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Ia's Timber Resources Va.sted by Carelessness-Need for State Super-

-New Growths Require long Period-Possible to Ensure Succes-sive

For Ail Tirne to Corne - Much of. Canada is Fit Only for Forestry
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s their special pleaders. "Ex.haustless
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Fortunately the carnival of forest fires in Ontario has likely
seen its -wildest days. A strongly organized forest service
with over 1,000 rangers and inspectors, generous expendi-
tures on equipment and modern ideas of management, bas
been brought into being during the past two years. Nothing

more creditable has been done by any Canadian government
in such short tixne, and while it may cost half a million dol-

lars a year it la cheap insurance. Fire protection, however,

is but the first step in state supervision of public-owned
forests. The interests of the province and of the lumber
industry now eall for a re-examination of present "regula-

tions" in the liglit of modern experience, and the employ-
ment of technically trained woods managers in ail cutting

operations on the publie domnain. This mnay sound new; it is

ive hundred years old. It may sound like a fresh dose of

state interference. but only this formn of state "interference"
ean possibly rescue private industry fromn obliteration.

In Quebec, out of sheer necessity tfhe limit-holders hiave

banded together to formn fire protective associations. Their
range of holdings now extends over 75,000 square miles, moat

of whlch may be said to be guarded by the best methods yet

developed. A hydro-aeroplalie will be added to central Que-

bec's fire-detecting. machinery next spring; the device is

experimental, but great possibilities are before it.
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