TTiRpbriant matter which personally ¢oneerns

[ e

THE BEAUTIFUL PRISONER,
AN HISTORICAL ROMANUE,
CHATTER VI,

THE TALISMAN,

AT noon the following day the proccedings in the large
ante-romm. of - the commissioner of the convention, were
quite of a different nature from those of the previous duys,
‘There came, of course, us usnal. since the beneticial influcnce
of Thérése Cabarrus had been known, large numbers of peti-
tioners, imploring her sympathy and generosity on behalf of
theivimprisoned friends,—but they did not now wait, anjua-
ted by hope, as they had done on former vecasions, till the
Spaniand appearsd, listening to every reguest amld reporting it
afterwards to Tallien.  The Suns-culoties on dnty hal received
orders to send away all these petitioners, and to (el them
that the commissioner had strictly prohibited their admis-
sion to the ante-rvom, — that citizen  Cabareus was  not
receiving any  more,—and  that only  written  petitions,
addressed  to the commissioner of the Convention, weee
reecived,  These orders caused  much uneasiness and sor-
row.in_the ante-room, and the Senps-culottes impreeated all
questions and requests which were pouring in upon them, No
one liked to be refused, and to believe what he was tolde—beo
fore relinguishing the lnst hope, evervone songht to mnke
another effort. But there was no deception prepaved for them ;
the bitter truth shonld at Tast become obvious, 1t was to no
purpose that they uttered their grievances tothe Sans-enloties;
to ne purpose, that they endared their good-

natured or rude t=, as if xuch a teial should

He ealled Lueie, who ahnest sereamned with joy, when she
sew thnt her talisman had geined her admittanee, while all
others had been vefused, - She crossed hastily the apactment
between the ante-voom and the bondoir of the Spaninmd, cleverly
evading all Nicol's yuestions about the eross. A5 sovn ns
she beheld (he beautitul Spaninvd, she felt that she could
trnst her with hey full eontidenee,  She stood thmidly at the
door, until ‘Thietse in a fricndly manner invited lier to come
near.

@ How came you hy this cross, Lucie Clhadet—that s your
neme, is it not 7

Y eso vitizen, e is Ll Chandey”
with that winning holdness whivhis mdaeal (o frnk disposi-
tions, if they have full contidence. < And this eross o stinnger
_'.'n\'.,-'it ftom”

L0 stenzer?” asked Phicese, Tad0 frightened, hadr ineres
dutous, nml again looking at i, to make sure that it was
hers,

< He guve it toae, vitizen, that yoi should heliove me, @601
warn veg,”

S Warn ne- 7 oof whene 7 of what 2

SO0 a0 gualiious wan, & Jacobio, eadled Githert Candourel,
who now has becomye president of the vevolubionney come-
wmittee, and who is dreended on aceount of his power mnld vine-
dictiveness by all who Know him.”

Thirése had listenced to these words with wore pheasuare
than atarm. Chanee placed a new proof i her hands, that

Cavdonrel was such o dangerous charmeter,

el x'lt'.

woull now no longer hesitate in dealing the decisive blow,
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yet greater sorrow, bheenuge hoe is so malicions.  Tis his eaprice
that 1 xhall marey  his friend Thmnme—on  these conditions
e witl even let oft his consin,  But 1 do not Hke the elerk,
beenuse T love Heney Towrguet, as sare as you  » ¢ o

Alnrmed at the familine words she had altered in haste,
she Dheseechingly mised ber binek vyes, full of tewrs, tao
the Spanianl, Thérese smiled, and Liee manner appensed
Loueive, :

et faw veason thet you have come??
Pt boshall release fram prison your hetrothed ?
not interfore any more, my chilid”

<O evied Lacte in despaie, implovingly folding her hanels
before the boautitnl Spanined who musiogly gazed ac hee
S ado mol refuse yeur helpy cifizen—1 "have connted demty
upon yent ns the stranger assiivod me that you wonld g
my request, and you know the eross with which he
entristed me”

4 Yo shadl uot bedisappointesd,” veplied sl after s while,
thinking of Benoit and the eross, o But fiest tell e
cerely Ddo you know the man who gave you the cposs 77

“ No, eitizen—1 have scareely seen him,”

“ What is he like 2

o Lihe ndischarged soldicr. He s stifl young, and one ann
secms to be maimal, Bot hin eves louk <o fmithtul and kind,
his fuce serious awl melaneboly,  He must be in froyble”

# But what has induced him to send yonto e 27

S You see, citizen, he was yesterday morning with ns nd
dendti s Teni of wilee, There he oveiboesrd how Caedongeed
stundered vou,  Afterwards when we thought we were adone,
nud 1 osaid to my parents that T would go 1o

yvou, to heg for Henry Tanrgnet, Tie suddenty

ashed shee,
Al Lidnre

has

sin-

»

cntitle them to more considerntion. And when,
tnally, they saw all their hopes crushed, their

tears Howed with greater vehemence than
ever. As Benoit had  advised, Lucie like-

wise repaired to the Ombricre, ta beg of Thérese
Cabarrus the release of her bhetrothed, who was
nnt only imprisaned but threatened with a
criminal process. The taliswan she had re-
ceived gave her great contidence that she
would suceeed; though she did not know the
particulars about this silver cross, she had
trusted the anknown man who had given it to

her. The many persons she wet, himenting
and weeping  hefore the building, in the
cortidors, amd on  the staivs. zave her a

fore-buding that the present day was net a
icky one. Many complained to her of the
disappointments they had  experienced, and
assured her that her ermnd, like theirs, wonld
be fruitless,—that she might as well turn back
without mounting the stairs, and at
abandon hope.

