;esaion, there would bea: ¢ Donny

0 ﬁh::ﬁ:vouidibe flouriskied “and Kead
broken ::01d/ Trelanders and Young/Irelanders, Re-
pealers and ‘Federalists, Fenians and-Home Rulen
would, it “was ‘declared, fly_:at._one.-anotl¥rs:
throats’ At least o dozen English editors simul-

taneously hit upon the witty joke about * the Kil-
kenny.cats” © et
" This. sort of *pro o
picious energy, as the: day
'iﬂ?of ‘the éonfg;c’ance,iﬁhgﬁitbesm
the, government .party.was.m :
to verify it. SIgﬂa were-ngt wanting that
exterous, as well a5 pecuniary €
gmde to incite dissent:and disturbance. Adm
tance to the conference was -oblainable by anyone
who hed signed the requisition, on recording’ his
name and address ; and it was quite practicable for
a few government emissaries, by pretending to be
very "advanced” Nationalists, uncompromiging
Repenlers or anti-Tory Catholics, to get up flourish-
ing disputations an # rows.” Indeed, anxiety, if not
apprebension, on -this .score .geemed to prevail to
some degree on the cve of the 18th. Would there
be ¢ splits,” wonld there be discord and turbulence
and impossibility of reconcilement, or would there
be order and decorum, carnest debate, but harmon-
ious spirit and nction? All.folt that the event at
hand was one of critical importance to Ircland, ’
. For four days—the 18tb, 19th, 20th, and 21st of-
November, 1873—the conference continucd in ses-.
sion, silting each day at eleven o'clock in the morn-
ing, and adjourning at six o'clock in the afternoon.:
The number of © delegates” wns 947 ;* and the daily
attendance at each sitting averaged about six hun-
dred. Fortunately, an authentic record was taken
of the composition of the assembly ; and it is only
on glancing over the names and addresses of those.
nine hundred gentlemen that a full conception of
its character cnn be formed. One of the most not-
ablo features in the scene, ona that called forth
much public comment as an indication of the deep
public interest folt in the proceedings, was: the
crowded gallery of ladies and gentlemen who, hav-
ing succeeded in obtaining admission cards, day by
day sat out the debates, listening with eager atten-
tion to all that went forward. The pressure for
those admission cards incrensed each dsy, and at
the final sitting, on the 21st, it was found impos-
gible to seat the hundreds of visitors who filled'the
avenue to the gallery. :

There was much speculation as to who would be
salected as chairman of the convention. The choice
when made known called forth universal approba-
tion. It was Mr, William Shaw, Member of Parlia-
ment for the borough of Bandon,} a Protestant gen-
tleman of the highest position aud reputation, a
banker (president of the Munster Bank), a man of
large wealth, of grave and undemonstrative manner,
but of great depth and quiet force of charncter.' He
was one of the last men in Ireland who would an-
swer the description of an *Irish agitator” as Eng-
lish artists draw the sketch. He was onec who had
everything to lose and nothing to gain Ly ¢ revolu-
tion,” yet he had early joined the movement for
Irish self-government, declaring he did so as a
business maun having o large stake in the prosperity
of the country, 8nd because he saw that the present
system was only the  pretence of a government”
for Ireland.

Naturally the chief event of the first day's sit-
ting was Br. Butt's great speech or opening state-
ment on the wholecase, It wasa masterly review
of the question of Irish legislative independence,
and a powerful vindication of the federal adjust-
ment now under consideration. He went minutely
and historically into every fact and circomstance
and every element of consideration, making his
address rather a great argument than an oratorical
display. At the close, however, when he came to
tell how he himself had been led into this move-
ment—how it began, how it had grown, till now
he surrendered it into their keeping—his voice
trembled with emotion. “State trials were not
uew to me,” he exclaimed :~—

