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peere(l forward in tlic dircétion frorîr which the

noise caine. The bushes before îîîe parted and two

oid mnen camne for-th, having been attraéted by the

ligbit of niv ire. They were prospeétors w~ho hiad

spent rnany years in wanderiiîg through the mnu-

tains. We grceted each other <bite intornially.

The first thing they asked ine was if 1 had aiîytbing

Ito cbew," that is, in Kootenay phraseology, any-

thing to eat. 1 told thein 1 had-a chicken anîd an

owl1. IlWe liave a little flour and a piece of bear

mnieat.'' Il AIl righit.'' The division of labour caine

ioto effeét at once. Bob l)our was to inake ban-

nocks, Ed. Teggart to supply wood and water, and

1 %vas to fry tlie rmeat. Lt took seine finie to get

supper rcady, as we had only oîîC frying-pan in

wVhich to cook everything. However, xvhen donc it

wvas gond aird we relished it very iuuch. Iu the

course of the evening Teggart gave a vivid descrip-

tion of a trip across the inoontains on foot, before

the days of the C. P.R., in comipany with Principal

G;rant, Chancellor Flemning and others. Eacli

carried a pack. He thought the Principal carried

the kettie and frying pani and stood the journey weil

for a Iltenderfoot." After listening to a few blond-

curdling stories we retired, each rolling hiînself in

bis blanket, feeling as secure as if it were a royal

palace. As 1 was concernied about getting across

the river, 1 rose early in the inorning and took a

stroli down to where tbe bridge bad been, to sec

hiow tbings looked. It was a hopeless case. No

one could possibly venture in a boat, as the current

was tremrendously strong.

These circunmstanccs appeared dîscouragiug and

yet loriebness was impossible ainid snicb stirroitnd-

ings. The scencry of the Rockies and the Selkirks

at tbat tinie of tbe year is suiperb. The Kootenay

x'alley is situated between these two mourntain

ranges. It is at no place wider than two or three

miles. Its natural. parks, where trees of immense

size grow as straight as arrows andi wbere 'crystal

streains formed by tbe înelting of the mnounitain

snow flow serenely, compare favourably with the

Mitonian shades of Vallombrosa. The "lstars of

eartb "1-wild crocus, tiger lily, wild rose, bine bell

and the blossomi of wild oregon-grape and saskatoon

-beautifihby adorn the carpet that nature bas

sprcad. It is impossible to describe in words the

admnitted grandeur of the giant Rockies and the

almost nnbroken line formed a few miles west of

themn by the suipreîneby beautifuil Selkirks. Cliff

and gorge, glacier and torrent, lofty peak and dark-

ening chasin, alI combine to forin a sublime poemi

that seenis to lift tbe wcaniness of toil out of self

and to place it on the shoulders of the rocks or else

in the bottomn of the deepcst canyon.

When 1 returned froni the river iny friends had

rîsen -and wcre preparing breakfast. 1 had been

tortiunate enomgb to shboot a dock on ioy earîx' wablk

and we now prepared it for breakfast. About 9

o'clock iny conipanions returned to the inonntains.

1 remnained for an bour or twvo upon the banks of

the river %vaiting iii vain for soine une to venture

across.At i i o'clock 1 gatbered iny traps, saddled

iy cayuse and startecl for Fort Steele. I biad not

gone very far wlîen 1 overtook tbe prospeétors,

rcsting in tbe shade by the side of a smnall lake.

\Ve were flot lonig tbere when it xvas evident tbat a

grmat cy cloue xvas cuoing iop. The skies began to,

lower, tbe clouds to gatmer, the tîmuders to roll,

and the ligbtnings to flash. Lt wvas a xvild day.

Evexi the animiaIs tremble(]. Our cayuses neigbeci

and ruslied together as if to solicit eacm others.

protection. The ittle birds forgot their wildness
and flew (lown. froin tbeir lofty heiglits to walk the

earth bike ordinary omortals. 'l'le cyclone camne and

swept nearly evemytbing before it. P'arts of the

forest were inow'ni down bike grass. Lt wvas the

inost destrimétixe cyclone ever experienced iii British

Columbhia.
i was dcterimincd to get to a bouse that niglit, so

when tIre cyclone had spent its fury 1 bade immy kind

fricnds adieu and] started. The air xvas exbilirating

and everything lookcd cleami and sweet. MLy little

pony loped easily along and about 9 ,. Ni. we arrived

at Il Black Sborty's." L founid Sborty about the

bouse scaring off the aniniaIs that wvere taking bis

liens. He invited mie intn bis bouse, if by any

courtesy bis place of dwelling couid be called a

bouse. Short ' , like aimost aIl tbe mnen in Kootenay,

kecps a bachelor's hall. His proper naine is Mr.

Henry Atcheson, i.e., if he rcalv renenmbers bis

right naine. But fronm the sbortness of bis stature

and the colour of bis skin lie bas beîî appropriately

nained Il Black Shorty." He left bis home in Texas

over thirty years ago, xvhen a boy Of 14, and bas

lîved ever since ou hunting and trapping in the

inountains. He bas studied the habits of the

grizzly bear, 1mmuntain lion, and mountain goat and

sbeep as ininutely as Mr. WVhite of Selborne tlic

habits of bis fanous tortoise. Ln bis own bouse be

is very hospitable and loves to talk of bis adventures

and bis dexterous feats when facing an enraged

grizzly. Like ail mn be bas grown îmore or less

like bis ideal and iii bis feattures and actions one

can at once deteët a likeness to tbe bear. This is
Sborty on the outside, and intercsting as be înay
appear bere, he is even more so it wc go beyond the
rougb exterior to the inrier muan. He is tborongbly
ortbodox in bis religions views, and tbougb be nieyer
went to school or attended cburch be bas a calmer
and nobler conception of life than many wbo become
dyspeptics tbere. We retired late that nigbit, and
thougb there was then an incli of water on the
floor ,we did not expeét to flnd two and a baîf feet
there next morning ; yet such was oui- experience.
IlSufficient uinto the day bs the cvil thereof."


