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Mis.gion 

The mission met in Khartoum, with CTOS,,opposition, human rights,,civil sodety and diplomatic 
representatives, as well as with displaced Southern Sudanese and the UN officiais trying to help 
them  In addition, visits were made to-oil pipeline sites north and south of Khartoum, and to 
Dilling,  in the lower teachés of theNuba Mountains. Thernission spent th.rce days at the .1-leglig 
operating base of the Greater Nile Petrcbleum Operating Company, eNpoc,,and from this base 
visited-a number of communities in thé vicinity. 

Locations in the south wcre ais° accessed from Lokichokkio, in northern Kenya, the operating 
hase of Operation Lifeline Sudan. This,humanitarian ép.erationis a oonsortiurn of the UN and 
major NGOS, and it organizes relief shiprnerits and other forms of assistance for °tien desparate 
eammunities in Sudan. 

An 1.1rgenit.IVIlatter 

South Sudan's Bahr Al Ghaial %vas the scene of a major famine in 1988,. and thousands.of people 
die& The UN Resident Co-ordinator for Sudan, Philippe Borel, issued, in October 1 999, a 
briefing note entitled 	 ertirig 	Potemmal Humamtrian Crisis: Western Lippet Nite: 
Another Bahr Al Gliazal?  

He is corivinced that a humanitarian disaster similar to the Bahr Al Ghazal famine has been 
brewing in linity state, Western Upper Nile, with the fighting there threatening.to.spiral out Of 

-control, 

2 Slavery  or Abduction: A pistinetion without a Differeuee? 

The opm allegation of slavery in Sudan-is not any sensational daim, whiCh can be criticized for 
inflation of numbers or ignorance of conirilexities Tt i a matter of record. It.is the continued 
assai.* on lives, and liberty of the Dinka people of Bahr El Ghazal by Arab raiders, the rnorahleen 
first arined by the GOS in 1985 and figuring, one way or anothér„. in the "var  Strategies'Of the 
GOS'today. 

The central question to which the Assessment Mission turned was whether the GOS has been 
"sponsoring" these raids against the Dinka and othets through thé practiée of"hiring" Baggara 
tribesmer4 In'effect the feared murahieen, as a protection force which takeS its payment not in 
cash or kind from the GOS but as booty;the goods and people they carrmakc Off with. 

Abhorrence of slavery is professed everywhere, including Sudan, where- we were strongly told, 
and nôtjust by the GOS, that slavery dcies not, and could not exist Foreign Minister Osman 
Ismail assured us lie would personally intervene in arly case of slavery brought to his attention. 
Ghazi Suleiman, -a deternained CritiC bf the ('OS, and a lawyer Who lias used the coUrts to free . 

 w °men and children frorn abduction, was equally insistent that there was no slavery. in Sudan. 