Lucie hesitated, her hears throbling with
anxicty; what if the tiding~, which were
every moment repeated to her, were tene ! She
believed she bad reason formore hope than the
rest, becanse she carried with her the myste-
rious cross, to which the steanger had imputed
such great influence,  She wished to ascertaiu
for herself whether with thiz talisman, she
could he rofused, '

The Nuwsculotter who hiaul become long sinee
impatient at the numberless vepetitions of -
clarations, explanations and ASSUTANCCS, T
veived her, ag sgon as she had cutered, in the
most discouraging manuer.

#8pare yourself the trouble,” cried one of
them to ber; ¢ there are no more audienees:
youmust write down your requoest i
anything from citizen Talliven =

Lucie did not yuet despair.

“Citlzen,” answered she quistly, <can | not
spreatk to citizen Cabarras 77

~ Nu, Httle one ; no onie can twe adoitteid. Tt
will not doany longer, that a fow tears can ri-
hratse a suspectad.”

“But. I have ta speak to the citizen on an

O3yt

owrant

Leer,™

& We know that—nothing but tricks,
—voi cannot be admitted.
have to communicate to her.”

AR vaslaimed one of the
appruaching Lucie, s troly, this is tather Clan-
det’s daughter, from the < Red Cap? ™

“Itis B answered Lucie, nota litthe pleas o
at buing able to count, through this acrpin-
tance, on greater consideration.  © Ah, citizen
Nicol, vou could do me a great favour

“Two for oue, my child,” ri-plied the persen
addressed,  # But it ix quite impossible here.
To-dny we have riceived strict orders to refuse
every petitioner.  What is your desire?  Of
eourse, yon are begging for some one—you s,
that cannot be done.”

“ Not 8o, eitizen Nicol)® suid Lucie, with presence of imind,
not losing sight of her abject.  « F wish to deliver tis silver
cross to eitizen Cabarrus,  Can this be prolithited? Or, is the
citizen again a prisoner 77

S Hush " Nicol enntioned her by the vxpression of his fuce;
wtnking the cross in his hand and examining it, he revnarked
41 will deliver it to her, Lucie: rely npon it 1”

= Well, eitizen Nicol, Lot it must be dons immediately, anid
st give ib to ber alone—yon understand 7 1L bax boen
i bo o meg and 1 snst roceivs an gnswer”

That can be done” replied Nicol, meditating if be was
acting rightly.  He found nothing to camse him to seruple, and
went to the room which Thérise Cabarrus vsoally occupied,

Shee was alone,” When the Sups-rulotte presented her the

ck thint & young girl, Lacic Clandet,
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siiver cruss with the remack
bind brought it and was waiting for an answer, the checks of
the Spaniard beeame crimsgon.  She was rominded of the long-
forgotten Benoit. But why did e send her the cross?  Wiiat

died i mcan, what did the bearer intend, who, na doubt, stood |

with hiws in close relationship 7 As Nicol conld not give her
“uny satigfuctory answer to her questions, she commnnded him
to admit Lmcie.

s It is the old thing” mattered the Suns-culotts 10 himself,
returniug to the unte-raon, ¢ Another will be acquitied
—F&hould huve gent her anay. 1 wanld like (o know what
the cross menns,” '
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stepped forwand frinn his retived seet, gave e
the cross und said 0 Pake it to citizen Calmrrns,
warn her of Cavdeurel and bog her 1o
your botrothod sl will not vefusy ¥
the cross you st retarn to me,”

Therese nodded severnd times, as thoeuph the
vonnmnnication satisticd ber, and then retmined
the jowel,

“Lcie unsderstand, never speak of this croes
teenny one, particnlarly te the citizen conmigi-.
sivner to whane 1 will now report yonr respeest,
nteh who may perhaps hear foom your lips how
Curdotgeel has theentened  me, This the
gentitude 1 oxpect from yon.”

