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This absolute noed of organizttion, which is the
truo idea of the chuich, has given rise to the Y.
P. S. 0. B. It is not an organization outsido, or
apart from the church, but ie in the church,
becauso it in an organization. It is a society
of living, active, united Christians; and this
is, as we have already ohown, the correct ides
of tha church, or body of Christ. Let
thcro b church organization, as there should
bo, and thon the church would bo an Endeavor
Society. Gideon had too many mon, i. e., too many
of the kind; so ho tried thern, and shifted them
tili ho got a number who wore truc, and united,
and ready to work together. Tho rest ho sont
home. It may iot be necossary te call those thre
hundred mon, "Gideon's Band," yet it is truo ail the
same. We may not se0 the need of calling any nom-
ber of Christians who band theiselves together, and
unitedly, and mutually work to build up the cause
of Christ, an " Endeavor Society," but this is just
what it really in. The Church of Christ is a Chris-
tian Endeavor Society, wheni it te organized, and
if not organized, it should not bo called a chur0.
We look at the condition of the churches, and thon
look out upon the fields, already ripe for the har-
vest, and we are impr, ied, if not depressed, with
the magnitude of the work, and the imperative
need of organized, tystematic labor. We know
that nothing but orgazized effort can acc.,mplish
the work. Three hundred mon, all workere, and
united, were enot-gh for Gideon to accomplish his
mission, but thirty thousand mon wore too mnany
when not workers. The dead branch, or inactive
member, is a positive injury and block to the
wheel of success, and should not be cotimted in
" Gideon's Band." This is the principle of the
" Busy workers," or " Happy toilera," etc., that
noue shall be in the number who are not workers
togother with them. la this not the idea of the
church ? And can thero be success until this
organized effort is established ? H. M.

THE CREED FOR WRICE 11RIST
DÎRED.

Text: " Tho Jews answered him, ve have a law, and by
our4iaw He ought to die because Ife made hinself the Son of
God." John xix.7.

Many have died in martyrdom for Christ; Christ
died in iartyrdom for himself. He spoko the truth;
-ne àaid, I an tha Son of God. They said, you are
a blasphemer, and you shall die. Jesus was true
to His divine mission, but that was displeasing ic
the Jews, and so they crucified Him. Ho did his
Father's will, refusing to du theirs, knowing well
that they wore braiding a crown of thorne. He
might have taken the easy, plausible, complimen-
tary 'way; He might have been conventional, pleas.
ink'the times, serving Satan, seeking a throne liko
David'e or Solomon's or CtOsar's. Indeed He had
the offer of the world and its kingdoms for wor-
shipliing Satan. The offer i not an " allegory;" il,
is 'literoi. Jens might have had the world for
worshipping Satan in Cæesar's or Napoleon's way.
However, He chose love instead of batred; meroy
instead of-cruelty; forgiveness instead of rotaliation;
truth instead of falsehood; the healing instead of
the 'hurting of men; set the pulpit against the
sword; baptisms of repentance and forgiveness
against baptisme of blood,-and for ail this He died.

If 'He was the Son of God ail this was right, and
in it!the Jews had God's rebuke for their wicked
worldly ways. If He was an imposter they were
right, and might with God's sanction keep to tleir
owirsweet will about things. There was no final
test df the matter but for them to kill Jemus; He
could-hotibe true to-himself without dying if they
deianÙed it. How else could Ho practice the love
andforgiveness'an'd mercy that He had preached? 'If
oh the drõus Jesushad not have.prayed as He did
He',roiitd not 'have been true tothe Seimon oni

the Moîunît; if at theirdemoanid Ho had not have died
Ho would have been an imposter. In death He
conquered; His enemies woro defeated; three thou-
sai.d of them conseaed it on Pontecost.

The crood for which Christ died was thorefore,
His life, 1is truth, His love, Hie muoroy, Himself.
Having preached and lived as Ho did, consistency
compelled Hini to die as He did. In this senpo He
died for Himelf; Ho is Hie own creed; He is the
Son of God; HE us right.

Tho orced for which Christ died is the one for
which wo should live.

lst. Becattso itis final,-rather, lot us say because
He is final. Js Gd infinite? Can wu improvo on
the infinitel Can we mako a botter creed than
God's own Son? Ve speak of Christ as the perfec.
tion of manhood; as " Man at lIs clinax;" as "Tho
moral miracle of history;" as "The mightiest
among the holy; and the holiest among the mighty
of ail the earth;" we declare him to be " The fulfil-
ment of prophecy;" "Tho Son of mari;" "The Son
God;" " The King of kings, and Lord of lords;"
"Tho Redeotemer;" " The Saviour;" we aflirmi that
never man spoke, wrought, lived, died, and arose
from the dead as -Jesue did; wo accept Him as "The
word made fleshl," and thon immediatoly we proceed
to shelve him, (as though our words had been but
flattery and iockery) while we go about the con-
struction of a " Nicene creed," or an " Athanasian
cree-d," or a " Calvinistic creed," or an "Arminian
creed," or a "Westtninster creed," or "The Thirty-
nine Articles," or a "Reformed Synbol," or a
"Matinal of belief," or a "Confession of faith," or
an "Anti-organ Article,' the last beng the amall-
est the most insane substitution for Christ ever
dreamed of by mortal man since the days of the
invention of the pyx and chasuble and rosary.

