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spirit the image of witat lie ilad seen was distinct in his.msind. Of
course, ve can casily understand, it wvas ant itter inpossibility for
thsese mna to interpret the dreamn ; and if any' onaeof.them, perchan ce,
had a glimps of tie meaning of the dream, no tongu ias bold
enoughs to utter what it inilit offond tihe King to har; tior did any
Chaldean dars to give a filse lsterpretation. Ail dropng an I
abasied, they werc forced te confess that the mystery 0(uld nt h
solicd by thein. Daniel wvas called into hispresence, ad Mien tol
tise drcam by the Ring, lie seems at noce to have understood its im-
port; and lie vas mnuch distressed, and his thonglhLs tronbled hlim,
and for a whole hour he reinained in silence. Thera was an inward
struggle in his breast. In that splendid trae he saw a picture of
Nebuecdnezar in all his pride of dominion; in the stuinp, left
with iLs roots 111 the earth, bound with iron and brass, he saw an
emblem of the sanie King. mad, iniserable and degritded, driven to
herd with the beasts. It was adream of awfnl mneaning, and we Can
therefore little narvel if Daniel slirank it first from revealing to the

King the terrible calaity which wits te befail im. lDaniel had a
plain thougli.painful duty tu perfori. If self.-eiaitl, wisdom and
faith dwell in the iearts ad illumine the ininds of the children of
light, trt i must breathe in theair wourds. No far of matn mcust maie
the servant of Ged stoop even te an evasion ; and se witi Daniel.
Nebuchadnezzar, havinig read perplexity and distress in his face,
sai te hins as if to encourage him, ILet not the dream inor tlhe
interpretation. trouble thee. Daniel thon spoke out boldly, and

said, My Lord, tie dremi b to thenm that huate thee, and the ister-
pretation to thine nenties," and then with nmingled courage and

delicacy of feeling, the prophet delivered his terrible message. The
heathen King hlad been Daniel's friend and patron : he had shown
him great kindness ; and it is not mnatural, thereforc, t imagine
ivhat tenderness and pity, what paitnful enotions must have marked
Daniei's conctenance as lie unfolded the drecin to tie King. It ia
important era te mark the pious faithfuhieš of Danidih::heated
thepartof l true fîiend to tia king nof l>cbln. fLsýinsggiveli himsî

lhie i treiîtVei¡ïf thédrenm h i ssedii ii i vords of earnest

consei anîd faithlfûl wa'rning-: "'O.King, let my counsel be accept-
able to tice, asld break off* thy sins 'by riglhtonsiess, and thine
iniquities by showing mercy, te the poor : if it msay bea lengtlheninîg
of thy tranquility?' Only think of a Jewishi exile speaking thus te
thi nligitiest ionarci of the w orli ! but ie did it for tie good and
safety of tie Ring. .We are not told iether the King believed lie
awful warning; wiether pride, anger, wonder, alarm, vrestled in his


