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Agriculture.

à the wcalth of a nation i3 indissolubly con-
nected witi its agricuiturai resources, the

PM growth of tiiese should htave a keen la-
t erest, atot only for those actively engaged
in farmning pursuits, but for ail riglit-

tiiîîking people, who have their own as tveli as
their country's prosperity at heart. A change
lias in the last haîf ceutury corne
over te developinent of this irn-
portanit natural clament-a deve-
lopînent chiefiy brouglit about by
the invention aud application of
agricuitural ntachincry, which,
froîn necarly nothing, bas iii titat ,

period risen to the rnost inmportant
adjunet of te fariner.

The biessîngs of the application
cf power to the reduction of liii. r'- ~
niait iaboc are prominent and un- /f4
deniiabie. Thte multiplication of
iiiaîtufactuires through tlîe lise of --

se powerful a force is a fact w'hicll
caînot be gainsaid. Tho reduction ~
of the possibilities of art to ail
autoînatie basis, thus relieving
the individual mind froin tension,
aiid the individuai morality froin
responsibiiity, offer attractions,
wiie ail deductions favor the miost
ividc-spread emnployaient of poiver and tnachinery.
Thîlis, te so-calied '' iabor-saving " machinery cît-
ables te user of it to save bis muscle attd iînprove
his mntd ; thougit d isplaciîtg certain kinds of labor,
iL croates a certain necessity for otiter kinds, thus
hriiîging about mrctcy a change of relation, and nit
of existence; it enables the prosecution of vast
enterprises, iîtvoiving only the prosecution of capi-
tal; and iV increases te capacity for foreigu trade.
Tîtese simple statemnîts arc undeniable. Titeir
acceptance involves, by a process of inexorable
logic, te acceptance of te largcst possible increase
of ittechanicai power and îtacliinery as beneficent

actsin te constant iinprovemcnt of the condition
of tic race.

]l reviewing te agriculitirai systent of te
alieits, we- fiîtd continuai, allusioniteV it it te
Bible, Vhough wie inust titerefore coîtelude titat te
art of agriculture trus always witlt te Jews a most
liriiijitive one. l'ho seed trac roughiy plouglied
iitdler antd geîterally loft to chatnce, te ltarrotv
teeiiîtg Vo have been coiparatively ulnknowii.
Ye., if our translations be correct, Job speaks cf
te harrow, and thus iL mtnst be onte of te oidest

1,gricultu rai iînplinents ii te world. 0f titeir
Mode of pioughing tve htave a Bîblîcal illustration,
lett, iin First Kings, wc read that Elijah found

Elislta, the son of Sitaplat, ploughing with tweive
Yoke of oxen before him. The eariy tillers of Vhe

soil delighted to ivork together it companies, p;trtly
for imutual protection, and partly for te love oif
gossip ; and, as they sowcd no more gronnd thati
they eould ploughi iii a day, one sower answcrcd for
the cntirc coiipany. Tiiese plouighs ma:de no
proper furrow, but increly ronted up and threw
te soil oit either side, and so any number colîld

follow one another, ecdi niaking its own scratch
along thie back of the earth. IV s-ems now liard to
conceive lhou' so, sînali a tract of land as the Land
of Promise should have been able to contain and to
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itonrisît such it multitude of inîtabitants ais it did,
and also Vo, supply otîter countries tvitlt its superior
graiti. 'j'ie soul and( resoîtrees of Palestine wvere
undotihtedly ricit attd fruitful, and even totv iii its
desoiatioît iL is a lantd flotving vitit iikl aîtd loncy.
There is nto evidetice of its clirnate haviiîg clîaiiged
or dcteriorated, itor any reason to suppose that it
woîîld fail to support as
great a population as it
ever did, or, wvith ant
iinproved agricuiturai
systom, a itait greater;
aîtd te Hoîy Land înay
iveil be regarded ais a
hopefiti land for colo- .. _

itization. lThe Lord
Vhy (iod briitgetlt tes e
iitt a good lantd, a -

lanîd of huIs and t'aiiey5,s -

a lanîd of tvheat, and >

barlcy, antd vine%~ antd '--

fig trees, of olive oil aîtd -

honey." The Valley of \\\ \ -

Jordan is a îîmost fetVile
tract, wliiclt, if subjected
Vo te science and nio-
dert mecitanical appli-
ances cf agriculture,
miglit weil suetalit itaif
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a miliôn of iinliabitants iii eate and coînfort.
Cottont, rice, sugar. came, indigo, and ncarly every
other valuable pioduct for the lise of man, wvould
flotirish most iuxuriantly. lucre wvcre, iii faet, sugar
plantations hiere long before Anierica %vas discovered;
anid it is ([hiLe possible tlîat tItis plant xvas takeon
froin this very spot to Tripoli, and thence to Spain
l)y the Crusaders, %vlience it was curried to the
West Indies. Pialestine indccd possesses ail te cie.
ments fitting it for a brigliter destiny. It is sud to
thinkz that ini spite of te wvide-spreaci desire to ce

it a flotirisliing, country, iL should.
in this aite of %vond(ers reomaiu
practic>illy it te saine miscrable
pliglit in tvhiehl iV ]las Iteen for
centuries.

Conicurriiig testinmony indicates
that the systems of cultivation
were somncwiîat sirnilar, iii early

dasti ail tie coiintries bordcrîng
oit the Mediterrancan, which airc
eltaracterized by arid sunutters,
an(l autunin and winter rains.

- iltue of Egy ptian l'ai-
estine to-day is inuch as iL xvas

seuole four Vlîousand years ugo;
tltiugi, when we consîder the

$TftýjFVeeintng population that cxîstcd in
ancient tiines in the narrow vuliey
of the Nile, the largre iitandiîîg
arîny that traS înaintaiuied, te
ex traordinlary works of eng-ineer-
ing and architecture stili visible

in our day, and the exportation of corn to other
nations, we would infer the systent of agriculture
thont pursued to hlave been even ubove that of to-
day. simple in ail respects as it was.

Thus, w'hen the land tras dry enougi foi work,
the secd was Lhrowiî bi-oadcast hy hand ii te field,
which -,vas thon roughly plouglicd aitd loft. 'J'lie


