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RITUALISM AND INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC.

Tbo leoturo delivored by the Rev. Pro-
fossor MeLaren at tho olose of Knox Col-
lege, was devoted mainly to a discussion of
Ritualism and tho lawfulness of Irstrumen-
{al Music in tho worship of God. Wo do
not propose to give o full account of the
lecturo as our readers have ample oppor-
tunity of reading if, and many who bave
perused it have doubtless already formed
their opinions concerning the positions
taken by tho Professor.

That tho questions discussed are promin-
ent at the present time all will acknow-
ledge. Tho latter in the Presbylerian
Churches may now be regarded as decided,
50 far at least as the permission to use
organs when thorois harmony tn the congre-
gation is concerned. Thero still remains,
however, in many places the prospects of
disoussion and even of something worse,
a8 soon as the proposal 18 made to intro-
duce the innovation. The principles so
clearly 1aid down by Mr. MoeLaren may be
useful in the removal of prejudice, and in
producing intelligent convietion on the sub-.
jeot, as well as Christian tolerations of
brethron who differ in a matter not essen-
tial, but circumstantial to tho worship of
God. The number of organs in the church
is increasing overy year, and although
many of our congregations have not yot
had tho mattor even mooted, no one can
tell how soon in our vemoter districts the
quest’on may come up. Itis a noticeahla
fact, that whilo in Toronto not a congrega-
tion of tho Canada Presbyterian Church,
though they now number eight, has an or.
gan, the only one of four i Hamilton
without it is McNab Street, and in Lon-

without aspg or includy, with verbal pralse
in raelodlons sowy, with oue woice ur ja
chedr, or with hear, words and xong, K-
companted by lostravaents.  1he woralip
{e tha ot of juteBigenes, the woeids, the
welody, tho jasiruaecots, are oaly rircum.
siences of woraldpy, whiok ars, and musd,

crdesad by o vadety of considerations e
the Lzt of ptnira end Christian pejudize,
Whilo tho s yuraent 18 defective thas iafers
the lawfalnces of instrnracntal muslo in the
Now ‘Tostamaent Churoh frora its having
Leen savctioned ander the Ol Testamont,
in a3 mush 48 raeny othor things now con-
ferue dly abeoluto, such as sacrifico, would
thus bo lawful.  Still, itis equally fanlty to
say that instrmmental musis iz abaolute,
becanss it was part of tho Mozate ritual.
Instrumental musio wae usod in God's wor-
shipbefora the tim> of Moses, and approved

thiz world nz the inepiriog puide, dlievo iy
ne doubt whether that track will Joade~
down to tho abyeses of slavieh anpersition
aud bondags tfo wicked wen. To shua
theca danpgers we raust eschew rituallam
with it practises and dootrines, Awl *$the
only xeid anfeguard against Rituslism ia tha
privelple reeogulzed by our ctandards ae
taught in thia comwandoaent, that God {s
rot to bo wovshipped in eny way not ap-
pointed in IDis Wenl, Tho simplo principle
that nothing in dvetrina, worsbip, diceip-
line, or governmaent is to be introduced
for which & Divino warrant canuct bo
found in the Ioly Saripturve, brings the
Chnroh back at once to the puiity nud
simplicity of Primitive Christiauity, It
drives ont of the Chuarch of the living Ged,
all viter, coromonics, vestments, and holy
days of man’s invention, as Ohrist drove

of by God; it was not appointed by Moses
as part of the ritual, and the singing and
playing of a later fime woro not of Moses
eud Sinai, but of David and tho temple.
An organ is not ¢ a soparate item or thing
in the rervico of the sanctuary, a snbstan-
tint addition to what God has commandad,”
it is merely one of many civenmstaueos con-
neeted with & divinely appointed not of
worship, the servics of praise.

In Seripturo ivstrumental mnsic is not
spoken of * a3 something distinet from the
sinming of God's praiso, bnt meroly as a
mode in which that serviece is rendered.”
No one objeots to chango of mode in other
respects, for examplo, to the chengo from
the Jewish chant:ng of a whole psalm with
mero melody, to our modern singing of a

_port of a pralm with four partsin harmony;

why thon object to change in the respeotin
question ? It 18 to be observed that this |
argument in uo way countenances the
abuse of organs, whero unmeaning volun.
taries and fine pieces are performed,
whether uader the plea of attrueting ap au-
dienco and pleasing their musica! tasto, or
rendering homage to Ged by making sweot
sounds apart from heart preise.

