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says he wanted to come out
but his physicians would not bear of it.
reports are somewhat conflicting, but I

;

give them a8 they comwe. Kveryous would be
gad 1o sea the Premier back in his place. His
presencs isas much - needed - by - Partisment as-
by his "bwn ‘followers. : ‘l‘hamv.:h LWBVEr, A0
impression abroad that,'either with him or with-
out Mm>-the- cannot survive  the expi.
xation of this Parliament Should he not lead
them again fba¥ are doomed beyond hepe of
Troes his party 1n he Howea3d. the Lord
is party in ouse, AD e
Id_become of them if he goes
~8Bouth, -Iobesrve that sume of your Tory cuvn-
temporaries are making much of the fact that
A HALF DOXEN II18H CATROLICS
in the House voted against Landry s resolutiop.
Ot theee, Mr. Tuompeon, Minister of Justice, is
,an English convert, who has never claimed, and
has never been considered in any sense, as re.
At n the Mliatry depie the spposition
to remain in the. swpite the upposition
. of Irsh Cathalics to \he Riel execution. Mr,
Bemn has had s lat office as Surgeon-General
of Militis bestowed upoun him., He aspires
to a seat 1 the Oalinst, and, being a turnoout
reformer, he voted oonfidence in a Ministry
with which his political fortunes are
- bound up. He eanuot go back tothe Liberals, so
- e remana with the Tories. Mr, Curran bas his
houpes fixed on the aud as hisonly chance
of gotting there.is through the ‘L'ories, he stands
z them. Mr. Coughlan and Mr. Bums, al-
“ Irizh Qatholics, are merely holding seats
at the of the Governneut, whose
nominees they are. Sir John tovk great credit
for bringing these men into Parliament, but
while aoing o0 he leit no means unted to de-
feat much abler, more independent and far more
. representative Irish Catholics. All these half.
dozen are Tories fist, Irishmen afterwards,

when it amits them. Is it astonishing that those | 4

men should vate in favor of hanging a madman
on & charge of %mm, when they pernist
1n supporting and belonging to a pa ty contrulled
by the Oranyemen and who e press is violent in
itsepp tition to the principle of Insh Home Rnle
#0 dear to evory Irssnman. Thewe inen no more.
represent Irish feeing on the Riel qaeetion
than by their votes in parlisment they repressnt
ish sentiment regarding
TORY HATRED OF HOME RULE,
Tory subserviency to Orangensm, and Tory
tureats to overthrow Catholicity in Quebec,

Inshmen in or out of parliament who adbere to | pape

and defend the Tory party must scoept and bow
to these leading poiuts in ths Tory programme.
But by doing 5o they place them:elves apart
from their people and n.ust look to Oracge and
Tory inHuences aloue tor the futare. They bave
chosen their side, and when next they appeal to
the people fur elec.ion theg find their countrymen
and co-religionists on the other side they can
aily blame themselves should they sutfer re-
ndiation. It is nu uncommoun thing at Uttawa
or men belonging to the majority to vote
inst their convictions and the intereste of
:g:i‘r constituente. Party discipline is very
strong. Other influence» are also very strong ;
such a8 patronage and the numerous axes which
every member bhas to grind, but never can get
ground till she la:t vestige of independence is
?I.::n from them, aad 1t is sink or swim with Sir
ohn.

.
A STORMY DEBATE

took place in the Commons this afternoon. It
arose from a question of privilege raised by Mr.
Kirk calling uttention to the fact that members
of the House hud used the offiaal reports with
the regular imprimatur and put falee ieadings
on it for psrty pul misrspresenting -and
falsifying the divisions. Mr. Thos. White de-
fend®d the action of his Tory triends on the
sreneral of * party exigenciea,” A num-
iber of members took a hand in, and there was a
tlively half hour. Haosard is an institution
,which has frequently been used f.r party par-
* poves. Repurss have been altered, and some-
times the words and meaning of speeches altered
to agree with more mature reflections.

ABSIBTED IMMIGRANTA.

FYew persons outside the parties intarested
'will deny the impolicy cf the system of assiated
passages to immigrants csrried on by the De.
partwent of Agriculture. A great amount of
money is8 spent this way every year, which is
gimply thrown away. It has bzen proved that
numbers of men who atteand gattle, or g on
their own business, to England, sesure retarn
tickets aa immigranta. It 18 alse well known
that many more take that means of getting
to the United States. But worst of all
.+ . is the importation of artisans and mechanics to

compete with our own workmen in our already
overcrowded labor market. With the object of
fixing the extent of these abuses, Dr, Wilson
moved for returns. In doing so, he pointed out
the evil and absurdity of spending money in
this way, and urged the Minister of agriculture
to discontinune the practice. Mr Carling made
a guoeral denal of the allegatinng, and declared
that artisans were not assisted. He promieed,
however, to bring dowu the reiurns, When
they are tn hand we shall be able to get
at something like - the truth of the matter
A RELIC.

