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exponets. By acoepting the $5,000 he was saved expenses
which, a8 & Minister, he wonld havéincurred ; so, in fast,
he: reveived -$6,000 in the shape of emolument and profit.
Therefore, upon the ground of having -accepted this sum,:
apart frem the-other:eonsideration, his seat in this House is:
vacant. Now, Sir, speaking with regardto the time when
the offide beoomés vacant, I find that in the case of Mr.
Phinn, who“was appointed Secretary of the Admiralty, it:
was held that the eppoiatment, being vested in the Board
of Admiralty, it wss not aniappointment wnder the Crewn,
and yeot ‘Mr. Phinn delt himsolf ealled wpon {0 resign his
seat,.atd {0 aocomplish this he accepted the Chiltern Hun-
dreds, It -sedms, however,'that he did not receive notice.
thwt-the ¢fice was conferred on- him,-and Sir Fitzroy Kelly,
speaking of this matter, said : ‘

‘L Apoording to Jaw.-and -the inyarinble usage of th rhenever:
an-aiiv: ménq I m: %‘a’mn aad the ‘wif *had ﬁ?z::&;.
his acceptance of it, from that momen: his sent was veaant and & writ
was moved for as soon as possible. ”

So that on every gronnd it ‘is porfectly obvious tbat Sir.

Charles Tupper has vacated his weat as & member for Cum-]

borland, betause he ‘accepted an office to which a salary
is sttached, and the moment he accepted that office he
vaoated his Beat. He vacated his seat because it is an office
of ewoluttient, and “beyond ‘all doubt in the matter]
it Has besn made vacant, if it was not vacant before, by the’
aocepianee of the money he reeeived as profit in counection
with-this offiee, to enable him the more efficientdy to -diw
charge his duties. Now, I was rather surprised by the’
obzervntion made by the First Minister, in reply to my
hén, friend from Lambton (Mr. Lister). My hon friend
référred to a letter which was read here, from Mr. Todd,
and he pointed out, that the letter showed that -the Minis-
ter-had Bet accepted his seat in this Hounse inadvertently.
The Jomder -of tire Government ‘said ‘that’ the letter was:
déted in Deceniber. Tt is-trie that the letter does not show
that he had consulted Mr. Todd at the time the office was’
abodpted. That was not'the point. But the lattér disclosed
this fitet, 1hat the subject waeone 'of discussion, one-which had
Baen prodight bafore thie public, ‘that Mr. Todd 'whs so
sttotigly inipresded with tho serious oharacter of the question]
that ke believéd that'it would be the subject of discussion in:
this House, and he addressed 1hat lotter to the Minister on
the 27th 'of Pecember. The House did not meet uuntil the
I'7th of January, and unless we suppose that the Minister]
hiad rioeonversation or discnssion with his colleagunes on this]
subjeet, it is- perfectly -obvicus that for nesrly a month
before the Honse et the “sthject was one of discussion be-’
tween ‘tho First Minister and the Minister of Rallways. So’
hedid not teke his seat in this House inadvertently, He
did knbw that his right to sit hére was questioned. He did
know thatit'was Hold by many ‘that it was not rightto sit’
here, that the séatTor'Cumberland was vacent, and that a mew
writ shouvld isswe. Now, Sir, there is no analogy ‘between’
this-edse and the case of & casual appointment tor'a’specific
"“’;}’“" “Pake the exse of Mr.Uohden, for instince, who,
whilo'n meiniber of Parliament, was appointed to-assist in
the-negetiation of a-commerdial treaty with France, Upon
thiut sabject, Tiord John Russell, when the matter washrought
bulore Parliametit for consideration, said :
LS Iti tter in whi a3 Plenipoteutiary ;
Bﬁt’tlft’ :1; m:t'l%; #honld e&ﬁe{"’ﬂi?’éﬁzfﬁfm issopc‘i)a;tgg‘:?
Barl ‘Cowley 3n that conveation. It is wvery properly skid that the
ish Geverameni ought mpt to depend on volunteers. There is no
ealary for a person wn & special miseion, but it is proposed that the ex-
pénses_of Mr. Oobden, ‘while on that mission, shall be defrayed out of
the public paree.’’ '
He undertook certdin specific daties, limited in their char-
#bter, which he ‘was calléd -upon to discharge, and 'his
expenses, Lils astual disbarsements While engaged in the