#Twenty years before, I stood near Smith O'Brien
when. he braved the sentence of death which the
law pronounced upon him. I saw Meagher meet
the same, and I then asked myself this: ¢ Sarely
tha state is out of joint, surely all our social sys-
tem is unhinged, when men like O'Brien and
Meagher are condemned to a traitor’s doom ? Years
passed away, and once more I stood by men who
had dared the desperate enterprise of freeing their
country by revolt......I heard their words of devo-
tion to their country a8 with firm stepand unyicld~
ing heart they left the dock, and went down tho
dark passage that led them to the place where all
hope closed upon them, and I asked myself again:
Is there no way to arrest this? Are our beet and
bravest spirits ever to be carried away under the
system of constnntly-realsted oppression and con-
stantly defeated revolt? Can we find no means by
which the Natioral quurrel that has led to all these
terrible results may be sct right?” 1 believe that
England has now the opportunity of adjusting the
quarrel of centuries, Let me say it—I do 8o proud-
lp—that I was one of those who did something in
this cause. Qver a torn and distracted country—a
country agitated by dissension, weakened by distrust
—we rniged the banner on which e emblazoned
the magic words, ¢ Home Rule.! Wo raised it with
feeble bands. Tremblingly, with heritation, nlmost
stealthily, we unfurled that banner to the bre:ze.
But wherever the legend we had emblazoned on
itsfolds was seen, the heart of the people moved to
its words, and the soul of the nation felt their puwer
and their spell. Those words were passed from
man to man along the valley and the hillside.
Everywhere meo, even those who had been despair-
ing, turned to the banner with coufidence and hope.
Thus far we Lhave borne it. It is for you now to
bear it on with more energy, with more strength,
and with renewed vigor. We hand it over to you
in this gathering of the nation. But, oh! let no

unholy hands approach it, TLet no one come tothe
help of our country.

'f"“‘, - "i\. ‘.-"',.:’ g
hesying? : went on with;sue
o d gfr'x’ea}ed’fpi- theh‘;nqgf,‘
; be-surmised:

@1 Qr dare to lay his hand upon the ark
Of her magnificent and awful cause,

who is not prepared never, never to desert that ban-
ner till it flies proudly over the portals of that ¢ old
house at home'—that old house which is associated
with memories of great Irishmen, and has been the
scene of many glorious trivmphs, Even while the
blaze of those glories I8 at this moment throwing
its splendor over the memory of us all; I believe in
my soul that the Parliament of regenerated Ireland
will achieve triumphs more glorious, more lasting,
moye sanctified and holy, than any by  which her
old Parlinment illuminated the annals of onr coun-~
try and our race.” o .

. As’his last words died away the assemblage, ris-
ing as one man, burst into cheers long protracted,
and it was only after several minutes that order
was restored. ‘

(TO BT CONTINUED 1N OUR NEXT.)

* List.-of Conference Tickel-holders—names end addresses
~=Notional Conference, November 183, Dublin : Home

Rule League Publications, 1874. = -~ S
- }Binco elected -(1874) for the county of Qork,
along with Mr. McCarthy Downing. He had been
af one time a Protestaxt dissenting minister. "
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This Engens percéived betore ha:had;-heen’ thres
years in France, The enthusiasm whicH bad gt

eetl
od him upon his first arrival gradually cooled.
Murmurs began to circle that the maintenance of the
Papal Court was a burdensome honor, The clergy,
upon ' whom the load PBeipally|fell;” weraTthe
first to manifest marked; ¥mptoms] of disdontent.:
They went 8o far as to fall tpon the_followers of
the Pontiff daring a " olenit procession “in "Paris,
atd as the disaffected parties were well armed with
rods, the Pope’s followers were beaten and dispers-
ed. This occurrence, and others equally unpleasant
made Eugene the moreanxious to regain possession
of hiséwn city. Returning into Italy, he took up
his abode in Tusculum, and with the assistance of-
Boger, King of the Sicilies, he forced the Romans
to surrender, whereupon he re-entered the city by
the Lateran gate in the autumn of 1149. But his
triumph was not lasting, for the next spring we
find him once more a fugitive, and Arnold master
of Rome,

" About this time St. Bernard wrote his celebrated
letter to the Romans. It is one of the most felici-
tous productions of the great saint. The following
are its most striking passages:

