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of the most useful description—added to the peculiar era in

which we live, forbids the publication of such a work. Never-

theless, to remedy in some slight degree, an acknowledged

blank in the History of our country, and in the earnest hope

that a period will ere long arrive when the study of causes

which influence the rise and fall of nations, will have its

supremacy vindicated over the local and fleeting considera-

tions which too generally sway the present age, I venture to

lay before your Majesty a brief, but yiet lucid and compre-

hensive detail of facts, sufficient for the exercise of the

judgment, on the momentous questions connected with the

Possessions now under the Sovereignty of the British

Crown.

Sire,—The transmarine dominions of this insular King-

dom offer—to the Agriculturist measureless fields for pasture

and tillage ;—to the Manufacturer an incalculable extension

of the home market for the disposal of his wares ;—to the

Merchant and Mariner, vast marts for profitable traffic in .

every product with which Nature has bounteously enriched

the Earth ;—to the Capitalist an almost interminable site for

the profitable investment of his funds ;—and to the indus-

trious, skilful, and intelligent Emigrant, an area of upwards

two million square miles, where every species of mental in-

genuity and manual labour may be developed and nurtured

into action, with advantage to the whole family of raaxu

England

—

Sire—-has no need to manufacture beet-root sugar

(as France)—^her West and East India possessions yield an -•,

inexhaustible profusion of the cane ;—grain (whether wheat,

barley, oats, maize or rice,) every wherie abounds ;—her