To-uay rome workmen unearthed the tablet
erected by Mr G. E, Desbarats over the spot
where D'Arcy McGee was shot, It B somewhat
defaced: About .a year after the tablet was
placed the building, which contained the
Queen’s prioting office, was burned down, Ever
since the tab-et has remained in & heap of
rubbish on a back lot. Itiseaid the Govern-
ment will take possession of the stone for pre-
servation S

Orrawa, April 11.-=1f I had my choice of
an easy billet in the civil service I should
choose to be a'director of the geological sur-
vey., Itis a branch of the public service of
waoich’ most people know very little. The
salaries are goud, the work required consists

of summer picnics, with geologizing as
an object, fishing, shooting and a
eneral good ' nuttng as - incidentals,

Vhat common ' people who can afford
it regard as & delightful holiday, 7a to gevlogi-
cal purveyors eimployment withthe advantage
of having their #alaries snd expenses paid all
the time, But although' a grest deal of money
is annually expénded ia thig way and in
keepiig up thie museum, the inktitution can-
not be said to 'be 'a a&unoness. Persons
engaged #in running ‘matters tell me that
it is about the worst place in the country. to

- apply for information, -1t appears to be run
on c¢lise communion principles, ‘and {a re-
garded as either Tosseesing very - little
kuowledge or having a mighty clever way of
concéaling it. " Reform in 'its' methods,

“or iti ataff, i much -‘needed, for
something'  mote "than  giving . trips
to REiarope ' and’ ‘picnics to - favorites

" should be obtained for ‘the large amount of {.

mongy expended, - However, it 'is - likely to
get & protty lively shaking up - Mr. Rolton
is after the fosails ‘with & sharp stick—the
. living fossils, I mean. He'hus & potideion the
paper. It is doubtful, however, thatanything
{in the way of geod will feanlt, excéept, perbaps,
“exposure of existing- abuses, ‘ incapacity | and
uselesa expense. 1t seeme’sxtraordinary that
{our or five high- salried ‘officlals should be
" reéquired- to take charge of the geologloal
section at the iIndian’ and' Colonial! Exhibi-

tion, -with all the“expénses “conneoted with |-

* their passages and maintensnce. -
.. U THEMINISTER OF JUSTICE ' .
d°d not shine partionlarly, bright-in the House:
th o'sfternoen. : A’ quastion'of order was taken

DI T

wright is on hand. Nova Scotisns are alwaya
smuaing, if oot instructive, when they get up
a fight among themselves,

PARTY FEELING
is very bitter among them and thev hit hard.

deiight in badgering the mew minister, who
was taken from the bench to illuminate the
Commeons with his legal wisdom. So far
be has filled his plsce acceptably,
but a few mistakes like 1hat of
to-day will epoil his reputation. He has
snother fauit of which he ahould be re-
mioded, so that he may make an effort to
correct It. When referring to oppoaition
members from his own provinoe, he seldom
refrains from a sneer uttered with an frritat-
ing asr of superiority that is wery offensive,
and regularly arouses a abarp rejoinder. It
ia a good plan to keep on a level in the
House, even with those opposed to you,
for there is no telling what may bappen.
Nova Scotian politicians especially have a re-
cord for long memories, though timea may

ge and men change with them. It may
be noted here, to Mr. Kirkpatrick's credit,
that he has several timea duriog the sessicn
given very impartial rulings in spite of Minis-
teria. pressure. This is probably the reason of
the Montreal Gazette’sattacksupon him. Since
that article appeared censuring the Speaker
for not keeping better order in the House a
ecided coolness has arisen h:iween Mr.
Kirkpatrick and Mr. T. White. Mr. Daly,
the Deputy Speaker, also abuares the ressnt-

mentof his chief. Itis also said that quite
s number of Conservative members
are offended at Mr, \Vhite's airs of

loadership during Sir Joho's absence.
The number of the Gazette containing the
obnoxieus article has been removed from the
tile in the Commona reading room by order
of the Speaker. The guestion now arises-——
Hai the Speaker the power to remove news-
rs from £les in the readiog room ! It is
‘hell that he havnot. It is likely the matter
will come up in the form of & question of
privilege, when a lively tine may be ex-

pected

OrTawa, April 15.~It ia somewhat curious,
if Mr. Costigan has the earnest support and en-
tire confidence of that portion of the Touservs-
tives which rretends to represent the Irish
Catholics, that an intrigue shounld exist to bring
about his retirement, in order to put

