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representation. The next question is
whethier there has not been a vast decrease
in the population in soine sections of
the country. When you speak of repre-
sentàtion by population, taking it as it
exisas, when you have te take the smaller
constituencies and add themn te others, I
think it does not require much thought te
form an opinion of the difficnlty that sur-
rounds any government in dealing with
a niatter of that l<ind. I do not require te
go beyond my own coimty, where 1 have
been living since 1833, for an illustration of
this. I think my lion. friend, when hie was
Premier in the local House, had something
te do with this matter. If you can imagine
a more outrageons division you would re-
quire a more vivid imagination than I
possess. Hastings is divided inte three rid-
ingaS for the local House. The north riding
ý%'as properly dîvided. What do yau suppose
the hon. gentleman's Government did?
They set te work and tacked on a large
portion of the couuty of Renfrew-a dis-
trict miles and miles away from the north
riding of Hastings. And why? Because
they thought under the circunistancea it
would secure the election of a Liberal, and
the Suggestion came froni that very.good
.Liberal, the gentleman who iutrodnced ite
the constituency a bogue ballot box, by
which the ballots of the Conservative votera
could be shunted ont, and -the Liberal bal-
lots put in. How do hion. gentlemen sup-
pose a canvasser wonld get te a portion
of that constituency in the north? [He had
fa travel froni Belleville te Ottawa, and np
the Ottawà river sainse hundred miles, in
order ta reach that portion of the north
ridinig of Hastings as amended.

That ia one of the cases ta which my hion.
friend refera. If hie wishes te camne te a
later case, the laat redistribution of the
county of Hastings is an example. That
cannty mus froni the Bay lof Quinte back
about one hnndred miles narth. It is three
township wide. They took the city of Belle-
ville and the townships running north of
it for one hnndred miles, and they took
two townships on the east aide of it, which
gave it the appearance o! two bay windows.
Why did they take in those two townships?
The reason was that in one there was a
Qonservative majority of one hundred and
flfty and in the other a Conservative nia-
jority o! two hundred and ffty, and that
woul.d give any Conservatives who got the
nomination two or three thousand îof a nia-
jority, and by taking those two townships
ont of the riding ta which they properly
helonged, it would give the Liberals in

that riding a fig-htinge chance. I do flot
Say that they would have carried it. 1
thixik we could have beaten themi even
with the division which they made. So
flagrant was the work, in this division,
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier himaelf, when it
was pointed jont to him how the ridings
were eut up, consented to have the
two townships placed in the ridings where
they belonged. 6o dis3gusted were the
votera in both ridings that Mr. Northrup
carried. the east riding by thirteen lt leur-
teen hundred majority. Honeat Liberals-
and there are some of them: they are flot;
ail of the sme grade-did not approve of
that redistribution. I could show the
Hanse a number of other cases of similar
character. 1 deem At my duty, in the ini-
stances which. my Mlon. friend the leader'of
the Opposition has pointed ont, in refer-
ence to redistribution Bis and the action
of the Senate, te show that these Bis were
flot of the character hie uiould lead us to
believe. Whether intentionally or not, hie
left the impression on the minds of those
who heard him that the Senate, in these
cases, was dealing with the Redistribution
Bill introdueed into the House of Gommons
under the constitution by whicb we are
governed. I knew, at the time, it was not
correct, but 1 did not wish te interrupt him,
becanse an' opportunity would present itself
te set the Hanse right on thia question.

In reference to the Naval Bil, the hon.
gentleman frnm Halifax said hie was op-
posed te sncb 'i large expenditure. 1
may say that 1 am not. I would spend
every dollar the country can afford te
strengthen the navy of the empire. I do
not propose« te waste time i discussing the
Laurier or the -Borden scheme at the
present moment. But 1 do say that to
adopt a kystem by which there would be
two nits, one on the Pacifie 'coast and
one on the Atlantic, tetally independent
of the navy of the empire, 'would be throw-
ing the money.into the sea. The expçndi-
ture would be ntterly nseless. I appre-
ciate the reasans given by the hion.
gentleman (Hon. Mr. Longheed) for *not
introducing the Naval Bill this year, but 1
do not agree with him. If I had any
influence, or could induce the Government
te act, 1 wonld introduce that Bill every
session that 1 was in power, and -compel
the Liberal 6enators te record their votes.
And I know fromn my own experience, i the
section of the country in which I live
what the effect would be. I have heard
one or two members ma-e the statement


