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resources for military purposes is to be kept to a minimum and that, by implication, there is such

a thing as excessive military spending, namely, whenever it exceeds the least amount needed to

establish peace and security.

Subsequent declarations go further to state that international peace and security actually

depend on there being reductions in military preparations and that reductions in armaments and

armed forces are therefore in the interests of peace and security and are identified as an enduring

objective of the international community. In 1978, the UN General Assembly adopted the Final

Document of the special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, which

declared: "Genuine and lasting peace can only be created through the effective implementation of

the security system provided for in the Charter of the United Nations and the speedy and

substantial reduction of arms and armed forces, by international agreement and mutual example,
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