The apoetolic church received Christ as final.
The New Testament Christians knew no othar
creed than Christ. Even the " Apostles'jCreed"
was not fornulated till after the aposties had ail
passed away. And the dogna of verbal inspiration
was unknown to them. Thormas cried, "My Lord
and my God!". That was his creed. Phillp preach-
cd Jests to the Ethiopian. Paul "opened and
alloged that Jesus was the Christ." Peter proved
that He had arisen from the dead, and cried passion-
atoly that "God had made Him both Lord and
Christ." The apostle John declared Him to be
"The Word made fleshi, dwelling among us, show.
ing us His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.' Beyonid
Jesus the apostles never tried to go. They sought
for no stars while the sun shoet in thoir mid-
hoavons. To them He was the ail in ail; the
representative of God;the "express image cf God."
They said "God was in Him reconciliating the world
to himseolf." Every creed is a misconception of
Christ and a degradation of hie mission. He did
not dio for our theories, or otr theologies, or our
"isms." We might say rather that His death was.
intended to put an end te swords and clubs and
dogmas, and set meut in the harniony of a holy
'brotherhood to work for one another and the world.
Hie i final as the sun in the sky is final. We,
sportings Our creeds, are like children marching
-with torches in broad day-light.

Since Christ is final we cannot as His followers
make anytbing a test of fellowehip that i not
embodied in Ilim. For example: we know that
love is embudied in Christ; thet if Christ is orthoilox
ho who loves is likewiso orthodox; ho who hates is
a heratie. So of truth; the liar is a heretic. So
of mercy; the cruel man, tho man who applies the
thumb-screws, is the boretic. On the other hand
wc do not know that the Niceno Creed is eombodied
in Christ;.He and Hia apostles are silent about it,
therefore one might cither accept it or reject it and
still be orthodox. It ie a matter, may be, of science,
or philosophy, or opinion. One has the same lib-
erty about it that ho has about botany, or geology,

or politica. Su with the "organ question;" we
have the saine liberty about it that we have about
eaing froge or pork; Christ says nsothing. But the
moment wa begin tu dogmatize about tho Nicene
creed, or the organ in worship, or frog' hane on
our table, and fel tu abusmg one another, and
strive to maka auch things testa of followship, thon
we are ierotics, both parties of us if we both get
angry and hiatefui. Ho who abuses hie brother
with club or creed is net orthodox. Lut us rement-
bar that Christ is final, and that wu shonld neither
add te His words nor quarrel over Hie siloces.

2nd. The finality of this creed stiggescs the fuit.
ility of other creede. Judaieni was a usefuil thouh
imperfect systen, for Christ had not yet cone, and
itled toward Him. So, uay be, of Greek and Roman
history, with their varied philosophies and polities,
and with Buddhism and Confucianisni. Shadows,
types, petagogues, leading te Christ. "Christ
being corne we are no longer under a pedagogue.''
Why thon should we trouble oureolves te manufac-
ture systoes, having so been freed from them? t
i doubtful if Calvanism is moct botter than Budd-
hiem. At best the Westminster Confession haa.to
bo revised nîow and thon to bring it down to date,
or hurry il up with the times. We do net
ravise Christ. We do our best to tell of Hip 1 in
words and deeds, and ait tat we say, "the half hs
not been told."

The fttility of humari creede ie seen, theeofpr,
both in their limitations and their periodical xy
shaperpent. But agiain, il is seen uin teir fêilug
tu do what they were ititended to do. Tþey re
intended te keep the church united and its fri.tþ
puro. They have splt the chprch into hunçireos
of fragments. and mingled with itssublime and
simple faith a thousand errors, extravagances e
limitations. There is ie creed that will restrain.a
brave and brainy man. Trnitarianism so far froM
whipping avery body in will drive somebody
into Unitarianism, and we are quite as likely -te
meot William E. Channing in heaven -as
Athanatius himeelf. Calvinism incites to Armjr-
ianism, just sas brimstono hell begets Universalihig.
Extremes beget eacih other. The old superstitous
views of the Bible are goading Prof. Brigg 4o
what his brethren think rte extreme views. Todiuy
Preebyteriane may bo found who differ fron each
other more widely than Presbyteriiuisnm itself dif
era froin Congregationalism, or oven froue Baptist-
ism. And so ail round. Dr. Burrel, formerly of
Minneapolis, now of New York, at the laying of »e
corner stone of the St. Andrew Presbyteriançhureh
in Minn'eapolis, quoted Poter'a words to ,Jesu.s;
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,'
and afirmed with the emphasis of repatition that
"that ought to be the universal creed of the
universal church." If ithad have beu a Methodlst
meeting I would have shouted.

if fron ail the lamentable history of human creess
we eucceed at last in getting the lesson of their use-
iesness and even niischievousness then we wili have
made the only lenitimate uise of then. When by a
thousand experinients we learn that ar.sernic .is
really poison, and not food, and when we concjpde
finally to let it alune, thon our expeqriments are
turned to good account, though wo did untold mis-
chief by thom.

The creed for which Christ died is the oie for
which we ahould live if we love Hilm. Chript the
Son of-Gad! Hie blood is that truth. -Remember
the text; the Jews said, "We have a law, andsby
our law He oughît tu die because He made Rimqelf
the Son of God." Loyalty te that truth .is-'loyalty
to the blood of Jesùs. He who diedfor is-and
r< se again said "ail authority in heaven and on
earth is given to me."

"L>ur Friend, our Brother and our Lord,
Whatshall thy servicebel

Nor naine nor form-nor'written word,
But. simply follow thee."

-Mnneapous.
W. J. >Lu3RMon.