# ] address myself to you, sublime and illustrious
people, albeit a vile and worthless persor, a little
man of no account. Indecd I feel abashed and
overpowored when I consider who I am and to
whom I write. I know not how men may judge of
it, but I had rather bereproved by men for temerity
than be condemned by God for sinful silence. He
hath said, shew my people their wicked doings, and
when I appear before the face of the Lord I shall
be able to say, 1 have not hid thy justice witkin my
heart, I have declared thy truth andthy salvation. Mind-
ful of my duty, therefore, and not of my worthless-
ness, I write from afar to a glorious people and ad-
monish the Romans of their danger and of their
crime, if perchance they hearker and desist. Who
knows, but the request of 8 poor man may convert
thosc who have not yielded to the threats of the
powerful and the equipments of the strong?
Ifthis excuse be not sulficient, I shall add another.
When the cause is common, then ceases all distinc-
tion between great and small. When the head is
ailing, what member of the bedy is so distant or
insignificent as not to sympathize ? This greatest
of sorrows has reached even unto me, the least of
all, and since the head aches, the whole body aches
of which I also am member.

#What possessed you, O Romans, to offend against
St, Peter and St. Paul the princes of the universe,
but your special patrons? Why with such intoler-
able, such senseless fury, do you provoke upon
your heads the wrath of heaven and earth ; while
with sacrilegious tamerity you strive to bereave
the Holy Apostolic See of the divine and regal
honors showered upon it in so singular 2 manner—
that See, O foolish Romans, which it behooved you
to defend—single-handed if. necessasy—against the
world ?  Your fathers suljugated the universe to  Rome,
and you are making Rome the laughing stock of the
universe. Lo | the heir of Peter has been driven by
you from Peter's seat and city. Lo! the Cardinals
and Bishops by vour haunds have been despoiled of
their houses and property. Ohl foolish, senseless
people, was jie not your head ? were not they your
eyes. What is Rome now, but a headless trunk, an
eyeless face? Oh!unhappy race, open your eyes
and see your impending desolation.

# But this is merely the beginning of evile, we
are dreading others more grievous,* Do you know
that ruin awaits you, if you persist? . e .
Your hands are against all and the hands of all will

be turned against you. Gather togeiher

scattered flock, return to the pasture, return to the

Shopgeerd and Bishop of your souls. I speak, not

as a reviling enemy, but as a chiding friend. Trme

friendship must sometimes chide, but can never

flatter.”

The Melliflous Doctor concludes with aa elo-

quent exhortation, conjuring thein to be reconciled

to Peter and to Paul whom in Eugene they bhad

banished from the city. *“ Know you not, that with

these Apostles you can brave the world, without

them you are of no account?’ I have told you

your duty, I have foretold your danger, the truth I

have not hid: Gladden us, then, by a speedy nmend-

mentg or we shall have to bewail your approaching

ruin.

St. Bernard's wvoice possessed great influence

among tae Romaus ; but at this distance of time, it

Is impossible to state what impression his words

produced. It would seem, however, that the saint

was not very hopeful of success, for almost at the

same time he wrote a letter to Conrad, urging him

to espouse the cause of the Pope, Although very

desirous of brovity, I canoot defraud my readers of
the sublime exordium of this epistle. It will throw

much light upon the vexed question of the relations

between Church and State.

“ The Kingdom and the Priesthood could not be

joined or welded together more sweetly, more am-

icably, or more firmly than by their being united

in the Person of our Lord, who, born to us of the

royal and of the sacerdotal tribe, was confest both

Priest and King. And, moreover, He commingled

and confederated the two powersin His body, the

Christinn poople, 8o that we arc called by the Ap-

ostle a royal priesthood. And in another passage of
Scripture are not those who are predestined to life
called Kings and priests? Wbhat therefore God has
joined together let not man separate. Much rather
let the humaan will study to fulfill the sanctions of
the divine authority; and let them be joined in
charity who are joined in ordinance. Let them
cherish and dafend each other, let them bear one

another’s burdens. The Wise Man gaith, When
brother helpeth brother, both shall Le comforted. But if
they corrodo and undermine each other, shall not
both bo leftdesolate? Let not my soul go into the
counsel of thoge who say that the peace and liberty
of the Church will prove noxious to the Empire, or
that the prosperity and exaltation of the Empire
will be injurious to tho Church. For God, the

Founder of both, did not-unite them for their mut-
ual destruction, but for their mutual advancement.”

How mean nud vile does modern politics appear
when compered with the magnificent conceptions
of the statesman Abbot of Clairvaux!

