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MR. SHARP T'O VISIT CHINA

The Secretary of State for External Affairs,

Mr. Mitchell Sharp, hes announced that et the in-

vitation of the Foreign Minister of the People's

republic of China, Mr. Chi Peng Fei, he will niake an

officiei visit to China ia August. While ia China

Mr. Sharp will officiate et the opening of the first

Canadien trade fair ia Peking, where more tien 200

Canadian firms, representilig a good cros-section of

industriel sectors froni ail regions of Canada will

participate.

GOOSE BAY LEASE EXTENDED

The. United States lease at Goose Bey, Labrador,

whlch was due to expire on December 5, 1972, 'bas

been exteaded until june 30, 1973, by mutuel agree-

ment botween the United States and the Canadiaen

Governments. Canadien interests et Goose Bay Air-

port are administered by the Department of National

Defence and the. Ministry of Transport.

The base et Goose Bey la expected to remein

operational, though the U.S. statua et the base may

change. Extension of the. lease will permit renegotia-

tion on terme acceptable to the. United States and

Canada.

SEAWAY REPORT

For the second coasecutive year, ice conditions

delay' ed the. opening of the St. Lawrence Seaiway

beyoad the announced date of April 1. Temiperqtures

for the moath of Match were lower tien those ex-

pe rieaced in Mercih 1971, wiiich had been con-

siderably below normal; and a comparîson o! weather

and temperature date for the. years 1971 and 1972

ladicates thet 1972 weather conditions were less

fevoureble then those of 1971, ini pai'ticular in the

criticel period from March onwards.

As a result, the. season opened in the. Montreel-

Lake Ontario> section on Aprit 12, wben the. Glati

Syd, a 463-foot Daish tanker hound (or Gre>en Bay,

Wisconsin, locked through et St. Lambert, Quebec,

shortly before noon.
The Welland Canal was opened to navigation on

a round-he-clock basîs on Match 2>9 when the laket

Tadoussac transited Lock 8 bound for San4usky,

Ohio. Tii. leebreaker Griffon was on hand to escort

vessels in Lake Erie.

PROS~PECTS FOR 1972

Traffic Oni the Seaway during 1972 appeara to bE

proming.st Recent sales of grain to> the. l.S.S.R. anl(

the. Republic of China have 1.4 t# a prediction bi

grain experts thnt exporta of Canadien grain on thi

Seaway during the. lest navigation season are likel)

to continlue in 1972.

The fait-off in iron ore in both sections of the

Seawey in 1971 reflected mairlly lower steel produc-

tion in the Great Lakes area. A "soft" demand for

steel, record tonnages of steel importsý in North

America and blast-furnace problems experienced by

Ontario steel producers contributed to lower steel

production. The outlook for 1972 production is

generelly optimistic, with a new record predicted for

the. Canadien steel industry.
Prospects for an expansion in the Canadieni

steel industry and a low coal iriventory point to an

increase in coal shipments over 'those of lest year,

when shipments dropped as a resuit of a US. coal

mine strike and lower requirements by industrial

users located on L.ake Ontario.
Traffic ia iron and steel is flot ecpected to be as

buoyant as it was lest year owing to a new voluntary

quota agreement that limits U.S. steel imports to

less than the 1971 record volume. Devaluation of the

U. S. dollar, together with adjustments in other

currencies, should also have a dampening effect on

steel imports.
The. outlook for the Canadian and U.S. economies

as a whole is generally optimistic and an increase

is, therefore, forecast for general cargo other than

iron and steel.

NEW FIIEYFOIIESEEN

Five Canadian fishing vessels are investigatitig

what Fisheries Mînister jack Davis describes; as a

promis;ing new fishery ia the Northwest Atlantic this

summer. IThey a;re testing the feasibility of barvesting

caoelin. stock- of which are et present under-