Of the expediency of introdncin» orgaus
into Presbyterian Churches, the Profussor
said t—

#Wo had not felt ealled upon fo discuss
the cxpediency of employing such aids as
instrnments of masic 1in the services of
prawe. All things thet are lawful ore not
oxpedient. And while I bavo not hesitated
to express a very definite opinion that
their use is lawful, I do not envy ths spirit
of the man who for such an unessential aid
will distract the peace of a congregation or
of the Church at Jarge. 'We should never
use our liberty as a cloak ot malicionsness,
And we do not hesitate to oxpress the con-
viction that where the human voice is pro-
perly trained and heartly empioyed in the
praise of God, no other aids are required.
T have ligteped, T trust not without some
measure of appreciation, fo thoe majestic
and solemn swell of noble organs pealing
through the resounding aisles of catbedrals,
but T have never hoard any music which
had ench pawer over my heart and mind
a8 that which rose frora a whole congroega-
tion under tho fresh baptism of the Spirit,
when they lifted up their viices in one
burat of praigs which flowed from lips
touched asg with a live coal from the altar.”

We have ieft ourselves little room to
speak of ritualism as treated of in the Lec-
ture. The principle of the Reformod
Church already referred to is direct opposi-
tion to that which is found in the 20th
Article of tho church of Eungland: ¢ the
Church hath power to decree rites and
ceromonies, and authorily in controversies
of frath,”

This latter principle lios at the root of
ritunlism, and so long as it is held, it will
be impossible to shut the tloor against the
inroads of Popish suporstitions. That it is
unprotestant in its character is evident

don, Kingston, Montreal, Ottaws, and the
towne, opinion is much divided. In the
branch of the charch conneceted with the |
Church of Scotland, the use of organs is !
even more common. If this movement is X
wrong, and iustrnmontal wasic is a viola-
tion of the second commandment, this |
should be cloarly showr, ard the church !
should at all hazards root out the sin. If, :
on the other hand it is not unlawful, bus
allowable on Seuptaral grounds, 1t 15 well |
that this bo clearly set forth, so that the in- |
troductions and use of organs may not do
violence to tho conscience of the Church,
In the lectare to which wo refer, the
loarned Professor conteuds for thoe distin-
guishing %enet of Reformued Churches, viz., i
that nothing is to bo used in the worship of
God which cannot be shown to have the
sanctions of Scripture. At the samo time,
e holds that we do not require *o pruduce
s divino warrant for evory entail of wor- I
hip, bat that ¢ there ave some circum-
slancos concerning tho worship of God .

from the following faets -

* This clavse was not in the Articlo as
Jdeawn ap by the refurming divines of 1562.
is well known that it did not express
their sentunents. ‘It occurs neither in
the fitst printea edition of the Articles, nor

jin tho draft of them which was passed by

Cunvocsation, which is still 1n existence with
tho antograpn signature of tho membors.’
It 18 not found in two editions published by
Bishop Jewel 1 1571, It 18 now regarded

y 88 alinusy cortain that tlus clanse was

foisted ito the articles uof religion by Eliza-
beth horself, or by Ler diwrection. And 1t
18 well knowe that Ehzabeth's Protestaas
tsm was much more poliical than rohgi-
ons.

The ritaalistic movement is essontially

\fopish. Tho zeal of that party and its

tncreasing populanty and toldness ars in-
timately couneccted with the doctrines
which are held in thom in common with
the Church of Romo, and ihe revival of Ul.
tiamonta-‘sm at the present tume, * All
their Romish displays and coromoxies are
the vat ura! and necessary outgrowth of tue
doctrinal system they have embraced. This

-« + ooxnmon t, luunan actions and so- | system, winch theydehght to oall Catholic-
cieties, which aro to bo ordered by the )ism, but which the warld racognizes as Ro-

light of nature and Ghmsuan prejedice ae-
cording to tho general rules of the word,
which are always to be observed,” Or this
ground “ the aeo of an organ in pc'slis wor-
slip * is to bo regavded ** as only a circum-~
atantial variation in the mannsr of singing
God's preiszs in the anctoary.”

