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-for fthc next dance, and to Whicb, receivifig a repty ii
the négative, he added, «gmay 1 have the felicity V'
ani a mont bewitching smile informed him hé wouli
have the felicity.

Rapidly do the heurs. fiy wben ive arc compara
ti#eIy happy ; too rapidly cven though it be made ul
of such trivial pleasures as a bail room. affords, t(
shlow uS time to formn more than an imperfect idet
in what such happiness consistg. Nor is the bal
room, exempt from, its share of worldly troubles:

'hère, too oflén, envy, detraction, and evéry other il
feeling arising froin mortified vanity, or rebuffed seli
sufficiency, is generated and displayed with bittet
anlmosity, and, but patience, readers, we have done,
we hall mistakén oui. humour ; it is flot to moralise.

Having, danced witb every lady presént, a mosi
important branch of the business of a ladies' gentie-
ýman, mot even forgretting the corpulent Mi... Figgins,
who àeclared, "she neyer danced, but -really Mr.
Skeggu was such a funny man she coildnt hélp
,standing up." Mr. Skegs rose and performed a
tour round the room, balting opposite ever lady, snd
in the'most urgent manner requesting ber to oblige
~i compsny with a song, and thé more such lady
assured Octsrius she neyer sang, the more that
gentleman endeavoured to persuade ber, she did
sing, and wbich i. according to thé style of the
Miost tashionable society; but unable to prevail on
the ladies, hé quietly seated bimself in the full ex-
,pectationî of what ènsued, namely "Do Mr. Skeggs
ôblite us with a son&," said Mrs. Figgoins; " loh,
reahly Mrs. Figgins you know if 1 could sin- how
llaypy 1 sbould be, but,-" 6"Oh now Mr.. Skeggs,"ý
iterrupted Miss Arabella, "do sing"-" do sing-

Mr. Skeggs," etelaimed a dozen voices (rom as
mauiy sweet. ladies ail round him. "eDo mfy ladies,"
replièd the yieldlng Mr. Skeggs I cant retint, if 1
nevér sang befoe, 1 couldnt help singing now,>' snd
having- delivered himself of this speech, Mr.. Skeggs
rose, took a téw stridés te thé top of thé room, and
miter three or four prelimiuary coughs, and as many
apologies, commncMed a single sang, bearing- refe-
reance te a countryman called Giles, courting a
Young lady bearing thé narne of Sary, at wbich song
thé eOwtpaàY sppeared mucb tickled, and laughed
heartllY, untîl he came ta a part wherein lie desewibed
Giles àa cktcblng thé Young lady churning butter,*

1 drsnk some béer and then did steérý.
TÔ séek for Sary, My héart in a flutter,
Wben in the dairy, liké a fairy,
1 sééd my Sary a cburning o' butter.

sand whicb churning, Mr. Skeggs endeavoured te,
illustrate by a corrésponding meveaient of~ bis arma,
wherest thé smile died off an~d thé young ladies as-
seud iL grave air, and coughéd in tllefr handkrer-
chidgs, only te hée accounted for by thé supposition
ttiat abMS of thé ladies préséat, aceustoeéd te sucb
,6ROTSiw, COmlid0séd It ratber tee petsonai, wbieh

amust have-lowéred Mr. S. .ti(ty per cent in thé esti-
9mation of thé female portion of thé company; but

1 that Mr. Skeggrs, flot being- a man easily discon-
certed or taken aback, by nome very opportune at-

-tentions, contrivéd ta regain bis place in their es-
teemn.

" Wbat a niée young in," wbispereds& littie
L miss te a young gentleman by ber aide, théuson of a
1 flshmong&er, wbose complexion bore no unapt re-

semblancé to a fried wheting; isn't hé il"
1 "Oh, I dont see nothin partikler in him,"' re-

r plied thé fisbmonger's san-wbicb proved there
*was at ieast a différence of opinion.

"Oh déar, Mr. Skeggsà, wbat odd things you do
say,"1 exclsimed a srniing country cousin of Miss

-gins, in réfèence to sometbing very sublimé
Octavius bad béen pouring into her ; "1well 1 neyer,
did you ever, Miss Figg ins 1' and immédiately the
country cousin and Miss Arabélla were convulsed
with laugbter.

Supper being unfashionable, at least se oaid Mru.
FigginS, sandwiches weré handed round to thé coin-
pany, consisting of somé cold hamn sbsved into
waters, déposited bétweén two small starvid pieces
of hréad, wbich having duly disappeai.ed, Mr.
Skeggs cballenged thé ladies respectively in a glass
of Barclay & Co.'a entire, and seeing a fitting oppor-
tunity, and fearful hé migbt b. anticipated, he rose
slowly, witb a calm and impressive air-

"lSilence," exclaimed Mr. Figgins.
A pause énsued-Mr. Skeggs bowed to thé com-

pany, swsllowéd a littIé miore Barclay, wiped bis
niouth, cougbed and spoe as follows:

IlGenUéemen-hem-îadiés andgentlemnen, 1 bad
hoped soe one possesed ef gréater abilities and
more gdéquate te the. taïk, weuld havé prévented
the occasion of my thus addressing yaou-but sincé
it bas developed on me, -ladies and gentlemen, trust-
ing te your kind generosity, and that you wiIl par-
don my humble speech, (' hear 1 béai.!> shouted M.
F. ' Husb, my dear,' exclaiméd Mrs. Figginis,
' don't interrupt,') tbat you will pardon my humble
speech. Hem ! Having witnesséd thé ef(orts of
o>jr distinguisbéd hast and bis amiable snd scamn-
plishéd lady, (Mrs. P. Méd down ber head and triéd
to blusb,) wé should indeed hé wanting in oui. dutY
did we net endéavour--did we met attem't-did WO
net-gentlemen, I say dld wé net endéaveur te 44-
tempt, we sbould hé wantlng in oui. parts.»

IlHear ! ber 11" resounded froni thé gentlemen~-
Thé fialimenger'. son obsérvedl te bis sieighbeure
dresser ef hair, that Mr.. Skeggs appeared te be
wanting la Ais part.

4I b ave," continueid Mr. Skeggs, I"béén -pipSit
at many,"1 hère hé laid a stress on thé -word,. "t «P
many parties, but neyer do I remember one ln whiéh
se saucli was doue te dWjb* 4 thse enioyut 'O
thé compasy as 1 bave wihsessed Wa nveolng, by «r
distinguisbied bout and bis uiiable aid 90èompidwid