Dr. Darby Bergin in  his place, I do
not beheve that the Cabinet is of very
formidable proportions, or  represents

anytbing more thun the witless ambition of the
Curawall doctor. Whea Dr. Bergin at in
Parliamen: as a supporter of the Liberal Gov-
ernment of Mr. Maukenzie, he never ceated to
urge his claimn to a seat in the Cabinet. He
wnsisted that Hon. R. W Scott and Hon. C, F,
Frasec we.e not regrmentanve Irish Catholics,
and that he was the only man in Parliamont
that really did so. Mr. Mackenzie's failure to
recognize hi» olaims, and a querrel with Mnc-
donald, of Cornwali bmuilent about his change
ot allegiance from the Liberals to the Tories,
by whom he has been twice elected. Of course,
every man hase a right to change sides in
g:ljitiu, but peuvple expect the act to be justi-
on satisfactury public grounds.

UNDER TORY OOLORS
Dr. Bergin's ambitivn was the same as when
he fought on the other side. No one can
say it is mot an honorable ambition, To repre-
sent the Irish Catholics of Canada in the tiov-
ernment of the country i» o proud 1ition for
any man to fill. Dr, Bergin's ability i1s admitted.
He is also encrpetic, pecsistent, & etrorg par-
tizan on whatever side he may range himeelf ;
he lacks, however, thore qualities which win,
estab:ish and retain coufidence and friendship.
Hu is apt to treat all who do not agree with him
in everything as enemies, and a8 & cons: quence
forfeits regard that otherwise he would have.
That he would make a first class administrator
of & department has been proved by the master-
lv thoroughness with which he organized azd
managed the Surgeon-General’s branch of the
militia duriog the North-West cnmgaign. These
things stand to his credit, snd if he has patience,
and the Tories remain in office, he may yet
secure the object of his ambition, As matters
are a$ present, it isnot at all probable that he
will replace Mr. Costigan, €18 cntention that
the representative of the Irish Cathol ca in the
Cabinet ought to be an Oataric mao is of
no account _Aithough that province may have
the larg.st Irish Catholic population of any
of the pr.vinces, thut populatiou is nnt sectiona’.
3o lung as their represeniative really represents
their views and feelings,it matters little to them
w‘limt. part of the Dounnion he comes frcm,  He-
gidey, -

MR. ¢ STIGAN HAN A RECORD

of service which his heir presumptive has not.
Otherwise there is nothing tv choose between
them, and Sir John Macdonald’s well knowa
dislike for changing his colleagues cives the
sitting minister a great advantage. When tbe
general election comes on no one knows what

changes may take place.  Shculd Mr.
Costigan desira to  ietirte then, he
could do s, I have no doubt, with

& cheice of poaitions n the gift of the Ministry.
To the Irish Catholics generally the struggletor
offict between them is of very little moment.
They have both taken gr:und and given votes
abhorront to every true Irishinan, and they may
reckon with whomfthey will for place hereafter,
Mr. Costigan has the advantoge of a safe
constituency,~—he holda the fort and is person-
ally popular. On the other hand he has the
dissdvuntage, in Sir John Macdonald's eyes, of
having kicked over the traces once or twice, and
Sir John is one whu never forgeta or forgives
indevendence in a colleague or a follower.
‘L his, think, is & fsir presentment
of the situation as regards theee gentlemen.
It is very bad taste, however, in Dr. Bergin
shewing his jealousy of Mr, Costigan by pitch-
ing into his measures in Parliament. It does
not advance his cause, and only serves to exhibit
bis motives, At any rate they may both take
what consolation they can find ia the certaint
that after the elections the Irish Catholics will
be represented in the Cabinot by a man superior
to either of thew in all that our people regard
ss essential to the character of one ocoupying
‘that exalted position,

Ripgav.

