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F EW subjects at the preseut day occupy a larger sbare

of the attention of tbinkiog circles than education. it

is well that this should bie se: and indeed the resuits arc

apparent ini the efforts tbat are made to mnake education

as general as possible among the masses. Our native

Canadian population is probably the best cducatud of aniy

equally numerous people in the world. But tbougb s0

mnucb attention is given to education, a great deal of that

attention, though well ineaning, is very unwise and un

philosophical. XVc tbink tiiere is manifested too largely

a spirit of revolution-too much bankering after change

based on insufficient grounds. This subject it shail bie

our duty to treat in due time lu this article. Let us

notice, however, that our education lu Canada is essen-

tially Britisfi lu its cbaracter. Our own University is

modclled atter the University of Edinburgb ; University

College after the London University; while the calendar

of Trinity seems to indicate plainly enougli that its

model is Cambridge. We think it ouly rigbt that we

shonld thus reverence the mother-land. 0f course we

should by no meaus sink our own individual national

character in deference to any nation ; but at the saine

time respect for the solidity of old country scholarship--
and this respect certaiuly well grounded-is sufflciently
deep bere to jnstîfy the course taken by elacators in this
country. Thç spirit of this age is certaiuly very surpris-
iug. Not ouly in politics do we sec the most violent
anti-conscrvatism, but even sucli phenounena as a propos.
cd total subversion of property-holding ; whlle lu religion
the respect for old creeds-oncc so firmly held and insist.

cd upon-is fast fading before what is called by its ad-

berents a 'larger hope,' or a "better day in Theology."1

Discoveries of a most remarkable kind history shahl record

to the bonor of this century ; maiuy philanthropie move-

monts are on foîot, wbich arc bein(g pusbed forward with

a vigour perbaps forinerly uuknowuî, at least so far as

their exteut is couccrncd. This latter characteristic of

this century-for sncb we are incliued to caîl it-origin-

ates, we believe, iu the fact that mcii neyer so fully and
sar gcuerally rccognizcd their truc position to their fellow-

mcmi. It is no part of ours to despise the advances made

in tbis century:- such would ho conse-rvatisun of a most

foolish sort; but rather to niake it our ain ta choose the

good and tbrow away the bail, wbich secmis to be grant-

ing ahl that is due to the spirit of progress, whilc guard-

ing effcctunlly agpinst undue innovation.
Education may ho rougbly dividcd into three divisions

-utelleetual, moral, and physical. It must flot be snp.

posed that we incan that these are absolutcly separate ;
for indced we believe that as there is a counection aimoiig

the sciences, so there is a counection more or less direct

among the differeut phases of education.
With, rcfereuce to intellectual education almoat al

people are agreed that it is a desirable thing to have a
cultivated mind. True, mauy people have a very vague

idea of what culture means. Yet as a rule uîîcultivated
men do not deny the fact that the cducated mfan has a
8omethiinf whicli they dIo not possess, and that that sorne-

thifj is worthy (if their respect.
The home is the starting point of in tellectual education.

By degrees the cbilôl grows ini mental wisdomi as he plays

about, learns sundry elementary truths whiclh it is of

direct, practical importance that he should know ;and

thus, by the time lie is seven or eight years of age, how
different is he fromn the infant of two or tbree years!

But the wisdom he bas gaincd thus far is but a founda-

tien for future acquisition. Imitation enters largely into

bis movements at this period of (levelopinent, and bis

text book is likely the conduet of bis parents. Thus

WVordsworth, iu bis Ode on Immortality, gives us the

following picture ; and though the stanza is siomewbat

long, we are satisfied we shall be excused for quoting it
in exten.so..

Bebiold tbe cbild aniong bis new-born buisses,
A six-years' darling of a pigmy size !
Sec where 'mid work of bis owu baud be lies,
Fretted by sallues of bis motber's kisses,

Witb light upon bim froin bis father's eyes
See, at bis feet some littie plan or chart,
Some fragment froin bis dreain of humaîi life,
Shaped by himself with newly-learneil art;

A wedding or a festival,
A mourning or a funeral;

And this bath now bis beart,
And unto tbis he frames bis sung.
Thon wlll he fit bis tongue
To dialogues of business, love or strife
But it will nlot be long
Ere this be thrown aside,
And with new joy and pride
The little actor cons another part
Filling f rom time to time bis "humorous sae
Witb ail the persons ilowi to palsie(l age,
That lit e brings with ber lu ber equipage;

As if bis whole vocation
Were endless imitation.

Sncb, however, must be bis position for a short time.
Sometbing of the realities of lite are experienced when
the tender cbild is sent off to one of our' Public Schools te
prepare to play the part Providence bas marked ont for
hlm in lite.

Simple studies occupy bis attention for many a year ;-
he learns ta read, to write, and acquires a fair knowledge
of Arithmetic and Geography, besides seime other ele-
mnentary subjects.

His next step will be to the High School, where lus
studios will be more severe, aud rigbtly so, for be is
stronger minded now than before, aud possibly like maflY
others be inay long to dive into greater depths of learuiflg.
Iu the High School hoe will be expeeted to advance fnrtbcr


