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Niagara, were surrendered to the United States, yet it was not m
their power to deprive Great Britain of the Indian or fur trade,

carried on to the countries to the southward of the lakes, and across

(he Missisippi to the Misourie, in the Spanish territories, the trade

of those countries being prosecuted through those posts, without a

breach of the treaty 5 they however now attempt to restrict the

intercourse on the western side of the Missisippi in consequence

of their recent acquisition of Louisiana.*

The government of the United States having failed in the just

performance of some parts of the treaty of 1783, those posts* were,

^s before observed, retained by Great Britain, and the Canadian
traders continued to enjoy the fur trade, extending their intercourse

to the Spanish territories of Louisiana across the Missisippi, until

by the treaty of 1 794 it was finally agreed to give up the posts ; it

was, however, stipulated by the third article of that treaty, that it

should, nevertheless, be free to the subjects of both countries, and
to the Indian nations, to pass and repass without restraint, and to

carry on trade on cii/wr side of the boundary line, into the respec*

tive territories of the two states on the continent of America. 1 he
freedom of the navigation of the Missisipp* vvas also confirmed,

an^ it was agreed that all the posts and places on its eastern side

might be freely resorted to and used by both parties. It was fur*

t *

' * See a pamphlet which i^ highly dcservinjj of seriotis attention, entitled
** An AddretB to the Guveriiment of the United States, on th« Cession of
XouMMAo to the French, and tiic Memorial on the Cession of tl>e Mi$n$'ppi
to thiit Nation." Edition, I'hi!iulcl,)hiR, 1803. This work, which d«velo^>es

th'^ views of the French riovcriiniciit, having bctni suppressed in Anient?,
is worthy of reprinting, ;iiul some persons here connected with the British

ioterest on that continent have cupics of it. Mentioning the cession of
Louisiana to tlie Frcnclj, tlic writer obi^ervci*, " As to /Jr^^/anc/, all tbo
ditadvantages with which tliis event is said to menace them are real. All
the consequences just predicted, to her colonies, to her trade, to her navy,
to her ultimate existence, will indisputably follow. The scheme is eligible

to us (France) chietiy on this account; and these consequences, if tht^
rouse the English to a sturdier opposition, oui;ht likewise to stimulate the
rrench to more streunous persevejance." Of the importance of the Missis*
ippi the author says, " The prosperity of our colony will, indeed, demand
the exclusive possession of the river." Again, •« The niu-^f^r of the Missis-
ippi will be place<l so as to control, in the most effectual nr.nner, these in-

leriml wa,ve.s," meaning the dissensions betv.een the citi/.tus of the United
States. This is an able tract, and evidently tiie prodnctiun of a person con-
versant* in the politics of France. See a project respcctin^i; Louisiana in the
Collect, of Reports, &c. on NavijjHtion, edit.'l007, Supulenient, No. 1., also
Mr. Kufus King's Letter to Ixird Hawkcsbury, 15th May, 1803, and the
Answer to it ot the 19th of that month in the Official Papers.

* See Mr. Justice Marshall's Life of General Washington,
* since said to bo written by II. luUryiknil :—It ]» roprluted in ttio New Qunrlciljr Review. '.


