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Arno Peters' projection These maps present  a  new way of seeing the wold. They show all areas 
according to their actual size, but distort the shape of the continents. Peters 
elongates the world on either side of the equator and flattens  it  at the poles. 
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Canada began to assist developing countries in the early 1950s.    CIDA 
was created as the principal agency to carry out Canada's official program 
of development cooperation. 

Canadian assistance is provided in three main ways: through country-to-
country agreements, through Canadian contribu tions to international 
organizations such  as  United Nations agencies, and through voluntary 
groups. Most of this assistance goes into projects to help the people of 
the South achieve development, but some is emergency relief for refugees 
Or victims of disaster. 

Many Canadians take part in this effort - for example, by working  on 
projects overseas, by growing food that is sent, or by supporting Canadian 
voluntary agencies. The goal is to help the people of the world's poorer 
countries now so that they will be able to provide for their own basic 
needs tomorrow. 
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The colons on the map show the general size of a country's population 
in 1981. For example, countries with  a  population of less than 15 million 
are  colored yellow. 

North: 944%  North: 68.2% North:  98.9% Three-quarters of the world's people five in the developina countries  (also  called 
the South, or the Third Wodd). As the figures on this map clearly show, as  many 
as two billion people never have enough food, education, health case, and many 
other things that we  halte for granted. In  tact,  fife is so hard in many places that 
roughly 40,000 children die every day in the developing countdes because of 
meld-lion and preventable disease. 

Most of the developing countries were once colonies. Many became independent 
very recently, after the Second Wodd War. Since then, May have faced many 
problems. but have also made sonne impressNe progress, boosting food production, 
Reracy, school enrolment, life expectancy and induskialization. Most of the effort 
and eJmost 90 per cent of the investment have come from the people of the 
developing countries themselves - but the industdarized nations (the North, or the 
developed countries) have also provided significant help (called development 
assistance. or foreign aid). 

Canada assists many countdes in Asia, Africa. Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Why? Because most Canadians feel it is right to help the victims of world poverty: 
because  a  more just and fair world will probably be a more peaceful and stable 
wodd; and because  a more prosperous South con proHde the opportunities that 
Canadians will need in the years ahead for jobs and trade as the wodd economy 
grows more and more  interdependent. 
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Research Company. Book Tower. Detroit,  Michigan. 1983. 
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'  Gross National Product is a measure of the total domestic and foreign 
output claimed by residents of a  country. 
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iL  For further information please contact the Public Affairs Branch, CIDA, 
200 Promenade du Portage, Hull, Quebec, K1A 004. Tel.: (8 19) 
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The adult FderaCy rate  is  the percentage of people over 15 who can read and 
write. For example, the countries colored yellow had an adull literacy rate of 
less than 25 per cent in 1980. 

The map classifies couties by life expectancy at birth - that is. by the 
number of years  a  baby loom in 1981 can expect to live. For example ,  life 
expectancy  al  birth is  Hess  than 50 years in counties colored yellow. 
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