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This absolute need of organization, which is the
true idea of the chuich, has given riso to the Y.
' S. 0. E. Itis not an organization outside, or
apart from the church, but is in the church,
because it is an organizativn. It is a society
of living, active, united Christians; and this
is, as wo have already shown, the correct idea
of tha church, or body of OChrist.  Let
thero bo church organization, as there should
be, and then the church would be an Endeavor
Society. Gideon had too many men, ¢, ¢., too many
of the kind; so he tried them, and shifted them
till he got a number who wero true, and united,
and ready to work together., The rest he sent
home. It may not be necossary to call those three
hundred mon, “‘Gideon’s Band," yet it is true all the
same. Weo may not geo the need of calling any num-
bor of Christians who band themselves together, and
uaitedly, and mutually work to build up the cause
of Christ, an * Endeavor Society,” but this is just
what it really is. The Church of Christ is a Chris-
tian Endeavor Society, when it 18 organized, and
if not organized, it should not be called u churdh,
Wé look at the condition of the churches, and then
look out upon the fields, already ripe for the har-
vest, and we are impr. 1ed, if not depressed, with
the magnitude of the work, and the imperative
need of organized, systematic labor. We know
that nothing but organized effort can accomplish
the work. Three hundred men, all workers, and
united, were enorgh for Gideon to accomplish his
mission, but thirty thousand men were too many
when not workers. The dead branch, or inactive
member, i8 & positive injury and block to the
wheel of success, and should not be counted in
¢ Gideon’s Band.” This is the principle of the
‘* Busy workers,” or ‘‘ Happy toilers,” ecte., that
none shall be in the number who are not workers
together with them. 1Is this not the idea of tho
church? And can there be success until this
organized effort is established 7 H. M.

THE CREED FOR WHICH CHRIST
DEED.

Text: ** Tho Jews answered lnm, we have a law, and by
ourjlaw He ought to dle because He mado hitnself the Son of
God."* John xix.7,

Many have died in martyrdom for Christ; Christ
died in wartyrdom for himself. He spoke the truth;
He 8aid, I am 1l Son of God. They said, you are
a blasphemer, and you shall die. Jesus was true
to His divioe mission, but that was displeasing ic
the Jews, and so they crucified Him. Ho did his
Father’s will, refusing to do theirs, knowing well
that they were braiding a crown of thorns., He
might have taken the easy, plausible, complimen-
tary 'way; He might have baen conventionsl, pleas.
ing the times, serving Satan, seeking a throne like
David’s or Solomon’s or Cedsar’'s. Indeed He had
the offer of the world and its kingdoms for wor-
shiipping Satan, The offor is not an ‘“ allegory;” it
is Jiteral. Jesus might have had the world for
worshipping Satan in Ceesar’s or Napoleon’s way.
However, He chose love instead of hatred; mercy
instead of cruelty; forgiveneas instead of rotaliation;
truth instead of falseshood; tho healing instead of
the 'hurting of men; set the pulpit agaivat the
sword; ‘baptiams of ropentance and forgiveness
againat baptisms of blood,—and for all this He died.

1f'He was the Son of God all this was right, and
in ‘it 'the Jews had God’s rebuke for their wicked
worldly ways. If Be was an imposter they were
right, and might with God’s sanction keep 1o their
ovwi-sweet will about things. There was no final
‘test-of the matter but for them to kill Jesus; He
could-not'be true to himself without dying if they
delnanded-it. How else could He practice the love
and forgivéness'and mercy thar He had nreached? \J¢
vh the drows Jesus-had not have.prayed as Ho did
He'would not thave been true to:the Sefmon cn

the Mount; if at their demand He had not have died
Ho would have been an imposter. In death He
conquered; His onamies were defeated; three thou-
aand of them confeaeed it on Pentecost.

The eroed for which Christ died was therefore,
His life, His truth, His love, His merey, Himself,
Having proached and lived as He did, consistency
compelled Him to die ns He did.  In this sonre He
died for Himaslf; Ho is His own creed; He is the
Son of God; He s right,

Tho oreed for which Christ died is the one for
which wo should live,

1st. Becauso itis final,—rather, let us say becanse
He is final. I8 Gied infinite? Can wo improve on
the infinite] Can we make a better creed than
God’s own Son?  We speak of Chirist as the perfec.
tion of manhood; as ** Man at his climax;" as **Tho
moral miracle of history;” as ‘The mightiest
among the holy; and the holiest an:ong the mighty
of all the earth;” we declare himn to be *¢ The fulfil-
ment of praphecy;” **The Soun of man;"” **The Son
God;” ** The King of kings, and Lord of lords;"
“The Redeemer;”’ ** 'Lhe Saviour;” wo aflirm that
never man spoke, wrought, lived, died, and arose
from the dead as Jesus did; we accept Him as “*Tho
word made flesh,” and then immediately we pruceed
tv shelve him, (as though our words had been but
flattery and mockery) while we go about the con-
struction of a ** Nicene creed,” or an ¢* Athanasian
creed,” or a ** Calvinistic creed,’” or an **Arminian
creed,” or a ““ Westwminster creed,” or “*The Thirty-
nine Articles,” or a‘Refurmed Symbol,” or a
‘Maunnal of belief,” or a **Confession of fuith,” or
an ‘‘Anti-organ Articlo,” the lust being the small-
est the most insane substitution for Christ ever
dreamed of by mortal man since the days of tho
invontion of the pyx and chasuble and rosary.

