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By F. W. EInIoNs.

Hle that believeth and is baptized shall bie saved.
Mar'c xvi. 16.

Many Baptists do r.ot sîee eye to eye vith the
Disciples on the design of baptisn, and set this
forth as an objection to the Union of the two
bodies su much spoken of recently. We tiinki<
the Lord has mede this point very clear in his
tast comnisesion, and instead of the usrual editorial
for this and thei next CHRIîsTIAN weq give Our
readers the following discourse from a Baptist
preacher to a Baptist church, delivered over
forty years ago:

Ii the commission of our Lord to hris apostles,
recorded by 3htLthiew, are two injunctiorns-
the first is to mak/ disciples, the second, to in-
struct the disciples tito all things give» themt in
charge. How they were to urake disciples we
rire irformied by Mark. It was by preaching
the gospel, so accompanied by the demonstra-
tions of the Holv Spiirit as to produce faith in
their hearers, and after faith a change of heart
-a change of lite, in a word, or tunning of the
whole person to God-bo'ly, soul and spirit, a
dethronement of self and an enthroneient of
God in the affections through Jesus Christ, and
then through baptisin to separate them fron
the world-to introduce them into t.he family
and church and kingdonî of Christ on earth.
"Go ye therefore and preach the gospel to everv
creature," said our Lord, " ha tiat believetih
and is baptized shall be saved."

Again, according to Luke, he said tnto them,
Thus it is written and thus it behovei Christ tu
sufier and to rise from the dead the third day,
and that repentance and remission of sins
should be prrachied in hie name among ail
nations, beginninrg et Jerusalem.

The apostles began the fulilment of their
ministry conferred by the last conmnissien of
the Lord et derusalem. rhey iad waited for
the promised gift of the Holy Spitit, which was
poured out ipon them in copions niessures on
the day of Pentecost. And they then stood Ipl
and preached as the Loid had commanded theni.
He had commanded themr, as we have seen, to
preach the gospel. And what fur gospel did
they preach 1 It was the love of God in Christ
-Christ ernicitied, Christ dead, buried, risen
from the deatd-all for Our sins and for Our
justitication according to the scriptures. And
their preaching, we have said, was accompanied
by the demonstrations of tie Holy Spirit. A
record of these accompa *nying influences is given
lu the secourd chrapter of Acts. They were
audible, they were ii-ible. They conferred
upon tho apostles and aIl the disciples then
asiociated wi']r tliem the miiraculous powers of
epeaking languiages unknown to them before,
and to lierform also many signe and wonders,
which et once struck houle conviction on their
rational audience of the truth of tieir preaching
and causred theni 'o cry out, "Men and brethren,
what hallit we do?" But for these demon-
strations o.' the Holy Spirit accompanying the
first proclamation of the gospel al! their preach
ing would have oeen in vain-not a soul would
have been converted; for no man can say that
' Jeas ie the Lord," says Paul "but by the
Holy Ghost."
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By the lolv Ghost Jais had been sngled
out of the vast multitudes who crowded the.
Jordan to Joln to bubnit to his )IIpti-m11 by
descendi ng nupon bis lheid in the bodi ily foi' Atf
a dove w hile a voice fromr heaven was heard to
say, ' Thou art my ieloved n, in whoni 1 an
wvell Ileaszeud." Thus were the apoitrs and tirst
discinles of Chiiit aissured of his divine mission
and s eUnaibiled to believe on iiim. And we
muay add tiat by the saie deionstrations
which were exhibited on the day of Pentecout,
and subsequently il the apostles' tinie-a record
of which wo have in the New Testament scrip-
tures-have ail since those times, and thus are
we enabled to believe. " These things are
written," says John, " that ye imight believe
tait Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and
that twlieving ye mibt have life through hie
name." Written ? Yes, and so written by so
many witresses and so confit med by such testi-
mon) that every rational person who has ever
since had in his hande a copy of the New Testa-
muent, by giving heed to it, was and is enabled
as well to believe to the salvation of his soul as
were they w ho attended on the personral ministry
of the apositles, and with threir own eyes saw
and with their own cars heard these visible and
audible denionstrations ,f the Spirit of God.

l He that believeth," says our text. The
gospel was preacled to be believed, and without
taiti it is impossible to please God. Faith,
therefore, rtaids filst. But it stands not alone.
No, my friends. Thouigh faith is absolutely
and indispensably necessary as the first exercise,
and is in tact the first mental step frou the
kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God's dear
Son, it stands not alone, and is not the only
stel), nor does it of itself introduce anyone into
a state of salvation ; for in the other testinony
which we have quoted Our Lord says, " Anid
that repentance and remniseion of sins should be
preacled." Repentance, too, is consequently
connected as an indispenrsable pre-reqursite to
the present Christian salvation. Repentance is
the second mental step-the riext ttep to faith.

