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have been carried on for a vear or two tinder the
direction of Prof. Graham IMIl. It is the yfirst
successful attempt to fly thiat bas been mad"i
Canada with a machine hieavier than air, the earlier
ilying machines made at Baddeck having flown but
a short distance and proved more or less un-ý
manageable.

Preliminary surveys for a route for the proposed
Hudson Bay railway are completed, and there was
found no obstacle to a comparatively cheap and
easy construction of the line. The alternaivoe
routes to Fort Churchill and to Port Nelson
have been surveyed; and it is found that the latter
lies through a better country, the last hundred miles
of the Churchill route showing no land fit for culti-
vation. The ýapproach to Port Nelson by sea is
shallow, and would require dredging for nearly tenmiles; nevertheless, this is thought to be the prefer-
able route. The surprising statement is made thata canal could be made from H udson Bay to Lake
,Winnipeg, along the Nelson River, and thence
a]ong the Red River to Winnipeg, so that -ocean-go ing steamers .might load there, giving the western
provinces the immense advantage of direct ship-
ment to Europe.

The World's Parliamentary Congress will meetin Ottawa next August. There wil be delegates
from the Russian Duma, from the new Turkish
parbiament, and froni the older parliaments ofEurope, as well as fromn the legisiative bodies ofthe several Ainerican republics, and possibly others
froin Asia-and Africa.

The mmr of the Hague tri*bunal,'who wilmneet next ycar to settie the Newfoundland fishery
dispute,, have been selected. They are Dr. Lamn-
mash, of Austria, who will act as president; Dr.Drago, of the Argentine Republic; Joznkher deSavornin Lohnman, of. the N'etherlands; Judgc
Gray, of Delaware; and Chief Justice Fitzpatrick,of the Supreme Court of Canada.

flhc sola electric generator is a newly-invented
machine designed to generate electricity directly
fromn the rays of the sun, and store it for lighting
and for small power plants. Its inventor is GeorgeS. Cove, a resident of Boston, who has also inventeda plan for developing power froin the tides of theBay of Fundy, which promises to be of great
value.

A new material, made chiefly of paper, has been
used ini Germany in the construction of an airsbip. It is very light, very rigid, can be manufac-
tured, cheai>ly, is fireproof and proof against damp,and is,,aid to be more durable than steel.

A. new invention designed to prevent collisions
at Sem depends upon the fact that sound travels atabout one thpusand feet per second, while theaction of- the wireless telephone is almost instan-
tancous. Whýu the navigator receives the electricsina, e need only note how much l ureclapse
befor the sound reaches him through airor water,anid so estimate the distance of the ship from whjch

the *signal colies ; or the dial of his instrument may
ke made to %iow distance instead of tinie. Wh

the signal is next heard, he knows Whetherth
distance bias increased tir diminishecl, and ths 1
notiied if tiiere is danger of collision.

An interesting alieration ini the officiai flag ofi the
Commonwealth of .Nustralia. ias beea a uý
In future, the big Federal star in the ffg willb.
sevein-poitited, instead of six-pointed, as at Prisent.
Six of the points represent the states, and the
seventh the territories of tie Commonwealh

Who owns Spitzbergen? The question 18 Wo
cotne beforc an international con ference ini Christi.
ana. Xorway cdaims the isand-or, radier, rp
of islass-on the grotind that for the lat hunodred
ytears the coasts of the archipelago have bom.
inainly f requented by Norwegians; but it wus ds-
covered b>' thé, Dutch in 1596, and the Russia
claimi it by right of an earlier discovery.

Following a rule now in force in Great Briau
the militia departmetnt at Lttawa lias ordered tha
hereafter the Royal Standard ke used only when
the King or Queen is present, or when a uimber-
of the royal fainily is present repreutsng tht
Sovercign. I'orrnerly there were certain statio
in Canada, imcluding the -fortifications ut Hifx
a? which it was correct to Oiy the Royal Sadr
on certain days in, the year. Now the correct bca
for every day will k the Union. jack.

The railway f rom Cave Toiwn to Cairo will 1 0*obably be completed witfiin three ycars It w'f i
the longest railway in the world, having a tota
Iength of about 64w0 miles. t

Some time 'ago a workman ini Uic province, of
Quebecdiscovered'a process oftmprncpe,
and a carrnage with copier sprungs made bybhu
was shoWn at the Columbian Eposition ut CaaHe is said to have died witliout disclos-ng I.secret. Now it, is- claimed that a man in NewJersey has discovered a simîlar pross. This is
one of the lost arts of the ancients:- and the fact
that it was known to the ancient inhabitaut of
America, as. well as to those of the Old World,
helps to. support the theory that there was inte-
course with Asia, by way of Behring Sea, long be-
fore Columbus disco«verecl America.

The annexation of ()eno Island, a amali islandcln
the Low Archipelago, northVjest of Piteairu Islm&d
is, reported by the British consul at Tahiti. Au-
other andJ more important extension of British ta_ritory,*or of Blritish influence, is ithe annexation ofthree Siamese states, with a combined area offifteen thotîsand Square miles, to the Malay Feder.
ated States which are under British rude.

It is again reported that there is a race of dwarfon the upper Amazon, of unknown languansd
historv, and- with an average stature, of not morethan four feet, and forni and featurestt Miéhtbe likene'd to the brownie pictures with *hidi weare familiar. A recenttraveller dlaim.. W havmscas many as five thousand of them. at one place.
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