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their victory at St. Ignace, the Iroquois rushed to St. 
Louis to continue their carnage, but not before more 
than five hundred of the inhabitants, mostly women 
and children, had time to escape in the direction of 
Fort Ste. Marie. Eighty Huron warriors met the 
ferocious enemy outside the walls and killed thirty of 
the more daring. But the Iroquois had the advan
tage of numbers; they battered down the palisades 
with their tomahawks and opened passages for them
selves to the interior of the stockade. The scene which 
ensued is one of the most heartrending in the history 
of the Huron missions. Beside themselves with rage 
at the opposition offered, the Iroquois aimed their 
blows at every Huron they met, and blood soon 
ran like water. During the massacre the Christians 

begged Fathers de Brébeuf and Lale- 
mant to flee and save themselves. But 
these devoted pastors steadfastly re
fused to go away. The salvation of 

their flock was dearer to them than their own lives, 
and while the Iroquois were slaughtering and scalping 
their Huron children, the two Fathers stood in the 
midst of them, baptizing, giving them absolution and 
animating them to die nobly for the faith. However, 
in this unequal struggle the end came quickly. The 
few Hurons who still lived were seized and made pri
soners by their cruel enemies, and with them Brébeuf 
and Lalemant who were specially reserved for torture. 
The Iroquois set fire to St. Louis, and then hur
ried back to St. Ignace with the Jesuits, whom they 
had stripped naked and bound with thongs. 
When the two prisoners reached the village they
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