'NERVOUS DEBILITATED MEN,
_You are allowed a fiee trial of thirty days
‘of the use of Dr. Dye's Celebrated Voitaio
Belt with Electric .Suspensory Appliances,
‘ for the speedy relief and permanent cure of
Nervons Deuility, loss of Vitality and  Man-
hood; snd al! kindred troubles. = Also, for
-many other diseases, Complete . restoration
to health, vigor and manhood guaranteed.
No riek ia imourred,  Illustrated pamphlet,
with full information, etc,, mailed free by ad-
drésaing Voltaio‘Bilt Co:; Marshall; Mich, G

Ottaws, in place of the. iate Rev. Father
Taberst, O.M.1, . He will assume charge..on
"Easter Momday, . L T T

, 'The'.K.ev.- Father P, Prevouf.iyo.b’l;l..i.. -I;Ias‘ rig
-3 been appointed Superior of the College of

-

wishea partivularly td aee yoar Iadyship; and
be hopes you will exouse his cilling at such &'
time. 1.was to be partieplar to give. the
exuctly sa he gave it, my ady.”
speskor was the exact and consol

For some reason the Opposition sesms to take | tions Barnes,

Lady ‘Rlmadale tried to lock resigued.
She had hoped for a day's quiet before leaving
the home where she had spent so many
years—the home which was home to Ler ina
sense in which no other place could be.
Heore she had been brought, a \mg,fdr
bride, by a husband who loved hor tenderly,
who always loved ber, and with whom
she bad never bad avy of those quarrels
which, if all we hear of the outer world is
trne, scem to be & mneceavity of the habits,
and a normal oondition of lite in the nine-
teenth century. .
To Mary Eimsdale, to the twins, the change
was painful, but they conld not feel it as the
mother did. To them 1t was the first wrench
ot the fires which had grown and intensified
In growth year aiter year until they had be-
come almost a part of that which supported

them,

Lady Elmadale descended slowly to the
apartment where Colonel Everard was await-
ing the interview which he had solicited with
his usual self-poesession. An acute observer
might have noticed a alight nervousnesa in
his manner—difiidence there was none

**] have done myself the hunor, Lady
Eimadale, to wait upun yon, even at the risk
of causing you soms inconveniunce, on an im-
portant subject **——

He pauseu. Manifestly he thonght he had
done the iady an honor as well as, or perhaps
rather more than, himaelf.

' We are just in the uopleasant bustle of
preparation tor leaving,” ahe replied, feeling
that some reply was required, but very much
at & loss in what tushion to shape her
auswer,

* I have come to request your interposition
—your interference, in fact "—

4 Indeed, Colopel Everard, you muat ex-
cuse me, my son bas lett Elmadale—left
Ireland, in fact, this morning; and even if
he were here, I could not open the subject

ain,

The Colonel smiled with the air of & man
who has his enemy at an advantage, snd who
knows i, but intends to be beniqnlnt, and
overlooks the superiority of his position.
“My dear madam, I was not alluding to
your ton, I was alluding to—your daugh-
ter.”

Lady Elmadale had never been indifferent
to the prospect of marriage between her
daughter and the wealthy Colonel. Even when
Lord Elmsdale had spoken of the disparity
of years, and the stern, reserved manner of
their neighhor, she had treated these obstaclea
lightly, He was a guntleman, a man of good
position, but above all he was a man of
wealch, I do not think Lady Elmsdale was
more worldly-minded than her neighbors—
indeed, I am quite certain she waa less than
many ; but she had no ides of marriage aa n
sacrament—how, Indeed, could ahe?—and
she had suffered herself, in ways known only
to those who move in the higher circles of
society without the pecuniary means to enable
them to hofd their position on a perfect
equality with their fellaws, She wished to
save her daughter from these trials, and,
thinking as she did, perbapes we canuot blame
her overmuch.

But whatever golden opinionsshe may have
bad of the Culonel in the past, at the present
moment, undoubtedly, she thought him ex-
tremely tiresome.

He did not seem to expect a reply, which
afforded her considerable relief, for his obser—
vation was one whick it would have been
difficult to answer.

¢ Youaradoubtless aware, Lady Elmsdale,”
he centinued, with a self-contidence which
would have been amuwsing if it had not been
20 entirely characteristic,—** you are doubt-
less aware of the preference I have long
euntertained for Miss Klmsdale. Have [ your
permission to express that preference to the
young lady herself %

Was this love? Notwithstanding her sor-
row, notwithstanding the preternstural
gravity of her visitor, Lady Eimsdale could
have indulged, then and there, in a hearty fit
of laughter, if the neages of society, which
for the nopce take the place of Christian
charity, had not interfered to compel silence.
Ah 1 thore usages of weciety 1-—what do they
pot oblige na to do and *o auffer, and with
what patience they are obeyed, with what
exactitude they are fultilled !

Lady Elmsdale wasa obliged to anewer, Her
reply waa certainly not very conmnected.

