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The Address-Mr. Mackenzie King

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I ask my bon.
frie.nds to mention any other country. Will
tbey say that in Great Britain they are in a
better position as far as housing is concerned?
Will tbey say that in the United States tbey
are in a better position? Will tbey say the
position is better in Belgium or in Rolland;
in Australia or New Zealand, South Mfrica or
anywhere else? As a matter of fact-when one
compares Canada witb these Cther countries
in the matter of bousing we make a better
showing, in relation to our numbers, than any
other country at the present time.

Mr. MACDONNELL: Give us some figures
to prove it.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: My hon. friend's
leader is the one wbo made bis statement to
begin with, and perbaps hie will give us bis
figures.

Mr~. MACDONNELL: Give us the figures.

Mr. MACKÉNZIE KING: If my bon.
friend will just bide his time be may get -bis
chance for leadership, before 'bis life is over.

The leader of the opposition next spoke
about food production and agriculture in
general. I would again ask him: Can ahy hon.
member in the opposition point to any coun-
try i tbe world whiehb bas mnade a finer
contribution in the Iast few years than bas
Canada, and wbic'b to-day is continuing to
make a finer contribution in tbe export of,
food stuifs to beLp otber countries?

Tben my bon. friend found fault witb con-
trols. Agaîn I wisb tbat 'be might take a little
more to beart wbat other countries are saying
about Canada in this re'spect. I wonder wbat
country wauld flot give a great deal to be in
aur enviable position, because of our anti-
inflation policy and the successful manner in
wbicb it bas worked out? Will any han-.mem-
ber mention any country whichbhas dealt
more successfully witb that most difficult cf al]
prablems. namely, the combatting of inflation?

The trutb is that my bon. friend býas not
stopped ta ask himself where this country
would bave been but for the gavern-ment's
palicies in aIl these matters. I ask the people
of Canada ta tbink deeply on that paint wben
tbey are asked ta ex-press condemnation, by
thase wba are saying the government bas
failed in this, failed in that or tbe other
tbing.

AIl one bas ta do is ta compare the relative
casts af living in Canada wltb those in any
otber country af tbe world ta realize that in
Canada the gavernment's policy has been a
great belp ta the masses cf the people, and bus

63260-4Q

heen mare successful tban similar activities
bave been in ather cauntries. That ia the kind
of empbasis tbat is needed.

My hon. friend bas said that we failed ta do
this and ta do that. The trutb of tbe matter
is that my hon. friend bas failed to grasp what
aur policies-framed not at tbe last moment,
but years in advance bave xneant ta Canada,
and what tbey mean to-day.

Had we flot introdued and passed at a
previaus parliament legislation setting up the
Departmnent of *Healtb and Welfare, witb its
administration of family allowances, and the
Department of Veterans Affairs-again, ad-
ministering. the best measures for veterans
ta be found anywbere in tbe world-my hon.
friend wauld bave faund a situation very dif-
ferent indeed from the one ta be found in
Canada ta-day.

Had we not provided in advance for the
Department of Reconstruction, ta replace the
Department of Munitions and Supply, there-
by making preparatians in advance for the
wark te be carried on most effectively in the
past-war periad, I wander where we would
be to-day. And may 1 add tbis--and 1 do not
tbink tbe faut will be disputed,-that the
Liberal, Conservative and every other palitical
party in tbis country is loud in its praise, and
rightly so, of tbe magnificent work done by
the Minister cf Munitions and Supply (Mr.
Howe). In like manner the veterans of tbis
cauntry are loud in tbeir praise.,of the magni-
ficient wark done an their bebaîf by the
Minister of Veterans Affairs (Mr. Mackenzie).
War veteràns to-day have in Canada a charter
aIl but campleted, in wbicb is ta be found
legislation related ta tbe many sides of
ýtheir wark and of their lives. Again I say
the like of tbis is nat ta be faund in any
ather country.

My hon. friend did say bie approved of
the boan ta tbe United Kingdam, and I was
pleased ta b6ar bim say that. I believe he
appreciates, as do al] tbougbtful persans wbo
bave given 'study to the condition of the
warld to-day, tbe sacrifices made by Great
Britain during tbe war, and the pasition in
wbicb she flnds berself ta-day in seeking to
meet bier obligatians., I believe it is realized
that if Great Britain'is ta be maintained in
a position wbere she can play a belpful raIe
aniang the nations, tben- sbe must be re-
established in a way whicb will help toward
that end.

My bon. friend spake of a gift. This is not
a gif t; it is a laan. True, it is being made
for a long period of time; and I have no
doubt in tbe world that ai my hon. friend
has said if the boan were flot made tbis country


