
issues, including the conflict between Iran and Iraq. Contemporary policies on reform include the

British and French endorsement of a voluntary restraint on the use of veto and the acceptance of

additional permanent seats for Germany, Japan, and Europe as a whole (a proposai endorsed by

Germnany as well). Italy's now abandoned position was to create 8- 10 seats on each of which 3
countries would rotate (rendering a total of 24-30 beneficiaries of tbis scheme). Italy also
endorsed a seat for the European Union and objected to a German seat on the grounds that

Security Council membership should flot be for sale. John Groom said that creating a European

Union seat at the Security Counicil is flot realistic. The United Kingdomn and France essentially

speak for themselves, especially behind closed doors. Moreover, the European Union must have

the capacity to act on defence policy autonomously (i.e., outside of NATO) before it can take up

a seat at the Security Council. While there is a potential for the European Union to act

autonomously within global bodies in the long mun, much work has to be done within Europe
before this can be achieved.

and the