“If youare aware of this,” continucs Bernard,
how long will you feign indifference to the common
injury? Js not Rome the capital of the Empire,
as well as the Apostelic See. To say nothing, then,
of tho Church, is it honorable for the monarck to
hold in his hands the trunk of an Empire? For
my part I know not what course your wise men
and. your princes may counsel you to pursue, but I,
in my. folly, shall tell you boldly wkat I think.
The Church of God, has from her birth, been often
oppregsed - .and as often iiberated. Hear what is
said of her in the Psalm, for it is'she that says it,
« QOften have they fought against me from my youth; but
they could.not prevail over me. Thewicked have wrouyht

. *,% Verum, Initia malorum sunt ; hmo, -graviora
timemua,” ' Qur beloved Pontiff, Pius, has frequently
employed theso:words of 8t, Bernard, in the couree
of tho last fow.years. - Deus omen avertat.’
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This powerful appesl to the faith and reason of
the Emperor had the desired effect of arousing him
‘Many other reasons urged Conrad to crgss tie Alps
The citles'of ‘Italy lay in the greatest possible“dis-
order. - The eame walls, the same roof,-says Dante,:
_enclosed two, three or more factions in arms against
cach other, while the authority of the Emperor was-
rapldly growing less. Worse yet, the Normans had
established themselves in Naples, and their leader
had received from the Fope the crown'of- royalty.
This last circumstance may explain why for ten
years the Emperor had reparded the Romsan revolu-
tion, if not with a pleased, at least with an indiffe-
rent eye. It is hard to say how he would have
arranged matters ; for just as he was preparing to
cross the monntains he was surprised by death on
the 15th of February, 1152, History bas thrown
out a dark suspicion that King Roger bribed certain
Salernian physicians to poison him. If the report
be true, the policy of the Norman was shortsighted;
because the death of Conrad cleared the throne for
the terrible Barbarossa. .

& Frederic Barbarossn, of Subia, of the house of
Hohenstaufen, exec:ated by the Italiaus, but by the
Germars counted among the most eminent sove-
reigns, was certainly one of the most robust charac-
ters of the Middle Ages. Quick-witted, Dlessed
with a prodigious memory, of winning address and
beautiful forw; sound of body and mind, simple in
his habit s & paragon of chastity, he pstronized the
poets, afid wrote verses himself. He knew Latin,
and had studied history. Prudent in
his counsels, the bravest of the brave on the field
of battle,he dimmed the splendor of these good
qualities by his ambition and avarice,” (Cantu.)

Frederic had an exalted idea of imperial dignity
and was therefore the last man to join hands with
tevolutionists, He fook a decided stand against
the Arnoldists, sent a noble embassy to Eugene, re-

= -

quench the revolution at the carliest possible date,
The rebels made themselves more ridiculous than
ever by protesting against Frederic's assuming the
title of King of the Romans without the knowledge
aud consent of the * Senate,’” nnd, in their despair,
called upon Arnold to draw them up another con-
stitution more democratic than the preceding.
Arnold, ever gaudens popularibus auris,presented them
with & new draft, according to which the govern-
ment should consist of one hundred Senators, two
Consuls and an Emperor, chosen by the people, and
sworn to rule as they commanded.

Thus three times in ten years the deluded people
had changed their form of government, and were
further from order aund libarty at the end than at
the beginning. The Senate met, could not agree
and dissolved: A counter ravolotion took placs.
Arnold fled into Tuscany. Eugene (who was wan-
dering along the Liri) was recalled, ro-entered
Rome towards the close of 1152, and by his affabili.
ty gained the affection of his peaple.

The checkered lifeof the venerable Pontiff was
drawing to aclose. He merited well the few months
of calm which were allotted him after the violent
storm in which he hnd been tossed, butin which
his confidence in God had never failed. It were
time to bid him adieu, but we can not do so until
we have apoken of the famous letters *On Consider-
ation” which St. Bernard wrote to him at his request
We shall say a few words concerning them in the
next number,

What became of Arnold? He roved through
Tuscany, where he had many adhergnts ,until the
death of Engene, Then he managed to excite an-
other tumult in Rome, in the course of which a
Cardinal was killed. Pope Adrian 1V, placed the
city under interdict and retired. 'The Romaus,
Ieft without Mass or the Sacraments, were terrified,
and swore upon the Gospels that they wonld
% banish from Rome and its vicinity the heretic
Aroold and his sectaries.” Arnold retired again
into Tuscany, where he was captured by Frederic
who was moving towards Rome. This time it was
not the meek Eugene that he had to deal with.
Frederic brought him to LRome, had him exccuted
and publicly burnt on the Plazza del Popolo, and
his ashes thrown into the Tiber. Thisis the ac-
count of Godfrey of Viterbo:

Arnaldus capitur, quem Brixia sepsit alumnum
Dogmata cojus erant quasi pervertentia mundum,
Btrangulat huno laqueus, ignis et unda vehunt

—Catholic Standard.