Nor are repentance and faith ail that is neces-
sary to the rermission of sins. No, for the
Saviour did not say-Ie ias nowhere said-that
ho that beliovethr shail be saved, or "he that
believeth anid repbentetn shall be saved." And
why not? Because faith and repentance are
both mental acts, or, in other words, acts of the
mind-acts of the understanding and heart and
will-acts of the spirit and soul ; wiereas man
is conploed of a body alsn-a body that has
been defiled by sin-a hody that muet be re-
deenied and presentd a living sacrifice to Christ
-a body that rist, with the sou] and spirit, be
born again to enter the kingdom of heaven here,
and be born from the grave, too, by a reno, a-
ting, transforming and glorious resurrectiou to
inherit the everlasting kingdom above. Herce,
said our Lord to Nicodemus, "ye must be born
again," and " except a man be born of water
and of the spirit ne cannot enter into the king-
dom of God." Mar k it. The Saviour here
says, not your spirit must be born again, but
yout-that is your whole person. And he says,
not except the soul or the spirit, or the Roul and
the spirit, of a rean be born again, but except a
man, the whole mîan--spiirit and soul and body

ho born egain." And iow born again 1 Not
of the spirit only, but of water and the spirit.
To be born f the spirit we iuist be quickened
by it, we muet be begotten of it, we muet be
renovated in the temper and dispositions of our
minds by the word of the truth of the gospel.
In a word, we muet be so changed by the lolv
Spirit as to bu ready, willing and waiting for
the commandment, "Arise and be baptized," to
arise and obey. And to be born of water we
muet be baptized, for our Lord has saidi "He
that believeth and ie baptized shah! beesaved."
flence, the Apostle Peter, on the day of Pente.
coat, answered the question, "What shall we

do ?l by repent and be baptized rvery one of
vu» in the naIe ut Jesis ( lhîst for lie remuission
of sins, and ;ieice tre Apostie Paut1l prays the

Thessalonians vlo had been discipled by believ-

ing and obeying the gospel-that their whole

spiiiit and soul and body mnight be preserved
bhianeless uinto the coinirg of' our Lord Jeans
Chr iAt.

" I believe in heart religionî," says one, and
the scriptures is quoted, Son, give rie thy
hea t,"' "1 believe not in head religion." But
I helieve, says the Christian, the well-tiught
disciplo of Christ-in head and in heart, in
body and in soul religion. I believe in its tak-

inIg possession and governing the whole man-
body, soul and spirit, for Paul says, " W îi the
heart man belioveth unto righteousne2s, and
with the moutii confession is made unto salva-
tion." And again, says James, "If any man
anong you seenieth to be religious and bridleth
not his tongue, but deceiveth hie own heart, that
man's religion is vain. And furthor, " pure
religion anil undefiled before God and tie Father
is this. To visit the fat.herless and widowa in
their affliction and to keep himself unspotteýd
from the world." Iere, too, is hand and foot
religion, for to visit the fatherless and widows
we muet walk to and enter the abodes of want,
and we mut relieve their neceusities by opening
and extending to them the hands of Our bele-
volence. My little children, says John, let ne
not love in word, ieither in tongue, but in deed
and in truth. What is it to love in word and
in tongue 1 It is when we hear of any proper
ohject of cLarity, or such an object presents
himself or herseif before us, we only express
our piety, or regret, or compassion, by saying
that we are sorry for them. It is as the priest
and the Levite loved the unfortunate mari men-
tioned by our Loi d in hie pai able who fell among
the thieves, by passing by on the other side,
whereas to love in deed and in truth is to love
like the good Samaritian who came to him,
took him up and seated him on bis own beast
and brought him to an inn and took care of him,
pouring into his wounds oil and wine and pro.
mising to pay the host ail that he would spend
on 1im tilt bis complote recovery. Here was
an exhibition of religion pure and undefiled
before God and the Father. But he who sees
his brother in need and shutteth up bis boweas
Of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love
of Go'l in him ?

le not this good doctrine. my brethren 1 Is
it not orthodox and sround according to the
teaching ot Christ our Lord and hie apostles ?

I am aware that some one present may or
might respond, "We have not been taught to
embrace baptisn in regeneration. We do not
helieve it to ie a saving ordinance and essential
to salvation." It ie an old charge against the
Baptiste-it was made many yeare ago-and it
bas been reiterated and answered perbaps a
thousand times that we make too mucih of hap.
tism-that we make it a saving ordinance.
The isual reply to thie charge bas been that we
baptize no infants and nu adulte, but believers
or proteesed believers in Chr ist, and consequently
that we require ail the subj..cts of our baptismr
to be justitied by faith bfore we can neceive
them to baptism. This answer has been deemed
suflicient. But I feel dispmed on this occasion
to answer iL mure et large.

I ansv er. therefore, that as Baptists we be-
heve ail Ithat and onlv that which the Lord
Jesus Christ and bis apostleS have said on this
subject. Our Lord said, "Go make disciples.
disciple or cnvert alt nations, baptizing them."
He said, "Go preach the gospel to every creature,
ha that believeth and is baptized shail ho saved."
And he said, "except a man be born of water
and spirit he cannot entPr into the kingdom of
God." Peter said to Men of every nation under
heaven aseembled at Jetusalem on the day of
PeIteoSt, " Repent and be baptized every one


