
meBEtin 8 by i or " power of the heyB." All
hifitnry, (1i>inoi)8lrat<!H, urd nmoDg otberH
the hlHtory ol yonrii(1inirtletiatloD,tbiitwbero

nnt* of t.heii'i nNnrdllies 1h ii(tmittcil Ibti oitier

tti BurH to foUow Ot.ce the chuicti of Christ

I'Dds hrr "powof of the keys" to enforce

pditioa' rtrfiicnB nnrfer the BSDCtlon of leli-

kIi n, ibo Htnte will bood brain to aEenoie by
I'H "power f)f fbn swor " to coerce cob-
K(tfr<:e Irtt) HnVj ctlon to political douniag
by " pains and penalties ' Let mn cite

HR illuBtraiioD, tbe imprlecnment, lu)prvt<r-

lahment and banitbent, prtcttcal'y, o' luo.e

Piotei^tant mInlBtn h in (lie .' ord« r H ati^s

dailDf^' yonr admlDlstiat^on tbau itU timt

t;'ratit Htnarts ever banishmi'd from lieir

llvinpa for nonconfoimity; the blaephtiuona
Imolence of the RoBucran's oath as a quiiliU-

( atloD for iiltUiig in a cbnrcb conncil and h<B

military dopntlep, as Daniel's 'abominMion of

(1fBol4tioQ~stanoing where it ongbi rot,"

piK<il:;g thop'FtlvcH eide by Bide wlih rUtha
of charch 0: urta to orgkolis^ spiritual " Karop
ParlinmiHilB ;" the case of •' tciib>'H hoo
I'iiaiiteeB, hjpi)rr;ti:B " armed with >'ur
Hillltsry antbmitv to rob chnrch «)ii»B<f
t»<<lr records in Kflntacky, and to vnir^niia

itud crncifjr belovtd pastors, by tearing (bcni

tiom tht'r flofkn, In MiaBomi; the cnecf
yonr valguT ralltt&ry npstsrts farcing tbdr
loatbeermie liturgies upon chriBtlan tnlDl< t. rg

;>nd worsblppera and Condemning the devntod
ArmstrocgH and Wiogfields with bucdreds
whom they represent to every Ignomy end
torture ; now la the way of bodily labor and
enlTdilng in Btroet sweeping; or now, worse
biill the mtntal torture cf listening, in en-

fotced silenc9, to tbe Icgical thlmble-rlggirg
(if your Bot'.f rs and Wildes, garnished with
their ccarte, codSeb Eentimentalism and self-

eraltlng patiluU£>m ; or now, still worse than
h\l, the aconite cf a reverent spirit and dell-

v\ir> conacience compelled to accept in silence

the blaepbeniona "niigli makes right 'dogmas
of tboir Yankee etbicii and hellish theology.

So I might refer yon aUo to the case of

fiivctlmoniouB E-cIesiastloB with a roving

contmlBSlon from the war department, ana
srmed with tho power of the sword to go
ntid rob Southern Cbrletlans, or rather to rob
tilt) O.id they worship, of the property conse-
' lated to HlB cance. A'l this, Mr. Preaidcnt,

I regard as but tbe logical conseqaence of

of the ecoleRiastical sycophancy against which
I have so earnestly warned the Churches.
With shame Knd humiliation I must crnfeEs,

i bat it w .11 the church In the first Instnnce

that led yon astray, and these are precisely

the results threatened to the chnrch, in the
Word of God, as tbe punishment of such
wanton proBtitutlon of herself to tbe secniar

power. In the strong figure of tbe old pro-

phet when the chnrch I'ftij "plftv(d thK h'H'-.

lot with tbe Assyrian clothed In blue," her
judgment Fhall be the contempt, the exac-

tions, Rcd the cruel tyranny of her lover, It

is a curious verification t f this rule by its ex-

oaptloQ that -the Roman Oatholio Ohnrcb,

which has from the first refcsed to prostitute

her agencies to political and military purpos-

es, now Btnnili frrct and dtfitnt. Nomlli>
taryauthoiiiy IntKiferra with hir uiliiiotiy or
worship BavK to Nt di I'^d nnd hnoiillntirl No
Roman Ca'hollc prict-is pIno and rm ve In

exile. Beldum, If evei; baa Uomati CuHi'Mo
church property been dfeccr/)t>:(l Hr^i dt«
strcyed. And while every joor PritiPtaijt

minutAr trembles at your co<r< 't.* on whx-h
ruthletsly tears him from iit fittuiiy :n1
flick with no hope of ex^i p;lor, yen w*r
cfliclals carefully sblelr*, l>y ppeolnl crdtis,

the members of a piiuaihotd who bav^ no
famlilea to leave hrokeu-h^nrtxt whtn tbe
war-call Drees thimcff. Tbu (zplunatlim of
this anomaly is to be found In tie piirctjile

ot the prophetic threat tf jadgijient to bo
visited on tbe church In the i bops ot the
contempt and insolent ezactloDS < f the seen,
lar power to whoso purpcaea pl:f fcuh (iebnatd

herself.

That this charge against the FroteBtint
Churches of apostaoy to s^calarlam is well
founded will readily appear by a eimple refer-

wco to the political history of the country on
the onr hind and to the utterances nnd act« of

clurch courts, pulpits, theological profeit-

rors and cLmch journals on the ntber. The
proper limits of this letter preclude anj thing
beyond a general reference to tbe more note-
rl us facts.

Every intelligent citi/en bnowa that, since

tho^orlgln of the government, two great poll-

tlcal parties have extated, representing two
widely dlffdrent confitinctions of the ccnttl-

tutlon. And no logical mind can fall to eon
that in the ecciesiastlcal acts and ntteiancos
to which reference Is here made the solemn
sanctions of religion that bind tbe couBcienco
—for church courts and pu'pits apeak In the
name and by the authority of Christ— are

brought to the support of one of these ccn-
strnctlons of the constitution as agalDtt
the other, and the measures of one
part as against the other. It \»

Immaterial to the argument which ot tbete
parties Is right, nor have I, as an editor, ever
presumed to determine. The simple point
of my charge against the clutches is that

they shonld have asfumed to deturmir-o rucb
questions at all, contrary to the tenor ot all

Christ's instrnctiocs nnd to tbe very nature
of the spiritual power committed to tbi m.

In lllnstratlon and proof of tbl4 I rt fe-r

yon to some of the ecclefiiastlcal u'terancea
of the last three years, beglnnitg with my
own church, that I may not bo suspected (

f

sectarian partiality in the matter.

The Qeneral Assembly at Coluinbna, l'^

1862, declared, In the name of Ctarlat, dxt
"ii: is the clear and solemn duty of tht
national gcvemmfnt to preserve, at whitcvtr
cost, the national Unlo", enjuinlng np n n)),

in the name and by the nuttorlty of the Lord
Jesus to (xainine tb' Ir hK^rt md it-ioper

toward the goyirnTt^i* " Aid the r.sxae

body, in 1864, In Chi t'.< rnnr.o, thonRh
seemingly ca efol not to rmutlnn lb<> rsnrr^

of Christ in their pronuDci~iueri<'.>, eL(l>>)6t<

in effdct the leading political acta of t&e
party in power, some of which I undorstaud


