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A Mu nicipal Department for Quebec Wanted
We recently had occasion to consult the officiai

Municipal returns publislied by the Province of Que-'
bec, and were surprised to flnd it dated .1912. We
found tliat; many of the municipalities were not on
the list,, and some under Wrong tities., For instance,
the City ofô Westmount is designated a town, and
the town of Outremont a village, and the wliole
thinig is so jumbled up, that even what information
is given is liard to understand in its true value. It
is very evident that the Provincial Government of
Quebec does not attach mucli importance to the
municipalities. In every other province of the Do-
minion ail municipal data are kept up-to-date, and
the latest information ean be had by return of mail
by anyone desiring it. Why the Quebec authorities
sliould be so lax in their municipal duties is liard to
say, but for ail they seem to care, there miglit be
no0 incorporated chties and towns in tlie Province,
and yet it is from these same incorporated munici-

are attempting to bing
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too casual in its working for the present era-the leg-
isiature too easy, and the government too carelesa.
The municipalities, instead of getting proper sup-
port, are too often considered good for plucking pur-
poses. Should one o£~ the smaller municipalities Of
Quebee want to place a bond issue on the market,
its chances would be small indeed, because no fa-
cilities have been made by the government to lielp,
tliem.

What is wanted badly in the Province is a muni-
eipal department, or at least something approacli-
ing to what tliey have in Manitoba, or as in Sas-
katchiewan (lieaded by a Frencli-Canadian lawyer
formerly of Montreal), witli a responsible man in
charge. Snch a department would do more than
anything cise to stimulate the municipalities to
greater ambitions and inflnitely better results would
accrue to the Province. A municipal department,
properly handled, as in the cases of tlie Provinces
of Alberta and Saskatchewan, would make it ima-
possible for politicians to juggle witli the franchises
of the peoffle. and would stop the -wastin-R of Dnb-

for taking Canada as a whole lier municipal repre-
sentatives are a credit to lier, but the criticism of
their work would be more intelligent, and not so
carping.

It must be remembered that in the United States
municiDal Lyovernment is larLely prof essional. so
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