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the Canadian fiag. A few xveeks age 1 myself wrete a short 1
lette' to the Montreal Star advocating the use of ae single
.icblY-tiflted maple leaf, but probably the dilliculty of prinit-

iflg an Object iii différent colours wouid lie a serious obstacle
tO its adoption. Since thten, 1 find thiat tlie sugg-estion1 of
a maple leaf in a wvhite dise has founid inlo.st favour, and, 1

think, with reason, inasucli as it is at once simple and
effective. M,. Seindfoid Flenring's suggestion of a star lias

't, 1 auj glail te note, found a seconder. lin itself the star
Would be objectionable, as il is speciaily associated with thet
United States. A fiage withi one star is the flag of at U.S

CommIodote ; one with"' two stars is that of al liar-Adiniral;
Oewibtree stars is that of a Vice-Admîîiral - whîile that

weitb four stars is the lag of an AdmniraI, as also that of the

8'litaryofthe Navy. Tire single star is also tlic hlag of
thef Whiteria, as well as that of flic State of 'Texas. If

teWiestar is placed on a red field we have the fleug of
S&to.as also that of a certain steaniship conîpany! Again,

if the Points of the star are to be altered. te suit the creatioii
Of each new Province it would, in tinie, becomie so inany

Poiflted as to look, at a distance, little bettcî titan a blur.
Mr. Hodgins'seemus to prefer a slicld to a dise, and sug-

geits the maple leaf on a wbite sbield. But this slîield. is too
%g'sieof a inemorial tablet on a cburcb wall. His reason

for tbis preference, nanîcly, that it would <liffer from, and
Weoltt therefore beé preferable to the disc-siîaped emiblein of

'australia iS not 011e whici slîould be allowcd to, carry too

11uch wýeioiit, inasmucli as this sbicld is to be found on inany
Of the ialys of the older lands, sucli as Austria, Belgium,

aY, Spain, Portugal, Swedcn, Denrnarkç, Servia, and the

Poltifical States, b sides thc sniall South Aitierican Rcpubiics
OÎ enc Tezuea, Costa Rica, Guatemnala, Ilayti and

ail The adoption of thie disc would be an admirable idea,

Wl ould probably lead t te assnînption -by ail the Brit-
Scolonies of a disc on whiclî thieir respective cmnblemns

"'ight suitably be portraycd. The inembers of the great
aritisbh Confederation xvould then lie one Il flag-fatniily," as it
wee, each witl its distinctive badge, but ail of Onîe fornî.

devthe recommcrinded by the Caniaen Club of IHanmilton
Istebest îvbici lias yet been brouglit out or suggested,

arrlely, tîle greeni lapie leaf iii a white dise, on tlîe red ily

lItisi lg A. lBIiEr 1 iew.
G1alt, July 8tliî, 1895.

TuEF ROiYAL STVANDARD A1)APTEI) 'lO C'ANAD)A.

,drd'St>Toiiîany, the idea of modifying the Royal Sai
ap 0 ateiaeispcially suited to Canada, ne doubt,

Pears' very absurd. Tbev believe it te be wviolly Iiîperial,

trd, .throe, appointed to be tue saine in ail parts of the

IOPlte. I amr of a diflerent opinion, and that for the fol-

rn easi«m* Scotland bas ber owrî fornî of thie Rloyal

tadr In il, instead of baving orîly one quarter of the

h8utcheon charged with lier lion, as is usually te case, sue

fortri0 itWlîy, then, sbould not also Canada have bier w

e0fit even tbough il sbould net be so îîîuch ?
The 0f ten sec a Canadian forin cf the Royal Staxîdard

t'. genera design is very good. But the escutcheonl lias
Odefects. (1'> Britaiiî bas no place in it. (2) A still

gre4ter ne-there ieatomnojcsnt.W n
toteeare d tre foatoc amn obNectson il. Wbnd

'of the new tecaso rso efudad n
flot vey provinces inte xvbicli the North-West will in the

'Iirl c far distant future be divided, it wiil uiot be air ex-
t'hl OfIlthe more tîte nierrieýr." 1 venture to suggct

atone of the twe quarters usuaily occupied by England,

a gle 0 ene, be occupied by Canada. This înay consist
o godnbeaver on a red field, or sinîply a mapie leaf.

tage.y design cf the escutchcot ibas bbc following advan-
esOver tile otiier one: (1) It is very simple. (2) Tt

Ilognzw Britain as well as Canada. (3) No malter

n 111laY provinces nîay, in course cf time, be iii the

finoit wculd net need te be cbanged.

'fiCOSinig, I wculd ask, would net a Royal Standard

1e 0ft ronos surmcunted by the crown, set in the cen-

der' th LnonJack, be a suitable fiag foi tlic Governor-

W T. FENWICK.
eOedbridge, ont.