With all due respeet for those who differ
from this opinion, wa think it is the right
one. “Worthip, oan be predicated only of
intelligant beings. Organa do not worship,
Mar may worshipGod with Leart -praise,
withowt words ounun-iz, with verlolpraise,

manse under a ganz- veil, hes evimated
them with an intenso hatred to Protestan..
ista winch they now no longor concenl.”

* These wuay to raany Christiank appear
to bo mafters of smail moment, aud the
power claimed by the Church, to * decroe
votes avd ceremonies, when these are
+hotght to be edifying on account of their
symbolic 1mport may appear a small mat-
ter, neverthless fo adopt inat principal, to
open the switch that pats thechureh on the
wroug frsek, and with corrupt human as.
Luare ne the moving power, avd the God ot

the cattlo dealors out of the temple of the
Lerd, aud it not only drives them out but
Leeps them out by fastening upon the con-
gcienco of the Church, the simplicity of
Now Testament worship and order as of
divine authority.

I8 60D KING AMONG MEN?
Strange quastion, it may secom, to askin
o Christinn country, yot one which current
ovonts are forcing upon us, and upon the
practicel answor to whick will depend, in a
large mensaro, tho futnre weal or woo of
both European snd American nations. Will
kings bo wise and kiss the Son, and sarve
Jchovah; or breaking their bands asunder,
and casting thoeir cords from thom, will thoy
rago, imagine o vein thing, bring down
God's wrath, and feel the crushing power
of the King who s anointed and sot on Zion
Lill; whose rod of ivon shall break and
dash His cnomios in picces 28 a potter's
shred? This is tho question now pending
as betweon the God of Heaven and men.
A false scienco is actting aside God's lIaw by
denying a God who can interforo with men,
or mako known His will. A false philoso-
phy is sotting up expediency and utilitari-
anism as the only standard of right, and
thus sotting aside the moral law. A false
Church is clothing a man at Rome with
the power and attributes of Goud, and mak-
1ag lus will supersedo the revesled wil of
God. A false political cconomy is makiug
tho poople God, and putting the plobiscito
abovo the higher law, doclaring for demo-
cracy, and denying the monarchy of Jeho-
vah. A false theology is magnifying God's
fatherhood, 8o as to obscure and virtually
do away with the rectoral or kingly majosty
of God.

Thoe range of the question is wide; it
toaches men 10 every relation of life. Moro
than ever it becomes Christians not to bo
ashamed, but to proclaim their fuith in the
Biblo as ihe rovealod will of God—thoe au-
thoritative code of laws, which bind menin
overy relation of life to obedience, aud
which presents the only safogusrd against
lawlessness and tyranny of men. ¢ The
Lord is our judge, tho Loxd is our law-
aiver, tho Lord is our King; He will save
us."”

Is God our King? Or is that idea of

God's monarchy an exploded one ; an idea
which belonged to an age of despotism, but
is incongruous with the nineteenth century
iden of liberty? Can man be freo and yet
own God as King; or must ho refuse sub-
mission to God as well as mauy, in crder to
bo truly free? It is onsy to answer that
question by Seripture, ** Yo aro bought with
a price, be not ye tho servants of men.”
Chirist makes us freo from men, only, how-
avor, to make us his servants. Clnistisa
King, and has o king “om, a law, & govern-
ment—properly so calied—which dues not
rest on the choico of * ¢ sabject, but was
given Him by God, * and He shall reign
until all His enemies are put under His
footstool.” New Testament, as well as OId
Testament Scripture, is clear on tlus pomt ;
and 1t 18 only by asserting that the New
Testament has beon ruperseded, ag well the
0ld, that our theologians of the democratic
schouol come to the couclusion that, now
the only Government is * Government by
the people avd for the people, oven as be-
foro His Maker, man hus rights. . .
Wo lhionour God mere in saying that Ho,
too, conforms to oternal justico and right,
than 1o nutting Him outside of them. Tho
figmm of a Xing vepresents Him far less
worthily than that of a Fatl .

