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by court martinl and received 5? days’
cells, 14 of nhich was remitted,
[ ] [ ] * L .
A busy time they are having of it just
now at the barracks here. No. 1 is Co.
neavly full ¢trvength, while the number
of attached oificers. N, C. 0.s and men

reach 45. DBetween ) e mew rill and the
attached things are kept going along
lively.

It is rumoured that Mapor Beatie, of
the 7th Batt., does mot desire promotion
to the command of the regiment. The
officer mentioned as likely to succeed I.t.
Col. Payne is Major A. M. Smith, former-
I conneeted with ghe Tth, and o very
nopular officer. Mis pppointment would
be received with general favour among
members of the battalion and the citizeus
Zenerally.

BERLIN.

The annual regine ntal mecting of  the
20th Batt. wase held last evening in the
Walpsr Hous. There were present the
following officers: Lieut. Col. Cowan,
Major Cooper, Capt. Kerr, Capt. Bowman,
Capt. McCallum, Licut. Futher, Liecut.
Martin, Licut. Bowman, Lieut. Osborn,
Sgte. Breehbill, Keffer and Hail.

The minutes of  the last regimental
meeting were then read.

Moved by Capt. Kerr, seconded by Capt.
McCallum. thnt the minutes be adopted
as read. Carried.

The financial statement for 1803 was
then read.

Moved by Capt. McCaljum, seconded by
Capt. Bowmen, that the finauocinl state-
ment be adopted.  Carried.

Moved by Capt. Kerr, scconded by Capt.
McCallum, that Captaing Bowman and
Ellis and Lt. Osborn compose the Regi-
wental Committee.  Carried.

Moved by Capt. Bowman, seconded by
Major Cooper, that Capt. McCallum, Hon-
orary Major Cranston and Lt. Limpert
composc the Band Commitice. Carried.

Moved by Cupt. McCallum, scconded by
Lt. Osborn, that Major Cooper, Q.M. Simp-
&on, Capt. Kerr, Licuts. Bowman, Fox,
Martin, Goodhall, ITampton and Futher
compose the Mcss Committee. Carried.

Moved by Lt. Bowman, scconded by Lt.
Martin. that Lts. Osborp und Limpert
and Captuins McCallum, Kerr and Bow-
man compose the Rifle Committee. Car-
ried,

Arrapgements wWere undie to purchase
balance of helmets, also to get plates,
spikes and chnin straps for helmets.

The battalion go o camp at London
in June,

The meeting adjourned at 10.20 o'clock
p- m.—Record, Feb. 13th,

NAVAL AND MILITARY NEWS

Iit, is, says the Volunteer Serviee Ma-
gazine, just aboat twelve myonths since
the long servive decoration was bestowed
on some of our volunteer officers, and
now it iy expected that the Royal war-
rant announcing the grant of a similar
decoration te nou-commissioned officers
#nd men of twenty years service and up-
wards will shortly bhe jssued. The rs-
timated number of recipicnts is about
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10,000. There wre some 2,600 men in
the volunteer force who wear six stars,
signifying npwards of thirty years’ ser-
vice, while the number who have served
twenty years nnd upwards exceeds 7,000 :
but as the decoration is to be conferred
alike upoa past and presoat members of
the force, the total number of recipients
may be expeeted to reach 10,000.
® e & o
Attention has recently been drawn to
an invention by Capt. John Ewart, R.A,,
late adjutant of the 1st Bauffshire Ar-
tiilery Volunteers, who has just perfected
what he calls an “ improved means for
using miniature cartridges for rifle prac-
tice.””  The real object of the invention
i to provide for regulation target prac-
tice being carried out in the least pos-
#ible space, as well as at little expend-
itare.  The Morris Tube idea is, ip Lhis
case entirely left out, and much couse-
quent trouble avoided. Capt. Ewnrt's
contriviamce is ‘much more simple, and
from this very fact it is hoped. will prove
more serviceable. It is simply this. A
«trong metal cylinder, or “carrier,” is
provided of exactly the same size ns an
ordinary cartridge, and therciore fitting
correctly into the bore of the rifle. This
cylinder again has provision formed in
it, or attached to it, for a; miniature car-
tridge to the front ¢nd of which an or-
dinary full-sized bullet is secured, the
wiele representing an ordinary ear-
tridge. The extreme simplicity of (he
design will commend itself to all rifle-
men, as, in effect it is very much like
using an ordinary cartridge. Moreover
there is no tube, and the bullet is fulls
sized, o that the later fits the groovee
of the rifle in the ordinary way, thus ob-
viating all danger of * blocking up.”
e & & o
The Revenge, having now completed her
trials, is to be brought forward for vom-
missioning, end will, as already repor:-
cd. hoist the pennant of Captain W. H.
May ia April to relieve the Rodney. This
latter ship will then go to the Mediter-
ranean to relieve the Dreadnought. When
this change has taken place the Channel
Squadron will comsist of four high free-
board battleships, the Royal Sovereign,
Empresss of ladia, R solution and Revenge,
while all the low freeboard “Admirals.”
with the exception of the Benbow, will
then be up the Straits.  The Meilitor-
rancna Squadron will thereiore comprise
ten hattleships, the Hood and Ramillices,
the Nile and Trafalgar, the Sans Parcil,
and the five ‘“ Admirals.”” Two of the
Royal Sovereign class. the Royal Onk and
Repulse, will atill be in reserve. It is
probable that in . the {hannel the Im-
mortality and Narcissus wil] be relieved
by the Gibraltar and Grafton, while the
Mediterranean cruisers will be the Bdgar
and Hawke, Alotas and Spartan, Arcthusa,
and Amphion, and in the smaller classes
Barham, Fearless, Scout, Surprise, Glean-
cr and Skipjack. The fighting strength
of the two squadrons as they were 1en
vears ago, will therefore be: Mediter-
rancan, 1884, G battleships, 2 cruiscrs ;
1894, 10 battleships, 12 cruirerd; Chan-
nel. 1884, 6 battleships, no cruisers;
18904, 4 bntt]osllips. 4 cruisrers.
[ L J L]