] really—that is—I suppose—I believe”

Colonel Ewverard interposed with courtly
condescension, He would have been equally
polite and equally dignified at the execution
of half a dozen Indian rebels, or the hanging
of Ned Rusheen, which he wonld have con-
sidered a holocaust due to the offended
dignity of British law, without any very
particular reference to the innocence or guilt
of the person sacrificed,

© 1 quite undestand, Lady Klmsdale.” It
never occurred to him for one inatant that
her hesitation could proceed from any indif-
ference to himself personally, or that she
could be inaifferent to the importance of such
o connection for her daughter. ““I oan
assure you I have thoraughly considered the
matter.” 1t did not appear to have occurred
to him that any consideration on the other
side was necessary. Jossibly he acted on
the principle, ¢ When the gods spealk, lot
men obey,”

“ Miss Flmedale is young,” he con.
tinued, with the air of a man who
saw objections, but considerately waived
them; *“but I can make all neces-
gary allowances, She will find me in-
dulgent, Lady Elmsdale, withip all reasonable
limits”—(Lady Elmsdale wondéred what he
would consider reasonable}—*‘and I may adad,
I think—I really think, under the ciroum-
stances, that it is my duty to add—tha¢ she
may find herself elevated in rank by ber mar-
riage. I am ocorrect, Lady Elmsdale”—(who
ever doubted his -correctness ?)—“I am
apeaking etrictly within the limite of truth,
when I say that Miss Elmsdale may wear a
‘ducal coronet if she consents’ to honor
mé with her hand. "I havé not ‘said
miich about it—in, tact, I prefer being
recsived everywhere on my own merits ;. bat
I am next heir to a-dukedem, and I feel it
ight to inform you that it inso.” .-

What Colonel Everard ssid .was literally
‘trae, . Ho was not » mah. to.lay olaim -to ‘an’
‘honor of .which he had. not a falr’ prowgect:,
-Different:minde-have diforent wa . 2 -of maai-

B

what I.intended ; and then Lord—I mean’
——He hesitated, with some little degiee of
feeling. ** Of conrse,” he- continued, almost
ashamed of » departure from his uso
dignity,—* of course I could not have spoken
svoner, and I could not have spoken now,
had I not feared that new scenes and new
inflaences might repaer your daughter less
favorable to my suit.”

Lady Elmadale was distressed, perplexed,
and somewhat pained. Never since her hus-
band's death had ahe feit his lom more keen-
ly. Who was to advise her? whom should
she consult ? It did not occur to her that her
cbild might in after life need help, and a
friend on whom she could rely, who conld be
at once adviser and comforter; and that she
ocou d scarcely find such s resource in the
cold, stern, self-suatained man who wished to
unite his lot with hers,

What was she to do?

Colonel Everard saw her embarrassment.
He scarcely attributed it to the right cause,
but he obeerved it.

He took out hie watch, & fanitless repeater,
studded with precions stones, — it pever
varied a second in the twenty-four hours;
his watch could not be guilty of such an
impropriety. He locked at it methodically,
an if he were calculating the time for a court-
martisl. ** I shall wait in the grounds, Ludy
Elmadale, for an hour, and at the expiration
uf that time, if you will permit me, I shall
return and await your reply. If it is favor-
able, I shall Lope for the honor of an inter-
view with your daughter.”

Lady Elmsdale felt as if she almoat hated
her intended son-in-law, but she did not ssy
so,—indeed she did not esy anythiog, for
there was nothing to be said. The Colonel
seemed to consider himself the master of the
whole affair ; and it was a condesceosion on
his partto allow even an hour for reilection.
His manner, his tone, his (uiet assuraunce,
had ulmost persuaded Lady Klmsdale to take
his view of the case.

Mary was in her mother's room, which
she peldom left now. Large packing
cuses. were scattered here sud  there
through the apartment, aad all
paraphernalia of a lady’s wardrobe lay in
the disorder ol preparation for a long absence
from home. Harry snd Freddy were both
with her, It was long since the twins had
been together; perhaps the approaching
aeparation from home had revived old recol:
lectione, and banished for the time more re-
cent troubles. Discord there had never been,
and where discord is ab:ent re-union is very
easily affected.

They were talking almost with their old
boyish impetuosity, when Lady Eimedale
opened the door, and they did not discontinue
the conversation, ceither did eshe by sign
or look ioterrnpt them—she was but too
happy to witness any approach to their old
freedom.

s But I say, Frad,” Harry was observing,
“it's il that horzid old fogy, Colonel
Everard. He bhas got some Indian
notions about hanging men as an
oxample, &nd sll that, you know, as they do
out there; and I suppose it’s hard when ie
comes to a fellow lhike Ned that you know
or care about.”