THE SCRIPTURES AND THE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH.

The reformera of the XVIth century, differ-
ed from the Douvatists of the Vth, and from the
former cunemies of the Catholic Church, had charged
ber with opposing the Scriptures, and bave preju-
diced their ignorant ones againstus, so much
that many actually believe we hold the Scripture
in dctestation ; it being the light which makes visi-
ble ourerror, and open revolt against the will of
God, expressed in the Bible, '

In former ages there was no such facility to dis.
seminate the Scriptures or any other book, &s the
art of printing was not invented. The meaning of
the Scriptares was known to the people not so much
by reading (for there was not books enough for all,
and the majority could not read,) as by preaching,
5o that we may say that the Christians were taught
and guided by tradition, which preserved the true
meaning of the Scriptares, although these were
perused by the majority.

True copies were carefully kept in order to detect
any alteration ; for sectaries always try to corrupt
the Scriptures, as we learn from the primitive
fathers. Consequently, it never occurred to the
enemies of the Church, or at least they never
thought it expedient, to charge her with the crime
of corrupting the Scriptures, because the people
then would have decrded according to tradition
and suspicions copies would be compared with tha
genuinc one kept by the Church, and they would
have expected to learn from her the correctness or
incorrectness of the new copies. Aftor the inven-
tion of printing it was edSy to disseminate mutilat-
ed Bibles ; and the people, flattered by the new re-
ligionists, with the iden of judging for themaelves
after reading the Scriptures which the innovators
protested to be according to the most correet and
ancient copies, admittrd gracually and easily the
corrupted texts, which led them to embrace errone-
ous doctrines, . ‘

The innovators calculated upon thie almost im-
possibility of the original text being consalted ; and
haviog already gained the good will of the people
whose prejudices they had flattered, they bagan to
altack the Church, by charging her, with teaching
dostrines against the Scriptures ; and they apply to
the people to judge for, themenlves, .by comparing
our tencts with" the incorrect Blbles which were
spread as‘genuine. - Our enemies knew veory well
that many would find oat thelr cerruptions of the

telitAnipph tHednkerit-| th
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‘and consequently; would Hot be listened talt- |
. The reformers would uot;suffer that the Scrip-
fures should.be Interpretéd-aceording to the Catho-

‘stantly prenched'and wrote innumerableworks of;
-every description,»r Thijs thEy supplied.the com-

: h6'reformers . -was, that our, was
accompaniedTby'a . written commentary, and the
Protestant by an'oral one. Protestants began then
to establish their tradition and to have it for their
guide, because the explanation of the text was re-
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lic Church, and the anthority of Protestant theolo-
gians began'to be covsidered as-an-argnment in

Protestant doctrine. It is commonly belioved that
tradition bas no influence whatever in the Protest-
ant Interpretation of the Scriptures; bat this is
ouly true in regard to an  Individual, but
not io regard to -any Protestant  sect.
A Protestant may interpret ‘the Seriptures
according to the dictates of his own im-
tellect; but should his interpretation be contrary to
the doctrine of the sect he belongs to, he ceases by
the very fact, to be amember of it, unless we choose
to call a member of & Church an individual who
opposes its doctrine, Therefore a particular sect as
guch must retain the same interpretation of the
Scriptures, and ifit does not, it ceases to be the
samesect. And such is always the case ; for there
is not a single Protestant sect, that has not altered
its doctrine, and consequently its nature, becoming,
by so doing another sect altogether. However, as
long as any sect remaina the same, it must retain
the same interpretation of the Scriptures, and this
cannot be ascertained but by comparingits doctrine
at diffcrent periods, which nothing but tradition,
which consequently becomes a rule or a touch-
stone of the sect.

