
If Tsuruga instead of Dairen is made the connecting 
link, there is a saving of 41 hours. Calculated at the rate 
of 30 miles an hour on land and 12 miles an hour by sea, 
we can use fast boats and trains and cut the time in half.

Manchuria and Mongolia are the Belgium of the Far East. 
In the Great War, Belgium was the battlefield. In our wars 
with Russia and the United States, we must also make 
Manchuria and Mongolia suffer the ravages. As it is evident 
that we have to violate the neutrality of these territories, we 
cannot help building the Kirin-Hueining and Changchun-Talai 
Railways in order that we may be militarily prepared. In time 
of war we can easily increase our forces and in time of peace 
we can migrate thousands upon thousands of people into this 
region and work on the rice fields. This line offers the key to 
economic development as well as to military conquests.

In undertaking the Kirin-Hueining Railway, it is necessary 
to take advantage ef the dry season and finish it at one stretch. 
The mountains it must go through are all granite. The tunnel
ing would need modern and up-to-date machines. As to the 

« sleepers and ballast required, there is an abundance all along 
the line. Limestone and clay for making tiles and brick 
are also to be had for the taking . Only rails, cars and 
locomotives have to be brought in. The cost of construction 
could therefore be reduced at least thirty per cent and the time 
required forty per cent.

Now, let us look into the economic interests along this line. 
According to the careful investigations of our General Staff and 
the South Manchuria Railway, the total reserve of timber is 
200,000,000 tons. If one million ton is fallen and imported to 
our country each, year, it will last two hundred years. This 
will stop the import of American timber which has been costing 
us Yen 80,000,000 to Yen 100,000,000 a year. Although our 
information is reliable we cannot make it known to the world ; 
for if China or Russia learns that we get so much timber from 
America, they would try to interfere with the construction of
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