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tiated the Treaty of 1783, and it was impossible

to suppose that the British negotiators upon

that occasion would have consented to, or that

the King's Government of that day would have

ratified an unfriendly, menacing, and impracti-

cable frontier, that was unnecessary to the

United States, was antagonist to the whole

spirit of the Treaty, and inconsistent with the

proceedings of the Commissioners by whom it

had been negotiated.

War broke out between the two countries in

1812, but was happily followed by the Treaty of

Peace at Ghent, in 1814. At the period when

the Commissioners of the two countries met at

this place, the dispute respecting this frontier had

not excited much attention, and the geographi-

cal details, upon which alone a proper judgment

could at that time have been formed a? to the

equity of the case, if not exclusively confined

to the Americans, were but imperfectly known

to the British Commissioners: they, however,

were not ignorant of the pretensions that were

to be brought forward, and perceiving that it

was intended to urge them in a very serious

manner, they adopted a course eminently cal-

culated to forward the great object they were

deputed to prepare the way for, viz. : the restor-

ation of peace.

Instead, therefore, of entering upon a dis-
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