The Duke of Wesiminster has expressed
hiwsclf very mueh in favonr of & volun-
teer reserve in England.  Tn distribut-
ing the prizes to n North of Englangd
corps the Duke strougly advocated the
utilization of the services of those wen
who have left the force, but who would,
'm an emergencly. be able and willing to
aguin bear arms in the defence of their
country.  This movement. it will bhe re-
collected, was originated rome montha
ago by that well-known West Riding of-
ficer. Lt. Col. Bingham, and the author-
ities have been strongly wrged to permit
i reserve to be formed. This, howerver,
they will not do. because they doubt if a
volunteer reaerve would he of much prac-
tical utility.

. o

An officer of H. M. 8. Blake has written
home as follows from Dominica: * We
have visited Antigua, Nevis and Mont-
serrat ; Nevis was particularly interest-
ing to me, as the church there contains
the registrar of Nelson’s marriage; the
bock itsell is in very bad comdition, and,
if some means be not adopted to preserve
it. will soon cease fo exist. It ought to
be kept in a glass case and not handled,
as it would be a thousand pities to lose
such an interesting - relic. The house
where the marriage took place is in
ruins.’’

[ ] L ] * L J

Some interest ataches to the question
cf the use of merchant vessels jor war
purposes,  Not more tham thirteen vessels
at present receive from the Government
an annual subvention: They are the Im-
perial. Campania, Lucanin, Majestic, Teu-
tonic, Etvurin, Umbria, Aurania, and the
P. and O. Victoria, Himalaya, Australia,
Arcadia, Oceana, ‘& Britannia; many of
the others belonging to the same or other
owners, being only held at the disposal
ef the Adwmiralty, as vesscls which have
complicd with the desired conditions of
sub-division by transverre bulkbeads.

e a2 o o

Advices have been received at Halifax
to the effect that scrious trouble, almost
awmounting to n mutiny, has manifested
itself on board Her Majesty's ship Can-
ada. since the vessel was re-commisgion-
ed. The Canada is now in the West ln-
dics, and the matter has been kept as
quiet as mpossible. Admiral . Sir John
Hopkins visited every vessel in the squad-
ron on Christmas day, and was received
in the most hearty manmner on board all
of them, with the single exception of the
vessel mentioned. That ehip displayed
no decorations, nor anythingz to indicate
the advent of the festive scason. On each
meas table was a tin of water and a
plate of ship’s biscuits. The admiral was
received in absolute silence by the men,
and he could obtain no answer to his
questions. On Boxing day the Royal
Naval sports took place, but no member
of the erew of the “anada entered ior the
contests. It is reported here that the
admiral has asked the Admiralty Board
to order the Canada home.

L J o * L 2

Tbhe Duke of Connaught has fixed March
14th for a field day in the neighbour-
hood of Aldershot, in which the Public
Schools Volunteers, to the number of 500
of all ranks, will take part, assisted by
regular troops from the camp.

2 e @ o

With the view of instructing cavalry
men to ewim their lrorses across rivers,
n large lake is to be constructed at Al-
dershot and the expenses wi'l be included
in this year's estimates.

* e * [ ]

Pending the appointment of a briga-
dier, Col. C. Bromhead, C.B., command-
inge the 24th R-wimental District, has as-
sumed temporary command of the South
Wales Volunteer Brigade.

® o @

Some of the men of the Cawmeromrians,
now quartered nt Portsmouth. have re-
cently been giving trouble to the eivil
and military police. and Lt. Gen. Davis
has threatened to send the regiment to
Portsdown Hill forts unless an jmprov-
ment takes place. They hive also been
informed that should this step be found
necessary the meighboring villages of
Cosham and Porchester will_ be placed
out of bounde. The regiment is chiefly
composed of very young recruits, and the
Cameronians are anything but popular at
Portemouth just mow,.

* o L} [

Breech-loading rifles were invented in
1811, but did not come into general uso
for many years. It is estimated that
over 12,000,000 ave now in actual ser-
vice in the European armies, while 3,-
009,000 are reserved in the arsenals for

cmergencies. ’
e o 0