~CANAD)IAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL CELEBRATION

OF 1897.
hi,~ ave read with nuch pleasuî'e Mr. Winton's
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etter in your last issue, showing the concurrence of a gentie-
nan who is well-knownt as a zealous and public spirited
iative of Newfounidlaud in our project for at centennial cele-

)ration iii Caniada of tlie di.scovery of 1497 ; towards wlîicIh

v'aluable assistance miay be hoped fromn that Island(. Mr.

Winton's letter, however, indicates tiat lie lias not followed

the latest and iiîost valuable literature on the subýject of the

circuînstancus of the iliscovery. Otherwise lie could not very

well have te-stated tin sucli positiNe, terins the old theories,

once, nio doubt, pretty widely accepted, clairninig for Sebas-

tian Cabot the horrour of the first discovcry, and also attri-

buting the scelle of the first landfall to at point on the Island

of Newfomî(lland. -He could flot have hield with sucli un-

shiakeîî faith to these conclusions ba(l lie lia1 l)(fore Iiito tîte

conclusions of the author of the cliapter on Il tlîe voyages of

tire Cabots," iii J ustin. Winsor's recent and important Il Nar-

rative and Criticail llistory of Aierica" (Vol. 11.f); witlî its

learnied array of niaps, histories, and otîter niaterials,, sonlie

of theoti rcccntly discovered, but of thec highcst autlieriticity.

Still less coiîld Mir. Winton have liad the advantage of per-

using the splen(lidly scientific re-exaînination of the wliole

subject the latest and rnost conîclusive yet publs ied -ii

the paper read by Dr. S. E. Dawson before the Royal Society

of Canada in 1894. 1le will find iii both those papers very

conclusive historical records, cstablishiîig the fact that John

Cabot mrade the discovery on the 24thi June, 1 f97, under bis

comotîiission froin Hlenry V [J1. Sebastian, Lis son, was ialtîtil

with bini iii the commission and was probably on tlîe saie

siiip. Tri tue first-nmentioned authority, Winsor's historv,
lie will find the nmore doubtful point of the exact scene of thel

landfall decided wvith great probabîility as being not on the

Island of Newfounidlanl but upori the continent of Ainerica,
at Cape Breton, where it appears on the first known niap,

that of Juan de la Cosa, made iii 1501 and also iii Sebas-
.tian Cabot's own map publishied in 1,544. The probability

seenis to lîe converted inito sonietbiîig as near certainty as

any resuit of lîunîan rcasoning ean lie by D)r.lasn

furtbier exhaustive critical examnination of the whole subject

hoth f roin a historical and nautical point of view ii the Tîaîis-

actions of tire Royal Society.

.1 think M r. Wintoî ivilI find that lie lias laid too îiuuh

stress on tlic single fact of tire language used by Hlenry VIl.

iii the ycar of the diseo verer's returru, describing liijît', asl tlîe

mi wvlo discovered the New 1"ound Ilek." Cabot and bis

Royal Master were under the~ popular impression wbîch

in.spi'ed ail tîte exploratory attenîpts of the period. The

continent of Asia, the land of spices and cities of fabulous

wealtb, was the object of discovery. Colunibus' discovery

had proved to be a iniere island stili far off f roiri the desired

continent. Every disappointing barren land met with by tbe

first Discoverers was at first fondly supposed to be nierely an

islanl in the ocean, on the way te the populoris continent.

Thus "IJsland " was pretty îîearly a synonymous terni vith

"ldiscovered land." Tlios iii the despatch of Rainiionido de

Soncino, envoy of the Duke of Milan, writing f roni the Eîîg-

lislt Court to bis Governmerit on August 24tb, 1497, lie re-

lates: "Also some mnontbs agolis Majesty sent out etVenetiani
who is a very good mariner and hias skill in discovering new

islands, and hie bias returned safe and bias found twvo very

larye andfrrtile iîew islands." One island, no doubt, was

iNewfoundland, whicb the discoverer is rel-lted. to bave prac-

tically circuimnavigated by entering the Gulf at Cape Breton

and returning by way of the S traits of Belle Isle. Tire other

"large atîd fertile island," could only have been Cape Bire-

ton, wlîicb lie touclied on bis lef t hand, and the southerni

limits of wbich be bad not explored on Iluis voyage.

So in Raiiînoido's later letter in tlîe saine year, mîotify-

ing bis Court of Ilenry's intention te despatch at secondl

expedition the following year:I "Tbere is iii this kingdoni a

Venetian fellow, Master John Cabot by nine, of a fine inid,
greatly skilled in navigation, wbo, seeing that those most

serene kings, first lie of Portugal and thien the one of Spain,

bave occupied numerous isiands, determined to niake a like

acquisition for lis Majesty aforesaîd."

It will be one advantage of the coming international cele-

bration ini Canada that an oppor-ýunity will be given at gec-

graphical or bistorîcal congresses to be beld on the occasion,

to enable Dr. Dawson's conclusions to be brouglit before a

larger public and made the subject of an extreinly interesting

debate by scbolars of ail nations. That debate, bowever,

whatever niay be tbe resuit of il, cannot affect -%vhat I believe

JULfy I2th, 1895S.]


