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Topics of the Week

Sbthe months agoa Militia. Departmental regulatlon was issued in-
creasmg the entrance fee for cadets at the Royal Mrhtary College at
'I\mgstoh from $roo-to $200. The parents pf the tWent) -four cadets
who entered the college last September objected. to the extra $100, on
‘the: gl’ound that their sons had gone up for mytriculation when the then
extstlhg regulatxons placed the entrance fee at ?100, and it was manifestly
ur{falr to levy the extra amount after all arranggments had been made on
the basis 6f the old entrance fee. The . Minister has bad the matter un-
der his consnderatlon, and has decided to remit the extra amount for the
last Batch of cadets but future cadets will be required to pay the $z00
fee. o
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~ The movement in favour of the participation of the Indian princes
and chiefs in a scheme of national defence appears to have excited the
utmost enthusiasm in the Punjab and Rajputana. Amongst the Rajput
" States the Rajahs aof Bhurtpore and Jodhpare have selected cavalry and
' jml'antry amongst- the existing regiments for special training’; the Rajah-
-of Ulwar provides 6oo cavalry and 1,000 infantry ; while Kotah sends

* a regiment of infantry. The Maharajah of Jeypore ‘offers to maintain
1,000 ponies fully eqtbpped for transport service ; in Bikanir an armed
camel corps 500 strong will be raised and equipped. In this way a
" thoroughly equipped Rajput corps is being got together amongst the
.chlefs of Rajputana.

, The Enghsh Army estimates for the current year call for an addi-
tron of £600,ooo to the annual expenditure.  This gives an increase of
,61 5 men; improves existing works and submarine defences, supplies
the army with quick-firing guns, new field guns of the latest pattern and
‘magazine rifles, and increases the First Class Army Reserve, which will,
it is a,nttqpated in the course of the ensuing, financial year, reach the
high figure of 58 coo men. The Secretary for War, Mr. Stanhope, caf-
- culates 'that in xo days the field army of 8o ooo men .could be made
ready ‘For the defence of London, Mr. Stanhope is making arrangc-
mepts for constructing at certain strategical points entrenched camps,
surrounded by prdinary field works. In case of invasion these works
could be extended and connected, all necessary preparation having been
" made to secure promptitude of action.

The Duke of Cambridge made an important speech in returning
',tbauks'for the toast of the Regular Army and Auxlliary forces at a pub-
. lic dinner recently. His Royal Highness takes the view that conscrip:

- Senator Girard says:

* fortifications. .
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pon—-z 3 corhp\lls&y umversal ser\nce f_qr g,g\q‘_ regulgr army—rs abso-z\ _

~lutely imipossible in England,,,,‘ﬂe pmntgd 1ONL: that,moxi!scnotxon was
:incompatible i’ the- British: semce, whichi fwasllfor the’ rholﬁ‘part foreign,
and that France and Germaiiy had conscnptlon because'

tiers to defend In their place” England has the clcfence of India and

ey had fron-

.....

the Colonies to provide for, and even Prince; Bxsma;ck would hardly be
able to persuade his ¢ountrymen to-accept: unil/ersal Serwce A it involved
long periods of soldlermg in the tropics. 'llfe Comrr;ander-m\Chlef was
careful to récognize ‘the fact that the’ fatal ob;ectrons,to conscription for
the’ Regular Army did not exlst in regardr to: 'compulsory servnce in the

Auxiliary forces, which ‘would be - ‘brought ahout by the revwal of the

Militiz ballot. ‘Taking the Auxnhary forces ag ,they are at present consti-

,tuted thé Duke of Cambndge spoke in-high terms of them, and said

that théy ought to have the support of the nqlton ’and that in particular
the Volunteers, bemg the least expenswe, ought to. be regarged with the
fullest consideration by those who have:to see its elﬁCIency maintained.
He also said that in his opinion the Voluntee‘rs f" ‘u’nted more money,”

that is to say, that more money ought to be spent m xlmprovmg their
efﬁCIency , _

Thls curious paragraph, appearmg as an Oteawa despatch of the

24th March, is now going the rounds of the Umtefl States:

—“Fears are

~expressed that a filibustering expedmon from the.Umted States may

seize the undeveloped territory . in. the great. Mackenzle'Rwer region.
‘Fifty resolute: meh" armed thh supplies and

_ammunition, would be sufficient to. hold the country agamst any force

that could be sent against them under-existing conditions’ The coun-
try contains great mineral' wealth; and abounds in valuable fisheries,
extensive forests and rich pastures, all awamng ‘settlement and affording
plenty of room for thousands of population.”

’

The San Francisco Slandard prlnts the folloumg --‘ ‘Phe easy in-
difference which marks the attitude of the’ Umted Stgtes towards all
other countries is well illustrated by the apparent lack of interest in
Washmgton in the building up of a. great‘ British fort»on Vancouver’s
Island. A resident of Olympia, W. T., said" m this. cnty the'dther day :
‘A very large proportion of the people of this’ couptry are aware that the
strongest fort on the American continent: is. .nQy:. burldmg on the Pacific
coast. When ccmpleted it will fank next to Gibraltar.among the world’s
It commands the entrance to Puget Sound, the second
port of érnitry on the Pacific coist and oné 6f ‘the most important in the
United States. The British will soon be able to ‘close this port at any
moment. No other nation in the world- would pen‘mlt the bulilding of
this great fort to‘intimidate a ‘peaceful neighbotr. .
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On the occasion of 4 presentatior of . oﬂ'u.ers commanded to the
Military Gymnasium the Emperor expressed  great sansfactnoh with the
performances that he had witnessed, and, referring to the importance of
gymnasiums for the army, recommends the practice with the bayonet to
the special care and attention of infantry officers. He ekprcssed him-