Aler these words she steppicd to the goeat
oo, leaving Lucie, who looked at the crose
ahuost waggishiy, clatial by the highest hopes,

Thevise had vnly exchanged o few wornds
with Tallien tn the morning—his busitess Lt
vallod him te his oftice. She did not yet kuow
to what dectsion the cammisgioner had coun
in connection with the conversation held the
previons day, the opportunity had now ardved
to veturn te the all-important and threatening
subjec . CPndlion was silting gleomily at his
sk Cvven the entennee of Thieése g i
alter the expression of his foucv, e rather
fankod as though Le did not wish o be dis-
turbed, ‘

<My friend ! she accosted him ina caressing
tope, < Year arve husy—oexcuse me if T'eome to
teomble von withon request ! A young wird o
procared an interview with me, to warn e ot
the mn whom yosterday [ pointed out to you as
s dangerons charieter, Uhe affaic iteelf ix net
~oc distressiig B e, Wt it rominds us are s
of the dmeser, and ndmonishes us to he pre-
pared forit. Lambert—can you be angry with
me i 1 anm anxious for you,”

SAppease vourself, Thérése” aunwernil b
sepitonsly s o 1 have taken my resplntion.” The
decid=dd tone fn which Tallien had spoken these
words tanght Thirixe that the commissionss
had aecurately calculnted how to aet. She
anbraced him jovfully, excluiming :

< Paulbien, yon will haed lightning wmong ta
spues,

1 exnect taptonrel, my inspector,” sand he
snreastboadly, S 1 am o sorry 1 have no Jist o
prrsois o be relensed to sulanit (o his grveione
wppta batien,”

AL T eness, von Wil wive Biim no chates
Saineting in hix pew charge 27 .

Fall of doubht, she sought 1o read Tadiien <
thoughits, his next words however relieved her,

« b will show this citizen Cardoneel that |
de ot need him

oAb oy friend, B 1 secing you fenrless
meain of this men, onve wmore implowe yow
merey for a prizoner, will von refuse me 77
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#UThérese,” suisd he repronchfolly, but kindly,

Thtcire Laliterus ux poridianar,

“Githert Cadourel,” gantterad she o herself, s njoying al-
ready the sutisfuction of seciug hite eainad, Then taroing in
fmecie nsked ;

S Yan warn e of this s, whem b oalready know as iy
ity ? What roasens B you for doing so, whnd bindrers von
to f-ar for me?”

LNy eitizen, he Tates Yon—I cam: to this concinsion fqam
baving heant Lim severnl thnes speak against yous he has
aworn it lond eneugh in oy fathers Lar-roem, that he wiil
et rest bofore vou hinve felt Tis revenge, Buat T wouhil paot
bave vontured (o come hither, and necuse such s dangerons
man, if,0f o+« 4 "

She hesitated,

$Wel 2 snid Thirese enconragingly,
Lave nothing to fuar here”

s If be had not brought on e 5o moeh gri 5 condinaed
Lucie, stightly blushing, & 1le denonneed wy betrothod, Lye-

F e nob afraid, you

canse he boxed fiis ears in ofic biv-room for bis fmpndencee,
fand any betrothed was vestendny morning arcested ; o will
seartainly, beeanse citieen Cardourel wishes it, b tricd aunl
Pexecuted, if v do not sympatLize with wme and heg the
Veltizen commissioner (o rebense him. e is quite inpoeont
P frnly n good patriot.  For the Inst year he hud nosnosnge-
Ckhop, aml when he wie not Lasy tiere, cnme toous at @ P
DRed Capt Bt his cousin, Cardourel—he ix his Il cousint
" will have revenge for the bhox on the vary and will eansé pi

s did not expect that you wonbd tempt e
tn-(h\_\‘."

“ Ldid not intend to do go, my dear 5
th girl of whom | spoke expects from e, s
retuirn for her compnunications, the release of har lover, Heury
Tourguet, who was yesterdny areested, for having boxed Car-
donrel's cars,  1e is his full cousinae—thenes you may infer the
maliciaug vindictiveness of this true patriot,”

Tallien smiled 3 this epizode excited his humour.

“ He has boxed Cardotire's vare 77 asked he, 4 A, the dear
conrin deserves to be rewnrded, 1 could be induced to acipit
him for this reason alone—friend Cardoureel wonld sliow hin-
self not  fittle enmged at i Really, Theérése, this prospect
puts me in good humour,” added he lnughingly, rnnsncking
his paper ;@ 1 coulid not play the putron better than by pie-
kenting to him hin cousing a5 the enly one whom 1 {o-day
congider wortliv of grace”

4 Exeellent, excellent!” exelnimed she, clapping her h:md_.-'.

It is eorrect)” resnmed Tallien, reading over n passage in
his papery; « Henry Tourguet was yesterday delivered wup @0
prison, nceused by the revolnlionary commitiee of having
shiown grenl digrespect against the patriots.  That must be
the box on the cear,” remarked he jestingly. ¢ Well, this erime
may he pardoned him. You have had n happy ehoice, Thérese
send the girl to me, that she may give sne the particruars of
the oeenrrence.”

Thérise, delighted with the success of her intercession, but,
ab Lhe sning time, jn strange aneasiness abond the termination
of the Cavdonrel gome, produced by the singular manner o
which "Iullien wsed (his cpisode, she hustened (o Lucie and