What is then the conduct of non-Catholic com-
munions, in regard to such of their members who
interpret the Seriptures in a sense contrary to their
tenets? They do not conslder any longer such in-
novators as members of the sect they oppose. So
does the Catholic Church. They try by every means
to suppress the Catholic Bibles, which they say are
corrupted. So does the Catholic Church, and for
the very reason, in regard to Protestant translations
of the Bible; and the same care is taken in regard
to Protestaut interpretations,

There are two parties claiming the Bible as their
own property, and contending for its purity, and
consequently blaming each other for having altered
it. Who shall decide? We most willingly submit
the question to any judge whatever—let it be de-
cided by the authority of the very Scriptures them-
selves by history, and by the dictates of common
sense and good reasoning, and we are sure that the
decision will be in our favor, and the Catholic edi-
tion of the Bible will be pronounced as the correct
one. )

If we sppeal to the Scriptures, from them we
will come-to the conviction of the protection grant-
ed to the Church by the Holy Spirit or the infalli-
bility of the same, which cannot be consistent with
the errors of the Scripture. But as this word, in-
fallibility of the Church, alarms our separated
brethren, wo take them on their own ground, and
speek only of the infallibility of the Scriptures,
which certainly will avail very little, if they could
have been altered in & materjal manner, and thus
received and believed by the whole Christian
world for 80 many centuries. It would avail very
little, becanse an infallible guide, unless it is infall
ibly known and followed, can never be the sonrce’
of peace of mind, and can give solidity to no charch
whatever. Consequently, it is evident that the will
of God could not be that such material alterations
should take place in the Scriptures, without being
found out in so many centuries, and therefore, it is
also evident that the Scriptures were not altered.
But the Catholic Church was the only possessor of
the Scripture for sixteen hundred years before the
¢ Reformation,” and consequently she possessed an
uncorrupted Bible,

History tells us that the Catholic Church never
before was accused, ever by almost inveterate ene-
mies, of corrupting the Bible. Now, the enemies
of the Church have also copies of the Scriptures;
they compare them, and carefully try to find out
any attempt made against them by Catholics, and
therefore thelr silence is an evident proof that no
corraption ever tock place In the Scriptures before
the Reformation.

Consulting reason, every sansible man will per-
ceive the imposeibility of altering the Scriptures,
without contradiction and even without exciting
attention. This is the powerful argument used
against infidels in favor of Christianity wherever
they pretend to attack the anthenticity of the Holy
Scriptores, and our Protestant friends do not per-
ceive that by endeavoring to make the world be-
lieve that they think the Catholics corrupted the
Scriptures, they bave made an attack against
Christianity, very easily resisted and nollified by
the above reasoning, aid which we do not extend
anylfarther, beeauss it is a common topic by all
Christian controvertists agrinst infidelity. They
must, therefore, confess that the Catholic Church
never corrupted the Scriptures.

At the very comimencement of the Reformation
the leaders of the sects thumselves openly accused
each other—und proved it too—that they wilfully
corrupted the Bible. Theaccusation was not mut-
ually dealed, but they only exchanged compliments
of abuse. Luther,at the head of the innovators,
when accused of having added many words to the
Scriptures, which altered their meaning, and espe-
cially the text of St. Paul to the Romans, where
the apostle says that we are saved by faith, he add-
ed “Alone.” What did he answer ? That he did
50, and it should be so.

The conclusion is'thus baving an incorrect Bible,
therefore the Bible socleties are not the proper
organs through which the people should receive
the Holy Scriptures with sure confidence, So im-
pgrfect is the English Protestant translation of the
Bible, that a committee of learned Protestants is now
engaged in London in the revision of the authorized
Bible. Any judge on this case would thus reason :
Catholirs had never been accused of altering the
Bible till the Reformation,” and the new accusers
did not prove their charge ; on the contrary, Catho-
lics prove the imposeibility - of such charge - being
wull grounded. The Catholic Church, as above
mentioned, established some rules to be observed
in allowing the people to read the Scriptures. But
to conclude from this that her intention was to
withdraw the Scriptures from the people, or to pre-
vont ber errors from being detected ; it is againat
allthe _rules of good reason, and a mere malicious
supposition. And we will prove it by the followinvg
reflections. ) o
. At present, when the translations of the Seri ptures
in vulgar tongues, are revised by the Church, ‘and
sufficiently spread, and moreover the faithful -iure
warned against the imperfections of the.Protestant
Bibles, and the Catholio Bibles are sold to :evéry-
body indiscriminately, with notes explanafory. of
the text. Protestants object to this practice of giv-
ing the Bible with comments; but why ? : Is it not
fair to explain our meaning or the text, so’that the
‘reader will undefatand the dootrine  of thé Church
ond then embracé or reject it as
be a Oatholic ormot? Is it not fair to answer the