*“Well, I don't ses what’s to be done,”
replied Fred, rather dolefully, *I’'m sure
.l': take half & dozen of Buine’s worst can-
ings with pleasure if it would save him. By
Jove, though, I've thought of it. I say,
Mary, I think the Colonel used to be u trifle
sweet on you, Now, if you'd speak to him,
maybe he'd hold his toogne ; and thats
all heis wanted to do, it seeme, in the presens
case,"” .

‘¢ There’s the mother,” exclaimed Harry,
with something of his cld apimation, “I

say, mother, can't we do something to
save Ned? I can't bear to leave him
here to be hanged;* he added the

laat words with a toach of the very depressed
manner which had become habitual to him of
late,

“«1f he is not guilty, it certainly is very
dreadful.”

¢ If heis not guilty; I know he is not,”
Harry added, impetucusiy; *‘and I know
who ought te be whers he is now.”

Lady Elmsdale looked greatly surprised
and greatly distressed. ¢* My dear boy, take
care what you say. I am pleased with your
engerness to defend poor Husheen, but you
have uttered very serious words. If any
stranger heard you, they might think yon
really knew who was guilty, and"——

¢ Perhaps I do know,” the Doy retorted
defiantly, and then he darted out of the
room, to save himself from bursting iuto
the flood of passionate tears which he was
trying te choke back. :

Fully a quarter of an hour had passed since
the departure of the exacting Colonel, and
Lady Elmsdale felt extremely uneasy. There
was not, there could nat be, the very least
ground for hope that he would be unpunc-
tual,

¢ Perhaps, Fred, you had better go after
Harry, I do not understand his strange
mood, and I wish to speak to Mary alone.
You might tell Harry that I think she could
interfere to prevent Colonel Everard giving
evidenos, Perhaps it will help to calm him.”

They little knew that there was other evi-
dence even then in preparation which wonld
be of infinitely greater importance.

Fred left his mother's room with little hope
of finding or consoling Harry, though he
would have been only too thankful if he could
have succeeded in his mission,

¢ I fear, my dear child, that what I have
to tell you will be a surprise, 1 am not sure
whether it will give you pleasure or not, but,”
ghe concluded, abruptly, * it must be told,”

Mary locked an inquiry, but did not speak,
She bad some faint suspicion of the possible
subject of her mother’s communication. She
knew Colonel Everard had been with Lady
Elmsdale that morning, but he had paid a
similur visit a few days previously, and she
had not heard that there was any reference
made ta her on that ocoasion,

#*You know, perhaps, that Colonel Everard
has been with me for some time to-day; in-
deed, he has only just left the house. You
may, perhaps, guess the object of, bis visit.”

. Mary looked anxious, butv she did not at-
tempt to help her mother even by a smile.

¢ | suppose, my dear, I had vetter tell youst
oncewhat his object has been. He hasaskedmy

ermission to pay-his addresses te.you, and I
Bn.vé promised to give him a final reply when
he returps in an hounr, His conduot has been
altogether most gentlemanly, 'and *extremely
corrock’—(Perhaps . Mary. would  have .ad-

 thitted it more i it.had -heeen i:little:lesx a0,
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1t was a atrange question for s young girl
undét such circamstances; -and the. for-.
enoe with which it was asked seemed yet more

al | strange. But Mary Elmadale had beon well | taken

educated, in the fashionable sense of the
word. She had been taught to believe in
money as the fnnt and beneficent power
which conld confer unlimited blessinga oo the
possessors. Sbe had been taught to
dread poverty as the moat dire of evils, and to
take every possible m'n(ﬁ% is.

She had been t to love shie orta
and luxurdes of life, end to oovsider
the possemion of them mther a neoes-
sity than an sdvantage. She had certainly
heard ocertaic pages read from a Book,
which ahe was taught to believe divine, about
love of poverty, about desire of abjection,
about the snares of riches, about the valuoe of
huinility ; but what of that? She came home
sud feund all these things, t the ex-
ocessive use of w:gch lh; hhlghh“wﬁ.
warnings, eateemed aa the oat ©
good. %ow, then, conld the think other-
w se.

The lesscns ot Boly Scripture might le
intended for some people—for whom, she did
not stop to inguire. Manifestly, as far as the
opinion of those about her went, they were
not intended for her; and we cannot
wonder that she did not feel called upon to
practice them. She hed, indeed, heard
of wmonks and nuna who carried out
the precepts of poverty to their utmost
extent; but they had been invariably
described to her a2 fools or knaves—
though why the former, when they followed
the advice of Eternal Wisdom, or why the
latter, when they sacrificed all that the world
holds moet dear, she never asked, and never
was told.

