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EARLY OLOSING OF STORES.

A commercia® troveller who has read the
artioles in Titk CoMMERCIAL upoa early closing,
states that in his wanderings throughout the
country, he has observed that the best and
most successful business men arc the firat to
move in favor of early closing, Tho towns
where early olosing is in force, he claims, are
the brightest and moat progressive places, and
havo the most successful business men. The
towns where the stores are kept open the latest,
are the slowest and poorest busiaess places,
and have tho fewest successful business mon,
Theso features, the travellor thought, form a
coincidonce worthy of note, and he was not
backward in expressing his views wpon the
case. According to his ides, long houra are not
in keeping with business ability. Theprogress.
ive, capable business man would be the first to
discard the long houra's system, because it
shows a bad business habit The more incapa.
ble business mea would be more likely to hold
to an absurd and unbusiness.like system, One
point the commercial traveller particularly
wished to emphasize is, that the early vlosing
merchants, he claimed, are the moat successful
in making their collections, while thoss who
are particularly voted for long hours, are not
successful in this respect, He gave a reason
for this, that those who closed up carly, could
devote half an hour or so in tho evening look-
ing over theiv accounts, and planning to keep
up with their work.

Whatever truth there may bs-in the state.
meunt, that the towns where early closing is in
force have the best business men, Tne Cox.
MERCIAL believes it shows good business policy
to close up stores at what might be called an
early bhour. It follows, that to keep open late
is poor business policy. Takingthe older cities
of the cast, it will bo found that the most suc.
cessful establishments have been the first to
adopt early closing. Iu this journal iast week
we gave the experience of two of the largest
retail honses in Canada, upon this question.
One firm decided to close at six o’clock in the
evening oo Satarday, the samo as other days
of the week, and though the honse was doing a
very large trade in the evening, the vhange did
not prove a disadvantage, but instead of a
decrease, business increased right along, and at
loss expense.

Most of the arguments advanced i favor of
long hours are nonsensical. The public can
very soon be educated into proper habits in
buying their ordinary store wares, If business
Dlaces closed at six o’clock every day in the
week, and all the year around, we venture to
say that the public wonld very soon cease to
regard it as a hardship, while it would bea
great advantage to the merchant and & source
of joy to his employees. It coits money to
keep stores open, and the myst expensive time
is tho evening, when artificial light hes to be
supplied. Xt merchants canshorten their hours,
without mnterlnll_vdecreasi_ng their sales, thoy

| plan.

will deorcase their expense and inorease their
profits, beaidos renderidg lifo a more ploasant
oxperience to themsclves and those about thom,
That early closing does not injure business, is
the expericnce of those who have tested the

MANUFAOTURES IN MANITOBA.

At the present time we hear a great many
complaints from residonts of this province, and
apecially from vesidents of the city of Winnipeg,
about the lack of manufacturing institutions in
the cities and towns of Muunitoba., With thoso
complaints is oftea displayed a grent share of
potulance and ioclination to abuse local basi-
ness men, and capitalists intorested hero be-
cause they do not at once start industrial insti.
tutions, and set them in operntion. Often do
we hear Winnipeggers assert that the city
never will amount to anything, until it becomes
somewhat of a manufacturing centre; and while
this swoeping asrertion casnot be accepted in
fuil, iv muat be acknowledged that there is
some truth in it. The people who make the
compluints aud assertions must asa rule got
oredit for having *he welfare of ¢his and other
oities at heart, but thoy are ontitled te very
little credit for oither the knowledge they
possess, or to the enquiry thay have made as to
tho prospect of manufacturing concerns becom.-
ing profitable investments; and it is a note-
worthy ftct, that from persons who are in a
position to comprehend existing circumstances,
the complaints are fow, and are nover made
unless accompanied by an expression of regret,
that tho obstacles in the way of profitable
manufacturing are numerous, and the field for
engaging therein very limited indecd.