1;:

he 'may ‘chioose to |

IS R L - o
ianity.by,tho apparant contradiction of some texts
‘which. Qg;nqgs; is perceived by an ignorant map,
.who,-being unable to'explain it, becomes-an infide]’
.‘l‘lﬁngu;r,_._., ave not;our dissenting friends, themselves
B:bilegyﬂh{qoqﬁqqﬁs.’;ﬂqlf-:such Bibles att'intendeg
Jfor th@ peopld at large;then‘they spread the . Biple
Pillizcomments, and they hive: nothiiig to g,
alnst'us, but that they do not like our comlﬁentsy-
d if guch Bibles.sre,only Inténded for.certaiy
iclasges;;there iy s, distinction inade by ‘Protestants
whichthey cannot kedonétle with their own ' prin.
.0iples.:“Do not ohr jdigienting, friehds lmake grgp
‘Hotea’or comments ? \For, ¢ither is against the Bup.

o

posed, clearnessof the Biblig

2d, cle in all its parts, or sgai
the pnnq!ple.:.th!tthe,ﬁi_}!_gi,sk%ﬂg De. given 'gw‘iltlls:
man should be left tojude
for himself.. = oo v ¢lefttojudgs
.1,One obgervation wa consider

out comment;:and ever
‘_ L 1 of great importa
on this subject in-order to justify the Churcr:lh ; tgﬁ:
is, that exery text brought Ly Protestants againat
usg, has been found exaotly correct ia our Bible ex-
cept in thosc cases where they thcmselves co:;fexa
to have altered the Bible, a8 Luther did when be
added the word.'¢ alone” to the.text of St. Paul tg
the Romans. Had, thereforo the Church Any malj.
clous intention on this subject, she wonld cerfainly
ha_ve altered those texts—on the contrary, the
principaljerrors in the Protestant Bibles are foupd
in those texts that Catholics' bring against them .
and thisis an evident sign that they are ths persons
who wish to conceal their errors. Even in thig
concealment they have not been very fortunate -
for, the Protestant translations of the Bible disagree
on those very texts, thus showing that some entereq
Into the conspiracy of alterations, and some did pot
We therefore conclude that authority, as well agreq.
son indicates the correctness of the Catholic edi.
tion of the Bible.—~Southern C'ross.

IRISEMEN ABROAD,

(Ffom & lecture— Lessons from Europe"—by sir
C. G. Dufly in Melbourne.)

Apropos des bottes, I cannot refrain from telling
you a railway adventure which befel me on my
homeward journey. I took a through ticket from
Venice to Paris, which ¢nables you to stop repeat-
edly in Italy, but owing to some ill fecling between
the French and Italian railway authorities, I be.
lieve, there is no permission to break .the journey
between the f'rench frontier and Paris, When I
arrived at Macon I was wearied to death, and while
the train stopped for dinner I went to the chef do
gare and begged him to allow me to rest & night, ag
1 was an invalid travelling for herlth, The officig]
who was glittering in gold lace and personal impor:
tance, did not seem disposed to assent, when a door
opened and anoiher-official, who overheard us, ex-
claimed, ¢ Arrah, to be sure he must let you stop;
why shouldn't you when you'rc delicate?” And
sure enough my fellow-countrymen settied the busi-
ness in my favour. I was not able, however, to
quite forgive him for discovering so promptly from
my French that I was an Irishman (laughter), On
another occasion, in Egypt, where the only Enre-
pean language you hear in hotels aud public places
is French, and where a portion of the population jg
so Frenchified that one is sometimes puzzled to di-
termine where the Orientil ends and the Fragk
beging, I was lunching at the Hotel de 'Europe in
Alexandria. I had & bottle of claret which I only
broache¥, aud, like John Gilpin's wife,

