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Whenever any person wNho Iolds the office of Con- aind by operation of the law. their seats, upon
troller of Customns or Controller of Inland Revenue icthe agreement to accept office. become vacant.
and is at the saie tine a neiber of the liouse of I have said all I propose to say w-ltlh re-
Commons, resigns his office and within one month gard to that matter, and I wish now to
after his resigtnation accepts any of th oees ein-make an observation or two in referece to
tioned in subsection. 3 of section 9 of the Act respect- .aenertonorme .inis.eretath
ing the Senate and House of Com imons and becomeS; a the stateent of the Prime Mimster, that the
Minister of the Crown and a miember of the Qen aiendment proposed by my hon. friend (Mr.
iPrivy Council for Canada, or having so resignedI ac- Laurier) is not a constitutional or ta proper
eepts any tiice reated hy ttis Act or bY the Aet of raendnent, inasmuch as it related to the inan-
the presenitt session intituld an Act to. uke provision ces of the country, and ought not be pro-
tor the au >ointment of a Slicitor-teneral uther thian pse(d in advance of the actual proposal to
that then æld by hu, he shall not thereby vacate hi lter the tariff. That would indeed bo

a very extraordinary principle to lay
lere the same provisions that apply j down. Let us suppose for one instance that
to a Cabinet Minister. apply also to the: this resolution were to becoine an issue in
Controller of Iuland Revenue and the Con- the elections. Let me suppose that we went
troller of Customs. if his seat were not to the count.ry upoi this. and that this side of
vacated by bis acceptance of office in the first the House, upon thtat motion, were to succeed,
place, how can it be supposed tiat it woulid as I think they would. Is not that a declar-
be rendered vacant by bis acceptance of Ottic( ion. even before the meetin, cf Parliaient,
other tihan the one he held within one emonth. of what the views of the party are upon an
It is plain, therefore, titat the intention was important question of financial policy ? Then
to take the two officers out of the class of the again let me refer to the case when Mr. Glad-
eligible for election to the H oius e Comions, stone in 1874, went to the country upon a
and put them in a class of oticers which proposal to make certain alterations in the
are eligible. not to put theim in a pos jlinland revenue tax. He did not state
tion superior to that held by members of specifically lie character of these alterations,
the Caliuet, so as not t,-o render thei vacit- except to say that there was to lbe a dum-
ing of their seats unnecessary, because that nutien in the rate of taxation, a declaration
was the necessary effect of the operation of precisely the saie as we are making now. It
the statute relating to the Senate and House is true. Mr. Gladstone lost the election. hut,
of Conunons. Whether they accepte. office if lie had succeeded, does not everyone see that
in the Government or not, if it was an the whole country would have known what
appointiment to at office Of emlOumTOient the policy of the Administration upon that
by the Crown,. tht hflic seat became question was ? If the objection of the First
vacant. and the seat becoming vacant they -Minister lhad any force. it would be as applie-
would have been ineligible for election, if this able in the case to which I refer as to the mO-
special provision of section six had not been tion made by my lion. friend heside me. I felt
made applicaIble to them. I make this state- quite sure that there would be no difficulty in
ment on account of the report which was la.id finding a mimber of instances in which para-
on the Table of the HoLuse. a report whichl graplhs similar to that proposed in tiis amuend-
I think requires some explanationi, because if ment would be found in speeches made front
there is or could be any doubt as to the the Throne at the opening of Parliament,
effect of the acceptance of office, then I think and I obtained froin the Library Mr. Ensor's
that that doubt ought to be removed. It collection of speeches from 187 t 1882. I
seems to me froi an. examinati of the two will rend extracts froi two or tliree of these
statutes, that there is net any rooin for doubt, speeches te show the Prime lnister that
but if tiere is, then that doubt ought to be the objection which eli takes is one which
inade Impossible for the future, and an am.tnl- has not been recognized by the Imperial Par-
ment to the law should be made so as liament, and certainly, the principles of Par-
to make it clear that the Controller of liamentary Government, are quite as well
Customs aind the Controller of Inland RevenuE! understood. and quite as carefully observed
do not stand in a position superior to th-at oc- there, as they are rikely to be on this side of
cupied by an ordinary iinister of the Crown .the Atlantic. In the Speech in 1844, Her
There is, let me say, this difference bet ween t Majesty, in opening Parlia ment, says:
assistant ininisters in Engliand--members of I Cfeel assured that in ]consider-ing all iatters
the administration, although not members of connected with the financial conceris of thte countrv
the Cabinet-and the controllers here. Te von will bear in mind the evil coisequenices of acci-
assistant minister in England is an·appoCitee mulating dbt during the time of peace, and that vou
of his chief, and not an appointee of the vill firnily resolve to upihold the public credit, the
Crown. He is not a minister of the Crown in maintenance of which concerns equally the permanent
that sense. Being appointed by his chiet iitterests and the honour and reputation of a great
his seat Is not vacated ; but that rule does not col-try.
apply to either of these gentlemen, because ITere was a proposal to adopt a particular
the law provides in both cases that the a>- pollcy with regard to a matter of financial
pointment shall be made by the Governor in Importance. In 184G, Her Majesty says:
Council, and being made by the Governor in 'I reconmend you to take into your early consider-
Council, they hold offices under the Crown to ation, whet;her the principles on which you have
which salaries and emiolumnents are attached, acted [that isu, the principles of reducing the taxes]
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