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Somb-shcU.—A shell projected from a mortar or bomb.
JSombardicr.—Tlie lowest nou-conimissiincJ rank in the Dritish
army.

Breach.—An aperture, ofconsiderjiblc -width, iiiado in the walls
of ji fortrcs^i, to f.icilite iis bciiiiij stormoil. When im enp^inccr
reports to the ofllcer comnuindinnc al the sIcp;o of a fortifica-

tion that a breach is " practicable," he meaii3 that either by a
constont fire of artillery or certaiu mining operations, the wa/
is oi)en for the as.^aiilt.

Urcech.—The part of a gun in which the charge is deposited com-
municating with the vent, lock, or detonating primer.

Brigade.—Three or more regiments of infantry or cavalry, or
three batteries of artillery, associated together.

BuWs Eye.—The circular spot in the centre of a target.

Cais>iOn.—A box attached to a gun carriage for the conveyance
of ammunition, tools, <fcc., that may be immcdiatety required.

Cannon.—The guns used by the artillery. The word is derived
from the Italian, and means a cane or reed, which, in shape, the
guns originally resembled.

Caponnier.—A covered passage running across a ditch, and con-
necting the walls of a fortress with the outer works.

Carrcnade.—Small pieces of artillery supported on swivels.

Casemate.—Bomb proof works within a fortress, and used as bar-

racks, magazines, store-rooms, &c.
Chevaux de Frieze.—A cylindrical pole, from around which pro-

ject spiked bars, presenting a barrier to an attacking enemy.
Used with great effect by the French when the walls of Bada-
joz had been breached by the British.

Counterscarp.—The side of a ditch facing the walls of a fort.

Command.—The height from the crest or top of a parapet to the

bottom of the ditch. The term is likewise applied to the posi-

tion of an officer at the head of a body of troops.

Cohorn—A small mortar.

Congrevcs.—Formidable rockets, invented by a General Congrere,

in the reign of George III.

Cornet.—The lowest commissioned rank in the cavalry.

Cremaille.—Literally " a flesh hook"—applied by the French to

a description of entrenchment with a long face and short flank.

Called by the English '' indented lines."

Crochet.—A narrow passage running round the counterscarp of

a fortress.

Curtain.—A straight wall in a fortress connecting two bastions.

Dahigrcn.—The name given to an American gun, after its inven-

tor, a captain in the navy.

Dehlai.—The excavation caused by forming a ditch around «

work of any kind.


