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pay a certain Oumi, the action wiIl be drop-
ped ; and to this he submits, rather than be
subjected to further annoyance and expense.
Wben the news item complaineci of has
been extensively copied, every publisher
who copies it is liable to be sued, and cases
are on record in which this has been done.
The resuit is that there je a multiplîcity ef
site about one and the saine matter, in re-
gard to which a single action, in which all
the parties migbt be joined, should suffice
te afford ail the relief possible, and tbereby
satisfy ai the demanda of justice. News-
paper publîshers complain that this state of
the Iaw leaves the door open to a species of
legal blackmail and freebootery against

rwhic they should bo protected by the

Amongst the remedies proposedl for tbis
license to litigate is one permitting the pub-
lisher to establish as a mod defence that
the matter complained of is a secondary
libol published with reasonable care, in good
faith, and without ili will to the plaintiT,
and that it was fully retracted and apolo.
gized for. Another remedy of a wider
character, designed to prevent the musli-
room growth of unnecessary or speculative
libel actions, i8 an amendmnent of the Act
requiring plaintiffi to furnish security for
the defendant's costs betore the suit je in-
stituted, or giving a judge (liscretion, on an
application to bum by Che plaintifl', to say
whether an action shall be commenced, and
at the same fimie to decide whether the
plaintiff shial furnish security. It is also
proposed Chat, in the case ef security hein-
required before action, the local judge of
the High Court shall have power, in any
proper caie, to set aside the security. There
je no doubt that the operation of the clauses
ofe the present stitute, as to security for
coste in libel actions, i8 far from satisfactory
and that some well-directed effort should be
nmade to improve themn. Appeals troim
judge's orders giving or rofusing se2urity,

having been greatly *abused, should, it je
*said, be abolished. A number of legisîstive

precedents are cito3d in favcur of those.

SW'hy," the writer asks, Il with aIl this
mushroom growth of libel actions, many of
which are either epeculative or vindictive,
sbeuld a presumedly impartial judge not ho
allowed to say when such actions should ho

* commenced 1 Ris bearing of the applica-
tion for leave to proceed would, we may bo
sure, often mollify the contending parties
and restore peace at the outset. Be
this as it may, the proposed amendments as
te security for coste are regarded as vital by

* new8paper publishers. Their past oxperi-
onces ef the present ]aw prove that some
buch changes are imperative. Under the
Manitoba Libel Act the provisions as te se-
ciirity, which are very like our own, do not
apply te any action wherein the plaintiff
may sue in /oma pauperis ; and so it
sbeuld ho here. The impecuniosity of the
struggling newspaper sbould also be remeni-
bered. A libel suit means death to the
struggler. There are many such newspapers

r in this province that are centres of intelli-
gence and rcspectahly conducted, and that

-~serve cvery possible consideration. The
*law, as it now is, ie to then a veritahie

sword of Damocles threatening destruction
at any moment."

The remedy proposed by Mr. King for
a number of different suite for the saine
libel, is consolidation of aIl the suite in one,
trying theni tegother, permitting the jury
to assese the damages in one suin and ap-

portion that suai among the several deten-
dants,' and permitting the judge te appor-
tien the costs. IL is aise suggestcd that, if
the damages awarded are less than $10.00,
there should bo no costs, or at least ne more

cests than damages, unless the judge certi-
fies that the hihel was Il wiltul and malici-
eus.,

In connectien with these remedies it is
aIse suggested that provision should be
made te bring in as a detendant, in the
saine action in which the publisher is oued,
the original author et a libellous news item
sent by letter or tclegraph, or the elanderer
wbo orally cemmunicates defamatory mat-

ter te a newspaper writer with a view te its
publication, and te permit the publisher te
dlaimi any proper remedy again8t such per-
sons. This is s now and ingenieus remedy,
but the publishers niight be trusted, we
tbink, t,) use it with discretion. The writer
says:

"By this species of adjustmnent the ori-
gfinal and first publishers et the libel would
probably heo bliged, in any case wbere dam-
ages were awarded, te pay more than the
more copiera, andi the papers that gave un-
due publicity would be made te suifer heavi-
or penalties than those which simply pub-.
lisbed the defamatory matter as an ordinary
item et n'ýws, without note or comment. The
consolidation ef costs-which weighbheavily
on those iii able te bear them-would ho
an additional advantage. Thie protection as
a whiole, wbich would ho afforded by these
amendments, would aIse be et service
te newspapers by discouraging or frustrat-
ing schemes for extortion, whicli are launcli-
ed for the purpose of frigbtening publishers
into settlements out of court. Actions of
this character rnay ho multiplied with im-
punity under the present law."

