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ONLY A YEAR.
a

Only a vear ago-a ringing voice, a clear blue eye,

And clusterîng curls of sunny liair, tao fair ta die. tE
s

Onlv a year,-no voice, no siie, no glance of eye, V

No clul.Steî;ing curls of golden hair, fair, but ta die. e

One vear ago -whlat lov'ýs, what sclienes far inta life,
ÉVa ' Ir>S hopes, whiat highi resolves, what genierous strie

'lhle sulent picture on the ivall, the burual stone,

0f ail thiat bcauty, life, and jay remain alone

One yar, ac littlc ycar, and Sa much gones

And yet the even flow of lite mnoves calmnly an.

The grave growýs green, the flovers bloom fair above that head,

No sorroNvi'lg tint of leaf or spray says shie is dead. t

No piause or buisli of rnerry birds thiat sing above,

Tells us how coldly sleeps below the formi we love.

Whcere hast thoni been this year beloved? ilIhlat hiast thau seen ?

Whiat visions fair, wlat gloriaus life, wvbere hast thou been?

The veil !the veil ! a thin, so strong !'twvixt us and tlhee,

'lhle mystic veil ! when shaîl it faîl, that we niay sc?

Not dead, not sleeping, flot eveni gone, but prescrit stili,

And wvaiting for the cammig hour of God's sweet will.

Lard cf the living and the dead, aur Saviour dear 1

We lay in silence at Thy feet this sad, sad year
-Mfrs. H B. Slowe.

WHY DO PEOPLE NOT GO TO CHURCH?-II.

A fliscourse b>' the Rev. A. J. Bray' at Zion Church, montreai, October 27. 1878.

1 was unable. tbrough lack of tiînme ist Suniday, ta say ail that wvas ii rny

miné an the subject of nat going ta chlurch. I spoke, youi wvill reinember, first

af the very poar, stating the reasofi, and %vhiat I conceuve(l ta be the remiedly.

Then, I ivent an ta speak of those wxho dine latc, nîost, of thc yonng m nen wj

are cultivating a cluh-life. I nttcred a warning agaunist that whichi 1 hope wvill

fiat pass altogether unhlieded. But it w~iIl l)e olîvious that very much more

remaîins ta l)e said an the subject, for the list is not exhaustcd.

I woauld mention first of ail ta nîght those who are kept away from the

church by the dulness of the churchi itsclf. '1'lat is a wrang far which wve are

Miainly tesponsuile. 'Ihat the exertcises of the sanctuary arc as a rude dry and

unintcrestig %v mut aldi. )ry and iiiiiterestulg, tliat is,four thosc wha

COin nircl tobc ntetai ed. r Suiffav cust0ili tolîs tebloftinie,

and thjose wvho respon'l ta it lnay be dîvîded juita twva classes. 'Somie will go

%viti an crcttoughit iii the ind, and an cager rcvcrclit sentiment wairming

ini the heart As they scat themnsclves in the pewv hollest associationis of lime

and place 'vilI crowd upan the mnemariY ta calîn and pacifY the spirit which

thraugh ail the weck lias been careful and troulied about nialy, things. 'JIhcy

Prepare themnsclves for the teacher's sp>eech ta thecir dIepest and tlicir highiest

Pawers. 'l'lie Old Tlestamient wvith its sermons, and prophetic visions, and

chapters af histary and noble swvelling psalnis, thcy dearly lave ; but they lave

stili marc the Ncwv TIestamieit with its crowds af Apasties and Mfartyrs, in the

niidst of them ail standing the llrec peasatit thraugli whase face shines the

SOLIl of Deity, and froîn whichl the beains of Infinite truth fla'h abroad, %vith

expressions of lave, wide aver the world. 'Fhey are not so miuch consciaus of

an intellectual effort rcaching uip through Jestis Christ ta God, the Absolute

TrUth-as that they are witnessing an unsealing Of the treasures of the skies,

an overflaw into time of the light and grace which iii the ages ta corne shahl

heal and make heavenly ail the earth. 'l'lic hymns tbey sing are aId, and rich

With holy memories, like the Il Home, sweet home, " or the "'Atld lang syne"I

that takes uis back ta the busy towns ar flowering fields of England, or ta the

gleaming lochis and heath-clad hilîs of Scotland. As I have sornetimes read that

grand old hynin "lRock of Ages, cleft for mê," or that other which seems like

the sob of a child in the dark, IlJesus, lover of my sou]," I have seen wrinkles

disappear froni some faccs, and a dreamy look corne into the eyes, and I knew

that they had travelled away frorn the prescrnt with its hot cruel passions and

Sins, back ta youth, or childhaed :the piaus breath of father, mother, sister, or