“Though on pleasure I was bent,
1 had & frogal mind,”

and at the end of the meal 1 poiated out the bottle
to a waiter, and directed him to keep it for dinner.
“ Garcon,” 1 said, looking over my shoulder,
“voiei ma bouteills; mellez la apari pour le diner.”
“Yis, your honour,” he replied, * your number, I
think, is 16 ;” and I found myself confronted by an
unmistakable compatriot. T met Irishmen indeed
or men of Irish descent everywhere and ia every
rank on the Coutinent, and their position teaches
& lesgon from Europe which it will do us no harm
to ¢ inwardly disgest.” It is a signal illustration of
the ultimate fatility of sectarian quarrels and reli-
gious persecution, that gome of the most prosperous
and honoured families in Ireland are descendantsof
French Huguenots whom Louis XIV. drove out of
France because they would not become Catholics,
and somo of the most prosperous and honoured
families in France aro descendants of Irish Catholics
whom penal laws drove out of Ireland because they
would not become Protéstaut. In the drawingroom
of the President of the French Republic, whe is the
natoral head of the exiled families, 1 met descen-
dants of Irish chiefs who took refuge en the Cnn-
tinent at the time of the plautation of Ulster by .
the first Stuart, descendants of Irish soldiers who
sailed from Limerlck with Sarsfield, or a little later
with tho ** wild geese;” of Irish soldiers who shared
the fortunoes of Charles Edward, of Irish peers and
gentlemen to whom life in Ireland without a carcer
becamo intolerable in the dark era between the fall
of Limerick and the rise of Henry Grattan, and Kins-
men of soldiers of a Iater date, who began lifs as
United Irishmen, and ended as staff officess of Na-
poleon. Who can mensure what was lost to Ireland
and to the empiro by driving these men and their
descendants ivto the armies and diplomacy of
France? All of them excopt the men of '98 have
become so French that they scarcely spenk any
other language. Thero is a St Patrick's Day dinner
in Paris every 17th of March, where the company
consists chiefly of military and civil officers of Irish
descent, who dnly drown their shamrock, and com-
memorate the national apostle, but where the lan-
guage of the speeches i3 French, because no other
would De genernlly understood. J reproached a
gallant young soldier of this class, whom I met in
Paris, with baving relinquished the link of a com-
mon language with the native goil of his race,
 Monsieur,” he replied proudly, * when my ances-
tors left Ireland they would have scorned to accept
the language any ‘more than the lawssof Eng-
land ; they spoke the native Gaelic.” ¢ Which,
doubtless,” I rejoined, “you. have . carefully kept
up: Go dha mor thatha?" But I am-sorry to say
he knew as little Gaelic as Faglish. During my
last visit to Brussels I saw in the atelier of an emi-
nent painter, the wife of a still more eminent sculp-
tor; a porumit occuping the place of honour, which
exhibited the unmistekable features of an Irish
farmer ;. and the lady pointed it out with pride a8
her, father, who.had been a United Irishman,and
had to fly from -Ireland in /88, when his cause lay
in the dust, Qaae more story of an Irigh exile, an
I pass to other thomes, - At the new hote] in Cairo,
‘the finest edifice. in Egypt, as the company were
waiting in the great central hall for the dinner bell,
a gentleman in the uniform of a staff officer in the
army of the Khedive came up to me,and in & coutt-
eous speech introduced himself a3 formerly a gen-
eral in the American army, and desired {o make
my acquaintance, Aftera little friendly talk,be
asked me, # When did you leave the States 7" “ The
States ! I said, “why, I have-never been in Am-
erioa in my lite?.  ® Never'in América!! he rejoin-
ed ; * your friend the vice.consul ; pointed you out
as-a notable countryman:whose acquaintance I was
bound to. make” % Well,” I replied, ¢ batlng the
yice-consul's flattaring description,thore is no mis-
‘take after'all ; for{f my cars do not deceive me you
got tlat pleasant mellifiuous accent. of yours not in
Massachusetts, but ;in/ Munster.” -4 So.I did," be
roplied laughing ; I was born in Cork, but I have
lived so.long.in:America that I'sometimes forget I
have any ‘other country e
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srguments that infidelity can bring sgainst Christ-