But there was 0o question now of celibacy,
or practice of poverty, but of mar
risge — of marriage, which, by the
law of Protestant nstions, has been
reduced to the level of a mere civil contract.
Why, then, as such, should it not be made
asabject ofspecuiation hike any other contract,
snd, like any other contract, anaulted at
leasure ?

Mury had simply to consider the queation

from its worldly point of view. She had not
yet formed any attachment; she had sue-
pected for several years that Colonel Everard
admired her; she had heard his wealth
extolled, and made an excuse éven for hie
peculiarities, or at least tor tolerating them.
She was on the whole prepared to listen fav-
arably to his offer of marriage, but she
wished to ascertain her mother's opinion of
the matter,

¢ What would you wish me to do,
mamma ?”

Colonel Everard would have highly ap-
proved of the question #f he had heard it
Such prudence, he would have said, was rare
in one 30 young.

“Well, my dear, if you really wish for my
advice, I think you ought to consider the
queation very seriously before you give a
tinal reply in the negative, You know all
the advantages that such a connection offers.
Of courae, the marciage cannot take place for
a time, under our present paipful ocircam-
stances, If you wish, ] have no doubt that
Colonel Everard would give youafew moaths
for consideration. There is one circumstance,
however, which 1 have thomght is right to
withhold {rom you until I saw tbat you were
at least not averse to the marriage. Colonel
Everurd has iuformed me that there is only
one life between hi.a and tucuession to a duke.
iom, and thet life is extremely precarious,
;‘o you see, Mary, you may be a duchess some

“y.l'
** A duchess, mamma !"

No otner word was said, but Mary looked
very thoughtful. Poor girl! she had yet to
learn that duchesses were subject to acrrowa
like other people; that dukes muet die; that
the griefs and trials, and cress pnrposes,
and family tronbles which haunt the poor
tradesman’s family, are felt with equal
keenness in the nobleman’s household.
If she had but thought, she might have re-
membered that a title had not saved her own
father from a terrible and sudden death, nor
her own mother from days and nights of
snguish, Bat she did not think—so near may
truth be to us, without having the least in-

fortunate

fluence on car actions, in moments of the
gravest importaoce,

A servang had already announoced the return
of Colonel Everard.

I suppose I may tell him to hope, Mury ?”
obeerved Lady Elmsdale, with a smile, as she
left the room. *“You had better ring for
Luet{ to, dress you, I will come for you pre-
sently.’ ’

But Mary Elmsdale did not ring for her
maid, and did not change her morning dress,
which she made every excuse for retain-
ing as late as possible in the day.
In this instance, however, ehe had
simply taken no notice of her mother's
words. She was absorbed in thought of the
new prospect in life which awaited her, “A
ducheas, mamma !” She was even yet mus-
;;q!g upon the charming, the fascinating possi-

ility.

Freddy came in suddenly, * There's old
Everard below, Mary. If you wonld only
go to him, I do believe if you could get himn
off giving evidence, it would be the beat thing
you ever did in your life, for I am sure it
would recover Harry. I cannot think why
he has taken all this so to heart, (o, now,
there’s a good girl I” and he stooped to kiss
her with the half-patrounizing, half command-
ing manner which boys will assume towards
siaters, even when they are their seniors by a
year or two, .

T think—that is, I believe—] mesn—
mamma *—— :

** Remarkably clear, and most beautifully
explicit! - Hullo, Mary! what's up now?
Why, your face is scarlet.”—(An. idea had
begun to dawn on him of an entirely novel
character,)—**Surely it's not possible, Well,
Mary, it's all in taste ; but if you are thinking
of marrying that old "~ .

“ For gshame, Fred!—you know he wasa
great friend of yonr papa’s.”

“So it's true, then, Well, I'll shut up;”
and then, with characteristic impetuosity, he
added’-—“ I say though, Mary, it sin’t trune—
s ity . ‘ :
Lady Flmsedale came in at the moment,

‘and -relieved her daughter--from:some em.-
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deepalr;
1 4 raed towards
the - melancholy oocean—shis condition of
things belag the result of several fatile
attempts on the part of the young artist to
“do” u side view of the lady’s face with
'tl‘hh; expression which befitted the
expression would not ocme. . The
which shonld bave ‘contained valurne:y (:i
tenderness and grief, squinted at each other,
and declined acting in concert; the mouth
had an irrepressible tendency to the left ear,
which did not contribute to the general
effect 30 much desired. The face was there.
fore very pioperly omitted; and only that
fearful and horrible sun, at which the lady
was supposed to gaze (if yon could have seen
her), could tell what expression her sounte
;::nce exhibizd.d Perhaps, on the whole,
was as g an arrangement as could
have been made. The sun was evidently

too entirely oconpied in a desperate f
stroggle to get himself down straight into
the water to make any very pungent remarks
ou his admirer. There was also a ship,—or,
to be more correct, there was a brown object
surmounted by » white sail; the mail was
very white, Of the vessvl in general it need
only Izo said that it was mot known ag
Lloyde’; and though the Honorable Mary
Eimadale had obtained the first premium
for drawing and perspective at Mias Mous.
thrasher’s establishment, we dcnot whether
the ship would have been clumsed as A-}
elsewhere,

