
THE DE LEVIS PAPERS.

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical So-

ciety, April 12, 1888, Dv. George E. Ellis in the chair,

Mr. WiNSOR road the followincr letter:

—

'

Mu. Presthknt,— Being unable to attend tlio meetinji this moniiiis:,

I write to comrauni'.-ate to thu Society u remarkable discovery of pap'Ts

relating to French-American History made lately in France by x\.bbe

H. li, Casgrain, of (Quebec.

(;leneral, afterwards Mari'chal de Levis, who was second in command
to Montgalra in Canada, carefully collected and arranged the great

iiumber of papers in his hands relating to the American campaigns in

which lie had pst been engaged. The collection forms in all eleven

volumes, and consists of (1) the journal of General de Levis; (2) his

letters written between 1756 and 17G2; (i?) journals of the several

campaigns of the war, written chiefly by the secretaries of Mont-

calm
; (4) letters of Montcalm to Levis; (5) letters of Vaudreuil to

Jjivis
; (G) letters of ]ioiirlama(]ue to Levis; (7) letters of liigot,

to Levis ; (8) miscellaneous "letters to Levis ; (9) various journals

and narratives of the events of the war; (10) letters from the Court

to the chief counnanders in America; (1 1) miscellaneous military papers,

partly relating to America.

Some of the documents in this precious collection exist in other

forms, including the journal of General de Levis, of which there is a

duplicate at Montreal ; but by far the greater part have been hitherto

wholly unknown. They have always remained iu the L(''vis family,

and are now iu the hands of his great-grandson, the Comte Kaimond

de Nicolay. Having laiu hidden for more than u century iu a pro-

vincial chateau, they have remained hitherto unknown. "It is the

preseiiL Comte de Nicolay," writes Abbe Casgrain, " who has rescued

them from the dust."