It would be well if all interested would make
a little study of the obstacles in the way of
profitable mannfacturing; for, without doubt,
if the public gencrally did understand those
obstaclesand difficulties, many could and wonld
be removed by united public action, It may
be worth the trouble, therefore, to uote here a
few of thosethat may be considered the greatest
and most iasurmountable.

In looking at this question of profitable
manvfacturing, the first barrier wo meot with
is the cost of skilled labor here, and the difhi-
culty of procuring it, compared with the situa.
tion in castern.cities, where are lucated the
institutions with which our local manufasturers
would have to compete. If we take the city of
Toronto, for instance, whoere the wages paid
for akilled labor is probably higher, on the
average, than in nuy other eastern city, and
compare it with Winnipeg, we fiad that the
wages of the skilled mechanic are in the neigh-
borhood of fifty per cent higher in the latter
than in the former, and what is still worse, it
is difficult if not impoasible to see whers this
gap can be to any material oxtent narrowed as
matters now stand. Even with this great dif-
ference in remunoration, employers here, who
require skillad labor here beyond the limit of
the local supply, often find it hard to induce
eastern artisans to locate in this province. It
must be acknowledged that many of the objee.
tions o bo met are purely imaginary, and the
result of the lons yoars of misrepresentation to
which Manitoba was subjected in the exat.

But imagioary as thoy may bo to the Ontario
artisan, thoy ave real difticulties to the Mani-
toban secking skilled labor.

But there are genuine reasons for the eastern
artisan’s objoctions to locating here even to
better himsolf in a financial way; and thia is
plain to any inquirer who will compare
the state of the city with that of
Torcuto. In tho latter city as a rule
working men’s houscs are cozy, warm in the
winter, supplied with all moedern conveniences,
inclading an abundanco of fresh clean water,
and are moderate jn rent. In Winnipeg, with
an incomplete sewor system, and a much more
incom plete wator main system, modern conven:
fonces are the exception not the rule oven in
the residonces of tho middle classes, and are
unknown in the homes of the artitan. Then
in Toronto there is an abundance of small
houses suitablo for artizans, built of solid brick
and stone, and capable of being made comfort-
able in any weather or temperature; whereas
the home available for the Winnipeg artizan is,
with a rare exception, a wooden shack, not at
all suited for the extremes of this northern
climate, and in which he and his family have
to undergo inconvenience and oven suffering at
times, which are never known in the home of
the eastern man. Why this is the caseisa
mystery, even when considered from a point of
profitable investment. Through all the times
of depression in Winnipeg succeeding the boom
of 1881 82, when empty houses in the city
could be nvmbered in scores, if not by the
hundred, small houses at moderate rents for
laboring men and their families were rarely
vacant, and yet those houses, were of a very
poor class. The fact is, there isan ever in-
creasing demand for small houses, and the sup-
ply is not increasing with the demand. If five
hundred small houses, brick built, supplied
with modern conveniences and facilities for
economical heating in the winter, say in ter.
races of half a dozen or more, were to bs con.
structed during this summer, and offered for
rent at say from $120 to $200 a year, not one
would be vacant next Christmas Day. A few
of the present shacks might be, and would re-
main so, uatil their owners either removed them
or repaired them sufficiently to make them an
attraction for homes. Among all the fields for
investment in this city, there is none more
certain of proving profitable, than this one of
constructing comfortable dwellings for the
laboring classes, and once these are available,
the only valid objection of the artizin to life in
Winnipeg is taken away., But it requires an
enlarged sewer system, ao extended water
works system, and several other works of civic
improvement, before the work of providing
good artizan homes cau be carried out to any
great extent  Whon will those clvic improve-
ments come? is the question asked by many.
When they do come the enterprise will not be
wanting to construct good homes for the labor-
ing classes, and thus make the city a desirable
location for the artizan population,

After the labor question is solved, that of a
fuel supply is the greatest trouble. Last fall
when the coal from the Souria fields was brought
to this and other cities, it was aunounced that
tho fuel problem was solved for Manitoba. But,