Wo are just old-fashionsd enough to be-
Lovo that all things are for God, and that
man’s ohief cu.d is God's glory, even before
his own o1, ymount; that, although no
despot, arbs (arily, capriciously, tyranni.
cally, and heartlegsly deing His will—God
is our despoles, who, for Bis own best rea-
reasont, wisely, lovingly, and justly does
His will in he. von and in eatth, and rules
over man accorling to tho » ‘unael of His
rwn will, witheat waitiog o arow whother
n.an consents « r not. God is supremo, and
ho is govereign, the ¥ing etornal, immor.
tal and wvisible.

Gradually Christianily bas dons ite work
of enfranchisemont. Before ils requirs.
monts of Jove and elevating foroes, slavery
disappedred in Rome, Gracce, Nortbern Eu-
rops, Ameriea, and men became free. "he
dezgotiam of-tLe varlier nges gradunily be-
cans imporeible, botia £a-State and Chureh.

Feoudalam Jiss given plsce to ull Lt aniver.
ol gafieaga; ond walightensd opinfon has
theswn off the spivitval tlavery of Bome.
Thess thingi ura o necegcary resvlta of
Haripture teaching, the conssquences af raon
ohuying thelaw of Gud; there gve the-com.
ing of ths Kingdom of God, How ebmurd,
then, to supposc that Ohxistianity can do.
pono her King, or continue o euist apd
bleas mwankind by rojecting the very authior-
ity that has made her what she 5. A De-
masency that refuces to bew to Obvdst as
Eing, and ackeowledges no law but thet
whith humau reacon and tho aegsent of
roan's moral nature deolare to ba law, and
whichk the pooplo apprave, without repard
to God's rovealed will, has in its vory fun-
dapiental principles tho olements of diesoln.
tion, and will end inovitably in rovolution
and anaychy. God's law alone oan save
the pations and coneerve His Charch.

Is God our King 2 Then wo have o code
of laws before which ths Church must bow.
The Church of Rome holds to the monarch
ical iden. She is no Detaccrat, althiough
at tho present tima willing to make Derao-
cracy her tool in onco more grasping at
universal dominion, But the Kingdom of
God, in the Ultramontune sensv, is of this
world, It has a vimble lung~the Popo;
temporal possessions—n metropolis, Potor's
patrimony, and the Holy City; a Curia, and
political representatives—in fact, overy-
thing that a kingdom of thus world possesses,
And accordiug to Dr. Newman, the nations
of tho earth ought to recogmze tho exist-
onco of this visible kingdom, and thoe rights
of this king to universal submission. The
Roman Catholio Church claims to be God’s
ropracentativo on earth, and to bs the
Kingdom of Christ, to which otker king
doms must subsait. If, then, the Pope is
King, God and Christ are not. But if
Christ is King, the Bible is abovo the Pope.
Our only hope, in view of tho arrogau.
claims of Rome, is to contend to the death
for the supromacy of God, by His Word
ruling among men. It is well to be pro-
pared. In the coming conflict, the true
1sgue will be ignored by many, and denied
by more. The question at bottom, as be-
twoen Romo and Protestant Christendom is,
who is King? Is it God, or tho Pope?
Bhall the Popo be authontauvely judged by
God's Word ; or shall God's Word be with-
leld from mankind, interpro.ad, wrested,
changed, or added to, as tho oxigoncies of
Popery roquira? Shall men ebey the God
of Heaven, speaking in His YWord; or a
man at Rome, spoaking by reseripts and
Bulla? Lot the question be plainly stated,
and tho answer is caxy. God has not abdi-
cated His throne in favour of Prus IX,, or)
given up to hium His sceptre.

