and difficulties, many could and wotild
bo romovcd by united public actionai. It rnay
ho worth the trouble, therefores, te note bore a
few cf thosethat may bcaniffderod the greatest
and mont insurmountable.

In looking at this question cf profitable
mianufacturing, tbe firat harrier wo muet ivith
la the coot cf sklled lao er o, and the difi
culty cf procuring it, compaired with, the situa.
tien ii eastern.cities, whore are lucated the
institutions with whiuh aur local manufacturera
would have te compete. If WC take tho City of
Toronto, for instance, wboe the wages pea
for nkilled labor in probably highor, on the
average, than in ny other esteru city, and
compare it with Winnipeg, we lied that the
wages cf the skilled mochanie are in the neigh-
borhood cf fifty per cent bigber in the latter
than iu the former, and what is still worso, it
la dificult if net impossible te sec whero this
gap can ho te any material extent narrowed as
motters now stand. Even with thie great dif -
ference lu rernuntoratien, employers bore, who
require skilled labter here beyond the limit of
tîje local supply, oiten fied it bard te iu'luce
esatern artisans te locate in this province. Ir,
muet ho ocknowledged that many cf the objec.
tiens ta bu met are parely imaginary, and the
rsuit cf the IonZ yoars cf misreproientaticn te
whlch Mlanitobs was subjccted in the eut.

But lrnaginury as thoy may bo te the Ontario
artisan, tlioy arm roal dlificulties te the bleni
tebani seking skllod labor.

But there are gonulne ressens fer the eastern
artisan'. objections ta locatiug bero even te
botter hirnsolf in a finincial way; and this is
plain te sny inquiror who will compare
the state of the city with that cf
Torrnto. In the latter city as a rule
working mon's houses are coxy, Warin in the
%vinter, suppliod with ail modern cenvenioncest
inclading an abundance cf (rusis dean watert
snd are moderato la rent. In WVinnipeg, with
An' incomplete sewor system, and a much more
incorn piete wster main systom, modemn conveen'
ionces are the exception net tIhe mule aveu in
the reidencos cf the middle classes, sud are
unknown In the homes cf tho artias. Thon
lus Toronto thero is an abundance cf small
haoses suitable fer artizans, huilt cf selid brick
and atone, ummd capable cf bcbng made comfort-
able in any weather or temperature; whereas
tho home available fer the %Vinnipog artizan in,
with a rare exception, a wooden sback, net at
ail suited for the oxtremes cf this northoru
ohirnate, and in wbich ho and bis famsily have
te undergo inconvenience and oven suffering at
tintes, Nvbich are nover known in the home of
the Caetera man. Wby this ins the ceue la a
Mystery, even whon considered front a peint of
profitable investinont. Tbreugb aIl the tirnes
of dopressien in WVinnipeg succeeding the boomn
cf 1881 82, whon empty heuses in the city
could be numbered in scores, if net by the.
hundred, amaîl bouses at moderato rents fer
laboring mon anai their families svere rarely
vacant, suid yet those bouses, wore cf a very
peor clasa. The fact la, thoro la an evor in-
crcasiug damanda for smaîl bouses, and the sup.
ply is net increasing wvth the demand. If five
hundred amall bouse, brick built, supplied
with modern cenveniencea and facilities for
ecenomical heating in the winter, say la ter-
races cf hoîf a dozon or more, were te ho cou.
structed dnring this summner, and offered for
ront ab say front $120 te $200 a year, net one
would ho vacant next Christmas Day. A few
cf the prenant slmacks might bo, sud svould ro-
main so, until their owoors oither romoved themn
or repaired tbom sulffciently te make tbem ait
attraction for borne. Ameng ait the fields for
investisent in this city, there is none more
certain cf preving profitable, than tVils oneocf
censtrueting comfortable dwelIings for the
lsboring classes, and once these are available,
thse only valid objection cf thse artizan te liec in
WVinnipeg is taken away. But it requirés an
enlarged sewer aystem, au emtended Weber
workasaystem, and several other works cf civic
improvernent, before the work cf providing
good artizan homnes cau ho carried eut ta any
great extent %Vhen will those elvie improve-
monte corne? is thse questicn asked by many.
WVheu tbey do corne the enterprise wili net ho
wanting ta construat good homes for thse labor-
log classes, and thus makre the. ciby a desirable
location fer the artizan population,

Af ter thse ].bar question is solved, thot cf a
fuol supply is the greatest trouble. List (aIl
wben thse ceal front the Souris fields was brought
ta this and other cities, it was annsounced that
tho fuel problent was solvod for Manitoba. But
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