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It is the intention of the Government that the work commenced by the
joint committee on consumer credit in the last Parliament will be carried on
in the new Parliament, and that a special committee of the House of Commons
on food and drugs be again established.

My Government will continue to work for the effective co-ordination of
measures to reduce poverty and increase security across Canada. In this respect,
the Canada Assistance Plan is intended to enable the Provinces to provide, on
a comprehensive and flexible basis, adequate assistance to individuals and
families in need. Since the announcement of this measure by my Government
early last year, satisfactory discussions have been held with all the provinces
and legislation embodying the Government's proposals will be placed before
you in this session.

It is the aim of my Government to provide young people with the oppor-
tunities they are seeking for constructive service to the community, at home
and abroad, and to that end legislation will be placed before you for the
establishment of a Company of Young Canadians.

In accordance with my Ministers' belief that public policy should be
directed to ensuring that all Canadians can obtain needed health services,
irrespective of their ability to pay, my Government last July announced its
willingness to make fiscal contributions to provinces which provide programs
of medical care meeting certain criteria. When discussions with the provinces
have been sufficiently advanced, legislation to carry out this proposal will
be placed before you.

To provide for the expected expansion of health services, my Government
has announced its intention to establish a Iealth Resources Fund of $500 mil-
lion. You will be asked to approve a measure establishing this Fund.

While fully respecting the jurisdiction of the provinces in matters of edu-
cation, my Government recognizes a pressing obligation to foster more effec-
tive development of the human resources of Canada by assisting the expansion
of institutions of higher education, and by providing greater and more equi-
table opportunities for young Canadians to attend such institutions. A program
of Canada scholarships and bursaries for students undertaking higher educa-
tion will be submitted for your approval. Amendments will be proposed to the
Student Loans Act. As an initial response to the acute financial difficulties
encountered by the universities and colleges, you will be asked to approve a
substantial increase in the federal financial assistance to universities for the
academic year 1966-67. After discussion with the provinces, my Government
will convene a meeting to consider continuing action in a manner that recog-
nizes differences in the educational systems and institutions of the provinces.

Legislation on unemployment insurance will be proposed. You will also
be asked to consider measures respecting the Fair Wages and Hours of Labour
Act and Safety in Employment.

Arrangements will be made for you to decide the issue of capital punish-
ment at an early date.

My Government intends to place before you legislation regarding Term
29 of the Terms of Union with Newfoundland.

My Government will propose legislation to amend the Canadian Citizen-
ship Act, in order to ensure equality of rights for all citizens; legislation to
make collective bargaining available to the Public Service; legislation revis-
ing federal superannuation and pension plans to integrate them with the Can-
ada Pension Plan; legislation to remit to provincial governments 95% Qf
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