ﬂim'hxsfe ‘of those "daties, wers pdid for him out of the
pliblic Treasury. He receivad no profita, no émofﬁmentg;’kg

F

sent is a wholly different case. Here the Government have
thought proper to submit a Bill to Parliament declaring that
it is necessary to have a permanent officer in England,
declaring what his functions shall be, declaring how he shall
be-appointed, and unon what conditions he shall:hold that
‘that office, mnd declaring that that office shall be
an office of emolument under the Crown. To that
‘office they have :ﬁminted Sir Charles Tapper, and
‘having 8o appoin him, it is perfectly obvious
that his seat in this House has, in  comsequence
‘of that appointment, become vacant, and that a new
‘writ should issue for the election of another person
"to fill it. Then I observe, it is proposed by this Bill to
‘declare that Sir Charles Tupper—to remove doubts in the
‘matter —shall be the member for the county of Cumber-
‘land, Let me call the attention of the House to the provi-
:gions of the British North America Act an ihis point, Sec-
‘tion 37 of that Act provides, that the House of Commons,
shall, subject to the provisions of this Aect, consist of a cer-
‘tain namber of members, which are therein specified, and
‘that Nova Scotia shall elect a certhin number of those mem-
‘bers, It states the number at that time to be returned from
‘Nova Scotia, and the number of districts into which Nova
Scotia shall be divided; and it states the conditions upon
‘which an additional ‘number of members may be given to
ithat Province. -Thon it goes on to state that each
‘of the eighteen counties of WNova Scotia shall be
an electoral district, that the connty of Halifax
shall be entitled to return two members, and each
of the other counties one member. Those are the pro-
visions of an Imperial Statute. That Statute authorizes us to
substitute other provisions for these on certain conditions.
‘What are the other provisions? They are that every ten
years after taking the Census, the representation shall be
distributed in proportion to the population amongst these
‘various Provinces. But it does not give us power to deal
‘with this country as a unit, or (o deal with this subject in
:the same way as it might be dealt with by the Imperial
.Parliament, whieh has no such restriction, no such Statute
istanding above it. It does not give us power to_alter the
ilaw except on particular conditions and in a specified wgy,

he seat for Cumberland is vacant. By this Bill it is
;proposed to put a member in that seat. Who elects that
‘member ? Sir, it would be those who vote in this Honse
and in the other Chamber. Are they Nova Scotians?
Do they belong to Nova Scotiu? Are they the consti-
1nents provided for by the British North America Act,
‘acting under its authority and subject to the limitations it
-imposes ? Not atall. Those who will vote for the Bill and
ielect Sir Charles Tupper to the seat he has vacated, are not
‘Nova Scotians at all. Some are.from British Columbisa;
‘some from Ontario; and some from Quebec. These are the
‘electors who are called upon to elect Sir Charles Tupper to
:the seat he has vacated by his accepiance of office. %y,
' Sir, if we can elect Sir Charles Tupper, we can elect some-
' body else. Were we to strike out the conditions relating to
 his appointment and his election to the seat far this consti-
- tuency, we might provide that not Sir Charles Tupper, but
somebody else, might be elected to thatseat. We might
 provide that some resident of some other Province shail
represent thig particular constituency. There is no limita-
tion to our authority in this matter if we propose
to depart from the provisions of the law. . Then,
Sir, there is the gquestion of policy, to which I referred
this afternoon. The Government prapose by this particular,
mesagure to radically change the policy of oar law. - It is.
not simply this one ecase or this particular constituency
which will be affected, The whole law, ot only with regard
to representation, but with w‘mqﬁﬁal aﬁ)qintmant,
will be changed. boessor, Sir, I believe, now
holds the efiive of “Collector of Oustoma at'Québec; but,

Waa sadacly proiastod againat Sbiolata o, Bt th e

atbording' to'the rule Jaid déwn in'this Bill, that hon. gea-



