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nil; bat at pmaat I am as vadeM far regular Mrviee aa one of my<Hni
eooatfj IndiaM, or a Don Coieadc.

•' I aost, tiMrebre, keep on prottj mmA as I have begun ; writbg when
I ean, not wben I wcold. I shall oecaslooaUy shift my residence, and write

I whatever ie enggested by objeete before me, or whatever rises in my iaufl-

I

nation ; and hope to write better and more eepioaely by«and-by.
> I am ^ying die egotist, but I know no better way of answering your

I mopoeal tun by showing what a very good-for>nothing kind of being I am.

[
Shonld Mr. Constd)le feel indined to nuke a iiaigain for the wares I have on

i hand, he will eneoorage bm to fiirtiier enterprise ; and it will be something

like trading with a gipsy for tiw fhdts of his prowUngs, who may at one tiase

I

have nothing bat a woodim bowl to offer, and at anodier time a divertankard."

In reply, Scott expressed regret, bat not surprise, at my declining what
[might have proved a tronblesome doty. He then reearred to the original

[safaject of oar correspondence ; entered into a deteil of the varioas terme anon
iwUmi arrangements were made between aatbors and booksdhrs, thst I m%ht
|take my dMHoe ; ezpreering the meet enoonraging confidence of the saccees of
By work, and of previoos works which I had piodaoed in Aflseiice. " I did

10 more," added he, " than opos the trenches with Constable ; bat I am
I if yoa will take the troable to write to him, you will find him ^poeed

< treat year overtares with every degree of attention. Or, if yon tlraik it

conseqnenoe, in the first place, to see me, I shall be in London in tim

arse or a month, and whatever my experience can command Is moot
at yonr command. Bat I can add little to what I have sdd above,

my earnest reoommendation to Constable to enter faito the negotia-
:••

[Before the reeeipt of this most obliging letter, Jiowever, I had determined
[look to no leading booksdler for a Isnnch, bat to Uirow my work befora

I pnbBe at my own risk, and let it sink or swim according to Its merits. I

I to that efftct to Scott, and soon rsoeived a reply

:

f" I obeerve with pleasore.that yon are going to come lerth in Britab. It

[eertabriy not the very beet way to pabltoh on one's own aooompt ; for the
I set their fooB egainst the droalation of sodi works as do not pay an

: toll to themsdvee. Bat they have loet the art of dtogether damming
the road in each eases between the anthor and tiie pnblie, whkli they were
aUe to do as effsetaally as Diabolae in John Banyan's Holy War
* ap the windows of my Lord Understandiitt's mansion. I am snre of

I thing, that yoa have only to be known to the British pnblie to be admired
them, and I wonld not say so nnlets I really was of that opinion.

*' If yoa ever eee a witty bat rather locd pablioitioa celled Biaeiwood'9
fk MagmMbMt yon will find some notice of yonr works In the Isst

'
: the anthor is a friend of mbe, to whom I have introdnoed yoa In

I«HUMt«faUMli|ioiBiaf ia « note a mceaediag paniTapli of Swtt'a latter, wbiah*

,
^- > it om; oat >•>•(• to m* »dn Mdriwt of oar aomapoii4aM^ inM too clufMlsfi^
fbo MBittad. Boat tlM prtvlowlrl kdl Mat Mm Sopkis Jicott mmOI diiiiisiIsM

ofW Mbr*! poMw poMblMd ia B&tar^ is oMrto wlwiii
t tta *'

a

liiMiM iij " of theA—to— pmo, by wMA «<—t o< wiaa h soriwaa
athitfs. teett
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i >—" la? tony, I hate not thaakdl yoaiaSqMa'a
r tfw Mad attsattonwhtobftwrislwa bat with thaAmaiteinolaiwe. Imims


