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THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION

encounter, than of official apathy, or at

least of mistaken judgment.

The following facts, arranged in order of

date, are relied on to prove that this repre-

sentation is correct.
^'

It is to be borne in mind, that King

William's Island lies off the west land of

North Somerset, and that the silent but ter-

ribly convincing testimony of the bleached

skeletons on the way, proves that, from

the moment of landing on Point Victory,

the survivors were struggling in a death-

flight for the Great Fish River.

I2th Dec, 1844.—*^ My Lords" Com-

missioners of the Admiralty resolve upon

another expedition by sea in search of the

North West Passage, and appoint Sir John

Franklin to the command.
'

20th Feb., 1845.—A distinguished Arctic

traveller and eminent physician. Dr. King,

of Savile-row, who, so far back as 1835,

had acquired renown as medical officer and

second in command of an overland journey

in search of Sir John Ross,—hearing of

the proposed expedition by sea, and re-

garding it, to use his own phrase, as a
*'* forlorn hope,"—addresses to the Secretary

i'm.