The apostolic church received Chriast as final.
The New Testamont Christians kuew no other
creed than Christ. Even the ** Apostles’iCreed”
was not formulated till after the apostles had all
passed away. And the dogma of verbal inspiration
was unknown to thew. Thomas cricd, ** My Lord
and my God!"”. That was hus creed. Phillip preach-
od Jesua to the Ethiopian. Paul ‘‘opened and
alleged that Jusus was the Christ.” Peter proved
that He had arizen from the dead, and criod passion-
atoly that ¢ God had made Him hoth Lord and
Christ.” The apostle John declared Him to be
“The Word made flesh, dwelling among us, show-
ing ns His glory, the glory as of the ouly begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Beyond
Jesus the apostles never tried to go. They sought
for no stars while the sun shoue in their mid-.
heavens, To them He was the all in all; the
ropresentative of God;the ‘‘express image ¢f Gud.”
They said *‘Gnd was in Him reconciliating the world
to himself.” Every creed is & misconcoption of
Cbrist and a degradation of his mission. He did
not dio for our theories, or our theologies, or our
“isms,” We might say rather that His death was.
intended to put an end to swords and clubs and
dogmas, and set men in the Larmony of a holy

‘brotherhood to work for one another and the world.

He is final as the sun in the eky is final. Woe,
sportings our creeds, are like children marching

-with torches in broad day-light.

Since Christ is final we canuvot as His followers
make anything a test of fellowship that is not
embodied in Him. For example: we know that
love is embodied in Christ; theu if Christ is ortholox
he who loves is likewise orthodox; he who hatesis
a heretic. So of truth; the liar is a heretic. So
of meroy; the cruel man, the man who upplies the
thumb-screws, is the beretic. Owv the other hand
wo do not know that tho Nicene Creed is embodied
in Christ; He-and His apostles are silent about it,
therefore one might either accept it or reject it and
still bo orthodox. 1i is a matter, may be, of science,
or philosophy, or opinion. Onu has tho same lib-
erty about it that he has about botany, or geolegy,

or politics. So with the **organ question;" we
have the same liberty about it that we have about
eating frogs or pork; Christ says nothing. Butthe
moumont ®a begin to dogmatize abont tha Nicene
creed, or the organ in worship, or frogs’ hams on
our tuble, and full to abusing one another, and
strive to make such things tests of fellowship, then
we are heretics, buth pavties of us if we both get
angry and hateful. Heo who abuses his brother
with club or creed is not orthodox. Lot us remem-
bor that Christ is final, and that we should neither
8dd vo His words uor quacrel over His silouces.

2nd, The finality oi this creed suggeses the fut-
ility of other creeds, Judaism wasa useful though
imperfect systomn, for Christ had not yet como, and
itled toward Him, So, may be, of Greek and Roman
history, with their varied philosuphies and palities,
and with Buddhism and Confucianism. Shadows,
types, podagogues, leading to Christ. ¢ Christ
being come we are no longor under a pedagogue.”
Why then should we trouble ourselves to manufae-
ture aystoms, having so been freed from them? It
ia doubtful if Calvanism is much botter than Budd-
hism. At best tho Westmiuster Confession has to
be revised now und then to bring it down to date,
or hurry it up with the times. We¢ do not
rovise Christ. We do our best to tell of Him in
words and deeds, aud at last we say, ‘‘the half ba
not been told.”

The futility of human creeda is seen, therefor,
both in their Jimitations and their periodical re-
shapement. But again, it is seen in their failuve
10 do what they were intended to do. They gre
intended to keep the church united and its faith
pure. They have split the chyrch into huadreds
of fragments, and mingled with its sublime aud
simple faith a thousand errors, extravagances, and
limitations. Thero is no creed that will restrain g
brave and brainy man. Trinitarianism so far from
whipping every body in will drive somebody
into Unitarianism, and we sre quite as likely ‘to
meet William E. Channing in heaven as
Athanatius himself. Calvinism incites to Armig-
1auism, just asa brimstone hell begets Univeraaligm.
Extremes begut each other. The old auperstitous
viows of the Bible are goading Prof. Briges o
what his brethren think sre extrome views. Toda
Presbyterians may be found who differ from each
other more widely than Presbyteriunism itself dnﬁ
ers from Congregationaliam, or even from Buptiat-
ijsm, And so all round. Dr. Burrcl, formerly of
Minneapolis, now of New York, at the laying of the
corner stone of the St. Andrew Presbyterian churgh
in Minneapolis, quoted Peter's words to Jesus;
¢“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liviog God,”
aud afirmed with the empbasis of repstition that
tthat ought to be the universal creed of the
universal church.” 1f it had have been a Methogdist
meeting I would have shouted.

1f from all the lamentable history of human creeds
we succeed at last in gettiog the lesson of their use-
iepsness aud even mischievousnesg then we will bave
made the only leaitimate use of them. When by &
thousand experiments we learn that argenic is
really poison, and not food, and when we canclpde
finally to let it alune, then our experiments are
turned to good account, though we did untold wis-
chisf by them.

The creed for which Christ died is the one for
which we should live if we love Him. Christ tho
Sun of - God! His blood is that truth. Remember

the text; the Jews said, **We have a law, ar}d*by
our law He ought to die because ‘He made Himself
the Sun of God.” Loyalty to that truth \is-loyalty
to the bluod of Jesus. He who died for us-and
reso again said ‘‘all authority in heaven and on
earth is given to me.”

“Qur Friend, our Brother aud vur Lord,
What shall thy service bet
Wor name nor form-nor<ritten word,
But. simply follow thee.”
W. J. ‘Luauox.
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