Onos more—Is God King ? Yes. Then
the Kingdom is a presont renlity. Not.
withstanding that hundreds of millions are
1 rebeilion, God roigns._ Jven now He |
reigns, and ** must reign 111! He bath put
all encmies under Hisfeot,”” Instead, then,
of waiting for somo fresh manifestation of
power and visible enthronement of the Ro-
deemer 1n Jeruenlem, wo aro to labour ae
willing, loyal subjects for the advancement
of the Kingdom that is * among us;"” tola-
bour to have God as our King ncknowledg-
od by Church and State, 1n theology,
seienco and philosophy. Inindividualcon.
duct, and in the united assemblies of men,
God 1s King—ro matter who denies it.

BOOK REVIEWS.

*“Waar 1S THE ScrirTURAL MoDE OF
Bartiss? By the Rov. John MceTaviah,
Woodstock.

Wa have pleasure in calling attontion to
this tract of eight pages by an esteermed
minister of our Church. Mr, MocTavish
takes the true ground when he says that
* to know the Scriptural mode of Baptism,
we must oxawine oot human writings, hea-
then or Christian, Lut the Word of Ged.
Thn {ollows an examnation of tho prinet-
pal terms and passages whic go to detor-
mine the modo of adrafnisterin: baptism.

“ek ' do not necessartly moan -nto and oul
of, but quite frequently fo or towards and
Jrom ; and henco that nc »»gument for im-
mersion can be drawn from their employ-
ment 1 connection with cases of baptiem
recorded in the New Tostamont. The
terms baptism and baptise aro thes enquir-
ed into, and it is found that in soveral in-
stances in which thoy arn used, immersion
is out of the question. Mr. McTavish says,
and wo think correctly, that tho iypical
meaning of baptisn: is not so distinetly seen
in putting the whols body under water, as
in gprinkling or affasion; nod whilst no ar-
gumont of this kiud would avail in opposi

tion to the plair teachings of Scripture, 1tis
entitled to ma:h weight 1n view of what has
bepn alreadyr cstabhished regarding the lan-
guago which the Heriptures employ. We
‘aro glad that Mr. McTavish hiaa seen fit to
Iift his vigorous pen upon this sabject,
and wo hope that ke may find time to
81l up and complete tho skelch which is
have given. Our Baptist friends surely ox-

aggerato the iraportance to he atiached to
the mods, of baptimm; neverthsless it is
altogether right that on thix, as on al! other
masiter to be détermined by Scvipture, our
pgoslo should %s intelligently zatisfied ve:
xar

ptaetice.~W, O.

g the gronnde of their balisf and |

De. Jona Erxny M Yrvin co M,
CravsTONNS PAMeRLET.  Yriva 20 conty,

Taronto: A. i, Lrving & Co., publichora,
1876, §5 on bt

Wo thack Mosace, Irviag & Co, for thia
Cansdian edition of what 3% Clulstons
sonefdora the wost fwpoctant raply thut hog
sppasrad to ths origined :pastulation,
Tho pamphiet in worthy of the craut I adey
in the Tracturiso moverent of thitty vonrs
ago, and will ropay cursful prrusal.  We
sco the sincors eecker for safety for the
Churel of Christ, who in his histurical rz.
gearehes, was foread by conviction to find
in thoe Chursh of Rome the only Church,
rud in the Popo it Jegitivants Head, thyow.
ing his wholo brilliant powers into her da.
fonoo against the assault mede on her by
Englaad’s firat living stalestoan. One can.
not bat admire the honesty of the men and
the subtlety of tho logiciau, while oneis
pained by tho evasivencss of the argument,
and kesnly fools the abjoctnevs of a grent
mind prostrating itself bofors a fallible man
a3 if ho wore the vicar of God. To Uy,
Nowman it is sitaply duty to renounce all
private opinion when the Pope speaks ez
cathedro. is only subterfuges aro that
cortain anyings may not have besn thns
spoken ; or may adwit of cxeeptions; or
mey bo haroafter expinined Ly tho Schela
Theologicum not to mean what they ovi.
dantly now mean, in the mouth alike of
privato psraons, theologians, and ecclesias.
tical digmitarios. No botter argunent or
justification of Mr. Gladstone’s Expostula.
tion can ba afforded than the humiliating
admissions, ovarions, and abjociness of the
prince of Anglu-Roman controvorsialists.