ane n'ore tenderly beloved, ivas beating an them once againi; and the tune camne

ilike a soft wind of summier w-hich hangs over a pond foul of hules, and then wafts

the fragrance abroad. And they have not found the place and the service dull

and dry. Withl îofty purpase they have corne ta be lifted by hyrnn and prayer

and sermon towards the i-easure of a perfect man. But take those others-of

whomn I spoke a week or two ago-%vho go to church froin na love for it-frani

mia desire,-or thoughit that good is in it, but simply in obedi.ence to the conven-

tional, siînply led by a dul habit. And it is dulness mneeting and mixing with

dulness. A place ili lighted and ilI ventilated-the aId dreary hynins to the

oid dreary music-the sanie prayers, read froni a book in a mechanical way

qWith no heart in the voice-a dry hornily on sorne time-worlI doctrine-argu-

ments ta, prove what noa one in the congregation ever docîbted-premises that

kneyer lead ta, conclusions, and effects for which no cause can be found. We

1knov that Religion is of supreme importance ta us ail, anid that we oîmght to

attend ta its concern with careful thought, and constant energy. We know it,

and we do flot know it Not many of us believe it so as to make au0 at

fact of life. and conduct. We hold it for times and set occasions, that is al].
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~ncfthat being so, no wonder that the church is a duil place ; for it is devoted «

a the things which are highiest, and should bie first, but which in fact are howest

iid last. WeT preach God! How înany of an ordinary cangregation will try

o grasp the idea? how many wvili soar aloft on the wings of imagination or

trang rcasaning ? We preachi that sminuist be punishieci Ho'v 1niy believe

li v e say, and sck ta avoid the penalty by avoiding the cvii ? By lang

stablishiedicustani and cammion consent %ve do not apply the Chiristianl religion

o politics, ta business, ta s<)<iety, ta the life of thte famnily, or the individual-

.nd se, of nccessi ty aur preaching is iii a groave, and aur service is duli. And

)copile are rcpelled byr it. '1hey wvant samiething for the i111gl'ntioni-same-

hing for the reason -- sonîcthingi ta stir ini the intellect and the heuart. WC tell

ýeople tliat the chief business of life is ta save the soul, and that Christ came

o enal)le themn ta do tha.t-niever mind the intellect, neyer mind the imagina-(

ion-neyer mmid the juîdgmiiet-thiink of the soul, and by the grace of God C

'ave tliat. And thiey say Thue soul-what is it? If it is not nienîary, nar

anicy, nor intellect, nor sentiment, what cati it be ? Instcad of anisverinig these ~
luestions, and raising miany mare ; instead af addressing our-selves ta the

iiatters which press uipon thieir attention every day, %ve go an cxpauniding doc-

rircs, and bea tinig ont thecories for the future life. '['hat for the uninterested is '

iiilness. 'lo those wvho love thcmi-have an appetite for then-they svill bc

iieat and dr ink ; but, just as music only appeals ta the musical, and science ta

lie scientific. and art ta the loyers of it, sa aur services only apl)eal ta thase

of ecclesiastical educatian and taste. And only a portion of the peopile have ,

luat taste, and another portiaon tho have it nat turn froîn tls, findîing noia nterest,

no cîîtertainment, lia arrestiîîg and detaiiîing force for the nîind in tlic duli

clatter af aur ecclesiastical machîiiery.
'I'o- state thec cvii is ta suggest the renîedy. I ani profaunclly convinced

that wc iiay mîake aur service miore, interestimîg by makiîîg them marc real ; by c

putting oilrselves nmore constaîîtly eni rapport witlî the audienice. %V' 1 h thýe -

ivards of Moses, and Saniuel, amîd David, and Isaialî before uis, ive ýlîoiîld1 k.ow î-

Iiaw ta be i)oliticai wc should apply tlîe nîorality of Christ ta the ardiîîary

dealimîgs of mnen ; we should repeat-if nothing better comes ta aur lips-tue

earncst ivards of tlîe Bible wvbich btmrn even nowv wven two or tlîree tlîoîsand P

years aid. Great efforts are mîade iin tue way of rituial, in sai-ne qurtr ; butE

I arn satisficd that efforts in tue way of plain, lîoncst, manful speakimîg would

bring abatit mare iasting results. What we want is nat a mîinistry that goes

visiting and gassipiîîg ail tue week, anîd miust perforce be dumil, because uveary

on tue Siday; but a min coming forward, hiinself liv~ing, aîîd a living religion

in hiim :a mnan having tue feelings, the ideas, anîd tlic actions of anc who lias

a strang faiti, and a great life in Christ. We want a miînmstry that ms flot

afraid ta face any questions of the day-abie ta recogîîise a miew form of trmtli

and thc constant imnventiamîs of love-able ta gatlier inta anc the broken and-

scattered rays, tlîat meni nay %valk in the ligbit of God.