Colonel Everard did not admire the ap-
pearance of the apartment, but he behaved
very well on the whole, and bowed courte—
ously in reply to some observations of Lady
Elmadale’s on the sabject of the disorder
osnsed by :fukinx'” '

He handed Mary Elmsdale a chair, when
she entared the room, with characteristic
combination of patronage and deference, She
looked, as she was, truly beautiful ; and her
manner, at once timid and conscious of ker
power over a man whom few had ever suob-
dued, gave her ap additional churm.
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Colonel Everard opened the campaign with
the confidence of » ps:uon who is tﬁﬁgﬁwm
thathe1s performing an uct of condescension,—
who is, in fact, stooping to ask when he
might simply commapd.

“I presume, Miss Elmesdale, that Lady
Elmsdsle has informed you why I have
solicited the hunor of an interview.” Hes
Wuaed; Mery Elmsdale made no reply.

bat, indeed, ocould she may to such

a question? I hope that her favor-
able opinion will be confirmed by you,
and that I may have an assurance a'om
yourself before you leave Ireland that I may
persevere in my suit.”

Mary was still silent. Neither by look,
nor word, nor sign could ke gather what her
opinion mightbe; and he began to have some
slight misgivinge. Waas it possible she could
lt:e 0 blind to the advantages he offered

er?

But Mary was by no means blind, The
worde she had said just before were stil
ringing in her ecars—** A duchess, mamma !*
—and she had noidea of losing a prize of
which she knew, or fancied she Lnew, the
full value,

* If there ia anything 1 can do to prove"—

He paused, at a loss, possibly, for a word.
But Mary Elmadalespoke now, Her brother's
pleadings were still ringing in her ears. She
loved tnem, and for them she conld do and
dare what otherwise would have seemed im-
possible.

“If you would—if you will” The
strangeaess and abruptoess of the request ahe
waas about to make came before her, und she
knew not how to continue,

“lf I will! Surely you know yeu have
only to express your wish that it may be
obeyed ;" and the strange, hard man spoke
with more real feeling than he had yet
shown.

¢0, Colone! Everard! My brothers are
go anxious. I don’t know what is the matter
with poor Harry—it's all abuut Ned Rush-
cen ;" and Mery looked fairly ab him, in her
excitement, with her pure, aweat eyea.

The laceshe looked at was dark, and it
darkeaed more than she cared to see, She
shruok back ; and thongh Colonel Everard
was pol & keen observer of other people’s
looks or feehngs—he was too much absorbed
in himself for that—he could not help noticing
her expression, and he hesitated between his
natural habit of command and the new feel-
iogs which were actuating him almoat un-
consgciously.

‘“ You sarely would not have me interfere
with the course of juatice, Miss Elmsdale "

*Oh! not that; but I know, I am sure Ned
is not guilty,”

‘‘ Woman's logic,” said the Colonel, to him-
self—not her, "My dear Mary, I am afraid
impressions in & person’s favor wonld not be
of muoh value in a court of justice; but"—

“ Oh ! it you would only stay away, and
not give evidence at all !’ "Her pretty,
impetnous manner waa certainly very attrac-
tive —singularly attractive to this mabn,
always accastomed to be obeyed, and pleased
with the little contradiction of his will, a¥
men will be who, in greater matters, will nob
brook a word of opposition.

“ And if I yield to youn in this matter, will
you yield tome " He came near her,
drew her geutly to him. .

He thought he heard her say *¢ Yes,” but it
did not much matter.

CHAPTER XXI. ;
TRIED FOR HIS LIFE, _
It was the night before the. celebrated
murder case was to he called, Ned sat co
and still in his. lonely, lonely. cell. Te

-morrow he would know his fate—poasibly by

that very time to-morrow. . He would kno¥
whether he was to .be once more a.free man,
free to go whither he would, to do what he
liksd, or—horrible . thonght {—whether the
law would sentence him to a felon's doom—
to be ‘“hanged by the meck until he was

desd.” i
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