VATicANISM~—AN ANSWER T0 REPROOF AND
Reruies. By the Right Hon, W, E,
Gladstone, M. P. Prico 15 cents. To.
ignto. published by A. S. Irving & Co.

75.

No fower than twonty-ona principsl re.
plies to his Expostulation have been care-
fully rend by the author, and this pampblet
is an answcr to everything of consequence
contained in these—and it is an answer,
Mr. Gladstone shows triumphantly that not
only was ho justified.in issning his former
tract, but that all the charges against the
Uliramontane systom, or Vaticanism, can
bo susiained; nry, that the truth is even
more damning than the frai alatcment.
Carcfully guarding himself from the mmpu-
tation of hostility to Roman Catholics as
men or fellow-citizons, hie spenks of them
gencrously ang kindly, but at the samo time
with uvsparing hand Isys bare the deep
plots and ovil designs of Popery. 1t is
made appear clear as day, that if a Roman
Catholic is loyal at present, ho is so through
fear, and not from conscienco; that the
civil allegiance due to princes, 1s only to
legitimato princes, which Protestants can-
not be; that tho deposing power is claimed
as belonging to the Pope by Divine gift,
and may be put in exorcise, oven with vio-
lence; and that under the Jesuit influence
of the Curin efforts are boing made in all

countries to bring about sucl & combina-
tion as will seruro tho restoration of the
temporal power {n the Pope, evea though
rovolution and bloodshed bo required fox
this end. Xyory Protestent who feols an
interest in the coming conflict belween
Rome and Protestant nations will do woll
carefully to peruse this pamphlet.

Tur Porar axp Trorrican, Worrtps, By
Dr. G. Hartwiz. Guelph, W, J. Lyon.

This is an eoxceedingly interesting and
useful book, which wo can heartily re.
commend to our readers. Every paront
should subscribo for a copy. Placed in tho
hands of the young, it will help to create
and foster o taste for n better class of
reading, than is to be found in too many
of the books ard periodicals of the present
day. Tho type, paper. and illustrations,
are ali that conid be desired, The book
is only suld by subscription; and Messra.

Ballantyne and Campbell aro new cauvas-
sing Jho cty.

The Malcolm Fund.
Editor BRITIRT AMERICAN PRREDTTRRIAN
DEAR Sir,—1Io re ¢ The Malcoln Fund,"”

It is shown that tho propositior. 18~ nod | T beg to inform tho subseribers to tlis

fond, that iv terms of my circular the
monies have this dey been invested by the
fis trustees named therown, through nie, in
Huron nnd Erie Savings and Loan Sociely
Stoek, in name of Mre, Mateolm, “ in trust
for hersolf and childron.” Twenty-four
shares at thirly per cent. preminm
cost §1560. I bad recaivad in addition fo
what has been already ackmowledged in
your colnmns, & fow small sams, and the
follewing . from YWolland Port, por Rev, J.
Rennic, §28; per Rov. Dr. Stewart, Emni-
skillon, §22; Stanley Steeet Congregation,
Agr, $18.85; friends in Qooke's Cburch,
Toronto, por R. J. Hunter, $5; bringing
up the fund »ith iaterast to $1593.44, fhe
| balanco of which (838.44) I have this day
paid over to Mrs. Maleolm in cash, and
witnessed o declaration (drawn out by me,
addressed to the six trnstees of tho fund)
that sho holds horself only entitled to draw®
the dividends on the stock parchazed dute
| ing her lifo, and that the prinoipal is hold
evisillo equally among tho surviving
Lhildren of the Rov. James Malcolm at het
death. The stock will yield probably 7%
per cont., if not moro, and I congratulste
myself ai. 1 all frionds that as suitable an
investment has lLieon made as possibls in
.present eirontstances, Mry. Maleolm, who
=8 found a homs in Norwichviile, joins me
in thanks 10 all friends who havoe rzired a8
incoms of abomt $190 anxuslly {oz her.
Herirustees and I myeelf, ars now bonor
-ably dicclinrged from all further rogponsls
¥ty I:am,8ir, Your ohedisnt servaul,
Lradoy, Oat., Gth Lpril, 31875, J. Boyp.