Mr, King concludes bis admirable re-
view ef the law as follows:

"The immense public usefulness of
riewspapers and their innocence, as a rulo,
et intentional wrong-doing, is the principal
reasen te ho urged for special legislation in
their behaîf. Most ef the alleged libels
which appear in the press are accidentai and
involuntary. This the L'9gislature bas ex-
pressly recognized tume and again, and what
is now sougbt is that the spirit and letter
of a well-intendel law should coincide, and
that its full benofits sbould ho secured by
the guild et journalism, whose great public
services are universally acknowledged."

If aught würa needed te add force and

point te the writer's exposé et the present
law and bis vigoreus plea for reforni, it was
supplied by the spirited discussions at the

meetings of the Press Association recently
held in Toronto. It was there stated that

soie sixteen newspapers had been recently
sued, in separate actions, for ai alleged libel

et the Ilsecondary class," and that about an
equal nuniber were eitber oued, or threaten-
ed with suits, for another alleged libel et

the saine class. O0-e action, in oither case,

would do complete justice te ai the partieO,

In another case the ceets et appeals briing,

out et a motion for security for cOSta

amounted, it was said, Co several hufldO

dollars. These are crying evils, and ne 11
can woncler that the Association resolved

upon immediate action for self-pretectiÔl"
and soît-detence, The resolve came nonle

tee, soon. ht sbould bave been maie lOng

ago. It was decided, among othei' thiflgs

te retain expert counsel to defend ne*

paper publisliers everywhere, te makie

a strong endeavor te secure amendatOrY

legislation, and te keep a vigilant eYe

on the law as administered in the court&

This action on the part et the Associationi

cannet tail te ho off ýctive. The Asso(uig'

tien, througli Mr. King as it legal adviset
and advecate, bas rendered incalculable 8t'-

vice te journalisi, and is destined, we

hope, te enhance the value et those servie$

by its energetic efrts te turther improve

the etatutory law in civil actions for da"I

ages

GOLDWIN SMITH'S POLITICAL ANI)

SOCIAL ESSAYS.+

This volume is pretty much a coui'
tion et essaye and articles froin theyOr11
Amprican R.evieir, the Fortm, the So
tee ntl Century, and the National Iie Vie'O
which the author bas partly rewritten O
expanded and bas new republisbedet
an appendix censisting et a paper Oul the

Oneida cemmunity and American Secialionl'
wbich originally appearod in the Canad'O.
Monthly et November, 1874. *'here 1

hardly any of the essaye that"'
te afleet the erdinary reader like a Je0
miad, but when tbey are united ilaOl
volume we can think et nothing buttb
rollet the book that Ezfkiel badl tO e

Il t was written witbin and witot, ~
there was written tberein lamentatiOns,
meuraing, and woe." The general jire

sien it leaves on us is that we are livinlg 112

an age et unreason and that there 1 i-
hope for the world. 'The author bas, 0
ways the courage et hie convictions Or
hie moods. The unthinking majoritY h,

'the eevereign minority " may heOnon
other side, but it matters net. lits
mind is absolutely made up, an b
writes as if for a person et undertsn~2
there was only one view possible.
toue et authority is at once bis sr
and hie weaknese ; bis strengtb, e o
enables a man possessedl et immense terf
et historical knowledge and perfect atr
et the English language t,) state bis
with apparently resistless pewer and to
that carrice conviction te many Wbho bha

ne minde et their ewn ; bis weaknO801
cause he is net likoly te convince the Wo<
read erto win a single opponent, Ther3
ne way et converting an opponeiteSae wit
taking bis point et view, dealing fairlY tAk
bum, even sympathizing with bin and i
ing bis case botter than hoe biaself Cth
state it, befere proceeding te show the buo
wbole trutb contradicts or iniclUld'o ni
views. But Dr. Smith would rath ger,~
verise than convince those who tbiflk rk 0e
ently from im ; and ho dces hise' %Vo
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