But we have not attemied that in a general way yet ; we have lieid on ta

the aid formns cveii wlîcn tliey werc worn out, and ta ftic aid creeds evemi wlîen

thcy liad cea1sel ta express aur faitlî. And tlîat leads nie to speak af anotlier

ciass of ~nn-îci,î.q gucrs- tose wh'o are repelled by the bigatry of the Chînrei.

By bigotry, I meanîî n olîstinate or bbmîd attaclîrent ta a partictilar crced. 1

find iin tic history of dogînas an uiiiliiugness ta admit of tlîe îîeed for change,

for expaýnsion and progress. On tlîe coîîtrary, tiîcrc bias beî a very mnifest

disposition ta draw iii the lines and narrov tlîe circles of thouight. It wvould be

difficult ta say wvlat wvas the precise crecil of jesus Christ ; it wouid be difficuit '

cven ta a_,y what wvas tue precise cre(i of tue Apastle Pautl-ali Cliristeiîdaml is

dis'ided on the s jctbtevery effort tlic Cliircli bas made siiic,ý tiien ta

(lefinle lier theology lias been in the directionî of narrowîless and hardiîess. You

kloîv lîa' dogiiias grev and mîultiî>lied iii the Romîan Catlioiic Chiiclî. 'l'ie

riogiiia oif eternal bell, of ptrgatory, of tramistbstamitiatiaii, of prayers for tue

dead, of prayers ta Sainîts, of the îvorship of the Virgin, of the I niiiacul ate

Conîception ivere foriaiited aoie aftcr amîcthier, and eadi ivas but anatlier effort

ta define and bind tue eternal truth of God. Take Caivinii again ; tlîat is

a grand atternpt ta bîîild religion up ini a legal and lagical t&mr, It ils truc that

tue trtht lias always been greater than mnan's word abotut it.--has reftîsed ta be

canflned within a walh of circumvalatian-bas reftîsed ta rmi in a chaniiel as a

river-wîmid not bie kept within prcscribed bounds as the ocean by its rocky

shore;- it bias hamd times of spring tide, and the waters would rise and flood the

shores' and stretch inhand for many a league, washing away, and catîsimîg ta

disappear nmamîy a grey landmark. But the Church bhas opposed it aliways, and

stood in the way ta keep back the ocean. And wlîen the breath of the Lard

bas passed over ht and catîsed it ta, beave and swell, like the ocean wben pressed

by tbe wings of a storin, the Church has cried otut hceresy, and reared ber gibbet

and kindled bier lires. It is a trutb-a sad, a beart-breaking tmuth-that the

culture of the day, the intelligence of the day, tbe strong manhood of the day,

are breakîng away fram the Cburcb. The Ciîtrch is regarded as the determimied

foe of science, and of pliilosophy. Free tiiomglt is just a synonym for infidelmty.

The Cburch is just a synonym for inteliectmal limitation and narrowness. And

while tiîat is so, it must be that the Clîurch will repel very many of the saber

and the thotmgbtfui amang men. Young trees of the farest wiil flot bear ta, have

iran bands weldcd arotind them-they want only tue bark which is ehastic and

will expamîd with the grawth of the trunk, letting the sap run up freely froni the

roots ta the branches. Orion is bclted and flxed ini its orbÎt, and the sweet

influences of Pieiades arc botund, but the truth is fat a star, nor a world of surns;

it is liglit, having na limits of time and space, but is ail pervadilg; like God

Himself, it besets every nman behind and before. Wben wc bave recognised

that we shial draw the men ta the mind and heart of thc Cburch who now are

repelied and shut out.
And under this lîead let me speak of the bigotry of the Cburch in fiatters

of recreation, or amusement. I amrn ot at ail for hevelling ail liarriers and

banislîing aIl distinictions between the world and the Clîurcb, so tlîat the anc

cannat be distinguislîed frani the other; but I do hold that the Chiurch lias been

too austere, tao bard, and coid, and inhurnan in this niatter. Wc have taooften,

and tao much, put forward Christiamiity as. neither hunian nor reas(:nable, and

those are the only conditians on which it can be nmade a working power in thc

world. We are living in thc world, and bave got ta, live ini it, and bumld up our

manhood if it, and although 1 wouid be the iast ta, recomnîend that Christianity

should take for its standard thc standard af the world, still the Church must
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